WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 4th December 2017 



Chair:


Cllr T Hunter
Councillors Present: 
Cllr W Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr A Allen; Cllr J Dodd
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Chair’s welcome & announcements 

The Chair opened the Meeting at 7:15pm welcoming everyone to the December Meeting of the Parish Council.  There were 2 members of the public present.
2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest
Mr Ellison requested that the list of Councillors be updated in the Community News.
3 To receive apologies/note absences

All members present.

4 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
Cllr Butler declared she would abstain from the item of planning concerning ‘Heathlea’.

5 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th November 2017 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Thornhill proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.
6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No items were brought forward. 
7 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports


Cllr Butler attended 7/11 Elizabeth Langford Almshouse Charity meeting – routine business was discussed.

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported back from a Highways maintenance meeting -  severe cuts to be made over coming year.  An update on the installation of the 30mph limit for Ash Parva is still awaited.  The new Highways contract is due to be signed shortly with Kier taking over from Ringway.  
Councillors raised the planning permission granted for the Prees Heath Car Auction site – Councillors stated that they did not agree with the Officer’s delegated decision to grant permission – Cllr Dodd reported that he has requested a copy of minutes from a meeting held between the Planning Committee Chair, Vice Chair and Officers – The Chairman declared interest and did not participate in the discussion.  Cllr Dakin said these meetings are not minuted.  Cllr Dakin registered his objection.  This land will now be registered as a brownfield site, having lost its agricultural status.  Councillors asked the Clerk to query why the application did not go to committee as the Parish Council objected on material planning reasons and the local member having called it in to be heard by the Committee.  Members do not consider that due process has been followed in the determining of this application. Clerk to action.
 
8 Housekeeping

a)
Police report (if available): none available
b) 
Website – To consider items for inclusion : no items – to add Helicopter Liaison meeting notes.
c) 
Training – SALC sessions available for Councillors: sent by email

9
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email:

It was noted that the next LJC meeting will be held on  21/02/18
Letter received to tender for the Internal Audit from SDH Accounting – Cllr Thonhill proposed accepting the tender, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed.  Cost of audit to be in the region of £165.
Notification received of new external auditors - noted
Councillors noted correspondence copied requesting ‘gated’ village posts and signs – Tilstock would require 6 for the three village entrances.  The Clerk presented examples for consideration.  The cost would be in the region of  £323 + VAT each for the posts and rails without signage included and installation extra – It is possible that Neighbourhood Fund monies could be used – needs to be in place plan – must be included in budget for spend but won’t come out of the precept.  
Cllr A Allen suggested requesting some road painted chevrons around the bend in Tilstock – on the Whitchurch to Tilstock road  to warn motorists that they are about to enter a 30mph limit.  It was agreed that Highways are unlikely to provide any extra items – Clerk suggested that this be included in the next road safety submission to be made in February.  
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Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports: 
-
Street lighting – it was reported that the light outside Old School House in Ash has now been fixed and that the illuminated signs are now working.


b)
Highways & Envi ronmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report for attention: footway from Ash To Whitchurch has been cleared – path from Ash Magna To Ash Parva has not been cleared. Parking in Tilstock around the triangle close to the junction has not been resolved-  report to police again.  Cllr Butler to check if the Range Rover dumped in the car park.  50mph limit on dual carriageway previously requested has to be included in February Road Safety Concerns Submission. Lorry witnessed this evening reversing into auction site off dual carriageway.  Drain outside the Roundhouse – Cllr Allen queried if it has cleared as yet.  
Drain outside 3 Steel Road Springield Nursery House – drain blocked. 
-
To receive update of works previously requested – no report
-
Road Closures: none received for the parish 

11 
Finance:
a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – To note/approve 
11 
Finance: cont
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication) 

Item carried over from the last meeting: Funding request from TBVH

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/11/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	4/12/17
	TBVH
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	100332

	4/12/17
	Ash Parish Room
	Room Hire
	£100.00
	100333

	4/12/17
	Ash Parish Room
	Repayment of costs for defibrillator installation
	£65.00
	100334

