



Chairman:		Cllr K Howell	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr A Martin; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr W Allen
Cllr R Thompson; 
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Not present
							
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st December 2025 at
Ash Village Hall 

Ordinary Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council
[bookmark: _Hlk210640539]
643	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Meeting was opened at 7:15pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Kay, A Allen and Richardson. Two members of the public attended the Meeting. One member of the public attended to advise the Council that Ash Village Hall will not be submitting a grant funding application to assist with the cost of laying grass matting by the playground. 

644	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Thornhill advised an interest in the White Lion Pub which is to be discussed under Finance. 

645	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd November 2025(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes. Cllr A Martin proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr M Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

646	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

647 	Unitary Councillor’s report 
Cllr Ebbs gave an overview of Community Infrastructure Levy.  Cllr Ebbs is now the Chairman of the CiL Research Committee.  Councillors discussed motocross activity in the parish with Cllr Ebbs who has confirmed that he will try again to attend an event. 
648	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins 
Fly tipping fortnight; On the beat; SC New design guidance documents; 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the meeting dates for 2026.  Members were reminded to register their interests with Shropshire Council if they have not already done so. They were also reminded to change over to their gov.uk email addresses.  
The new design guidance documents were noted. Councillors were asked to look over these. 
Information about electric bikes and scooters from the On The Beat newsletter was noted. NALC’s new GDPR resource information was acknowledged. 
Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, (all agreed) proposed suspending Standing Orders to permit a member of the public to expand upon his email to the Council advising that the Parachute Club intends to apply for an extension of hours to include Sunday operating hours (9-5pm).  
Standing Orders were re-instated. 



649	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropsh

ire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/04318/CPL Brytree Tilstock Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 3JW
Certificate of lawfulness to demonstrate that no development is occurring in the change of use from dwelling to childrens home (for information purposes only)
Noted.

 25/04057/VAR  (validated: 28/10/2025)
Address:  Lea Hall, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NP
Proposal:  Section 73 application to vary Condition 2 attached to planning permission 13/01322/VAR to change wind turbine type
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DT4T0Y0TDLQE00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C24f42ddb1c734b2eb28e08de1d6aeff9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638980542279490706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WdO2GaZZ6x2f5Vf%2Fk%2BKcmEIV8eTasbtij%2B3hHsFeHM8%3D&reserved=0
Cllr W Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Decisions:
25/03520/CPE  (validated: 22/09/2025)
Address:  Oak Hollow, Whixall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2NZ
Proposal:  Certificate of Lawfulness for breach of condition No. 4 attached to Permission N/80/74/WL/173 for a consecutive period of greater than 10 years
Decision:  Certificate – Lawful
Noted. 

c) Planning Inquiry - update
No update at this time. Cllr Thompson thanked Cllr Ebbs for his support in objecting to the application. 

650	Housekeeping 
a) 	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss working group
To take forward to January’s meeting. 

b)	Defib training courses – confirmation of advertising/attendees
It was reported that the session in Ash was very well attended. Eight people are due to attend the Tilstock session this week. 

c)	Tilstock School 
It was agreed that Cllr Howell would write to the School Head in the New Year to introduce herself and encourage closer liaison with the Parish Council.  Provision of play spaces was discussed. 

d)	Confirmation of notice of work from Pond Volunteer Group; Unauthorised activity
Recent work undertaken by the volunteers was noted. The new procedure for maintenance is working well. The volunteers were thanked for their work.
It was noted that a member of the public is undertaking work without consultation with the Parish Council. As such this activity is not covered by the Parish Council’s public liability insurance. Cllr Thompson proposed the Chairman writes to the person to advise that any work undertaken is done so at their own risk and any injuries to themselves or third parties will be their responsibility alone, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 

651	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
Three lights in Tilstock were reported as out. These columns are due to be replaced. A fourth column near the Church is leaning. Cllr Haynes to photograph and the Clerk will report it. 
A light in Ash requires a new connection via Scottish Power. Clerk to liaise with Eon. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The contractor has submitted a tender for the 2026 season at the same price. Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, proposed accepting the quote, all agreed. Clerk to advise. 

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports
The monthly reports were noted. All low/very low risk items reported. To be monitored. 

iv) Tilstock VAS –  quote to replace
The Clerk presented a quote to replace the VAS in Tilstock for £3180.00 plus £460 VAT. Cllr Haynes proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

v) Road closures 
A closure for Maltkiln Lane on 4th March was noted. 

vi) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
Covered under a previous item. 

vii) Motorcross
A very large event planned for last week was cancelled due to the field being waterlogged. There were c100 vehicles in Ash Road.  Many vehicles got stuck in mud.  The adjacent field is now also being used. The events appear to be getting larger.  

652 	Finance:

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/11/25
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£87.47
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	06/09/25
	Bank
	Charges
	£1.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/10/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	--/11/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground November
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	--/11/25
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground November
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	05/11/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/11/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	24/11/25
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance  Ash
	£1434.00
	100720
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	24/11/25
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance Tilstock
	£1050.00
	100721
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	01/12/25
	Employee
	Quarterly expenses
	£tbc
	100722
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/10/25
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£145.86
	
	


A donation of £100 to Wrexham First Responders was proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Haynes as a thank you for the defibrillator training sessions. All agreed. Resolved. 
a)	Bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
Cllr Thornhill proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Thornhill proposed approval of all invoices/payments including the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Bank account application update
This has now been completed and a paying in book has been received. 

e)	Funding request from the White Lion Pub
To take forward. 

f) 	2026-27 Budget for consideration
The Councillors considered the proposed budget for 2026-27 with a 5% uplift as requested at the last meeting.  
The Councillors agreed the budget/anticipated expenditure for the next financial year. The budget will be confirmed in January once Shropshire Council has provided financial information regarding precept amounts. 

g)	Bank update: to agree sum for transfer
Cllr Haynes proposed transferring £100k to the new reserve account, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

h) 	Grounds maintenance quote for 2026/27
Covered under previous item. 

653 	Agenda items for the January (5th) Meeting of the Parish Council
Budget; precept; Strategic objectives plan; motorcross; White Lion funding application.

654	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:50pm. 
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