	4/12/17
	TBVH
	Repayment of costs for defibrillator installation
	£65.00
	100335


Clerk’s salary proposed for payment by Cllr  Dodd, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Payment of amended invoice received from TBVH £17; Invoice from Ash Parish Rooms £100.  It was agreed to pay Ash Parish Rooms £65 to cover their costs for installing the defibrillator, with the same amount to be given to TBVH, proposed for payment by Cllr J Dodd, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 
Councillors reconsidered the proposed Budget for 2107-18. 
Clerk recommended that the Council registers with the ICO as per current requirements for data protection.  Further changes/requirements will be made in April/May.  The fee for ICO registration is £35 per annum.  Payment proposed by Cllr W Allen seconded by Cllr S Power, all agreed . Clerk to register. 

c)
Budget/precept setting: to discuss/agree for 2018-19 financial year

It was noted that no other requests for funding had been received other than TBVH boiler and Brown Moss.  Councillors discussed the budget, current levels of reserves and the precept requirement.  
Cllr Thornhill recommended that the precept request does not increase over 3%.  The Clerk confirmed that to increase in precept by £1000 will probably equate to a percentage increase of 5%.  Costs being recharged back to Parishes by Highways for items now such as the name location signs etc – more charges may be forthcoming.  Councillors noted that the Precept decision will be finalized in January.  Cllr Dodd pointed out WRPC has managed its budget/spend well over last few years and has kept precept down over last few years.  
Members discussed the request for gated community signs (identified project in place plan) for which Neighbourhood Fund monies can be used.  It was noted that the PC would need to ask  Glasdon out to cost the project.  
It was noted that the School playing fields have been taken over and may require assistance with  maintenance costs.  
Grounds maintenance costs fixed budget for 3 years –This will be the second year.  
d)
To consider request for a financial contribution towards the upkeep of Brown Moss: Councillors discussed the application for funding towards the upkeep of Brown Moss – Councillors suggested a one off payment of £500 once year end reserves are known.    
e)
To consider funding request from Tilstock Village Hall for costs incurred to replace the boiler

%.  Cllr W Allen stated that the Parish Council should not set a precedent of giving grant funding for projects retrospectively. It was noted that a loan was taken out to pay for a new boiler for Tilstock Village Hall.  The Clerk suggested that a one off payment could be made in May after receipt of precept in April in addition to the annual grant given to the Hall (usual annual grant given to Tbvh is £800, Ash £500.)   Councillors discussed the current level of use of the Hall and ways to generate income which could be maximized.  Cllr Butler, seconded by Cllr Power, proposed £500 to be paid in May with the annual grant to TBVH.  All agreed.  
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 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

17/05490/VAR  (validated: 17/11/2017)
Address:  Midway Truckstop, Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JT
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.2 (approved plans) attached to permission 16/02099/FUL dated 31.08.16 to vary the approved parking layout
Applicant: SB Autoservices 
Coucnillors discussed the application.  No objections raised.  

17/05371/FUL  (validated: 08/11/2017)
Address:  Heathlea, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JU
Proposal:  Erection of two storey rear extension
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Moreland
Cllr Butler abstained from the discussion.  No objections raised. 

ii)
Decisions: 

17/04086/FUL  (validated: 06/09/2017)
Address:  Corner House, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Conversion of single dwelling into two 3-bedroom flats (resubmission)
Decision:  Grant Permission

17/03168/FUL  (validated: 18/07/2017)
Address:  Prees Heath Motor Auction , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 2AE
Proposal:  Extension of existing vehicle parking including change of use from unused agricultural to parking
Decision:  Grant Permission

iii)
Appeals:

Proposed Dwelling To The South Of Talisman, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire. Description of development: Outline application for the erection 1 No dwelling (all matters reserved) Application reference: 17/01870/OUT Appellant’s name: Mr & Mrs Chris Jones Planning Inspector ref: APP/L3245/W/17/3186632 Appeal reference: 17/02605/REF
WRPC objected to this application.  Shropshire Council refused.  Over-development of plot.  Register objection with planning inspectorate.  
c)
Local plan review – to enable Councillors to make a formal response to Shropshire Council’s consultation.  Councillors ran through questionnaire and discussed including Catteralls Lane, Broughall for open market housing development.  Councillors agreed that it does not meet the criteria of sustainable development  as it is an area of rural countryside.  However, single plot exception sites(affordable dwellings) could be built.  Clerk to write to residents who proposed this area for development (if details can be found).
d)
Place plan review – to enable councillors to update priorities for Whitchurch Rural Parish – Councillors discussed amendments - Clerk to return.  
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To confirm the date and location of the next meeting and consideration of agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish Council  - The next meeting will be in Ash on Wednesday 4th January 2018. Meeting declared closed at 9:10pm.  
1

