



Chairman:		Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr C Kettle, Cllr A Martin
		Cllr K Howell; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr W Kay
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Dakin

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th January 2025 at
Ash Village Hall 
518 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm welcoming everyone present to the January Meeting, wishing them a Happy New Year.  
Apologies were received from Cllr A Allen and Cllr Loweth.  
Two members of the public attended the Meeting. The Parish Council received a representation regarding an application to divert a restricted byway as part of the planning application 24/04440/FUL. This route is of historic interest having been named on the 1841 map as Black Lane running from the Beeches to Dearnford.  The resident requested that the Parish Council asks that provision be made to ensure that the path is not lost but kept available permanently.
The second resident queried whether the most recent pond inspection carried out highlighted any safety concerns, in particular in relation to the back of the pond. The Councillors confirmed that it had not.  The resident queried a reference in previous minutes to the Councillors considering blocking off the path to the rear of the pond stating that he would remove any fencing/barriers etc which the Parish Council might install.  The Councillors confirmed that they had discussed installing a safety barrier to prevent access to the rear of the pond but had not taken any decision to date. The Chairman confirmed that additional signage would be installed giving emergency contact information on a fence behind the pond (with the landowner’s permission). This sign was previously installed and removed without permission. The Clerk strongly advised against removing any assets installed by the Parish Council as this would amount to criminal activity and would be reportable to the Police.  One resident left the Meeting. 

519	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

520	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd December 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes. Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

521 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
NALC salary award and updated contract as included in matters for the next agenda. The Clerk confirmed that she had updated the employment contract to the new NALC model to reflect the new NALC recommended pay award which has been forwarded to the Staffing Committee for consideration and recommendation to full Council in February. 
Quote for tree/hedge work in Tilstock playground – to be dealt with under Ward Matters. 



522 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported on a letter sent to Unitary Councillors by the Leader of the Council outlining possible changes ahead to the Local Plan, application determinations, housing numbers as a result of the new White Paper and the format of the Council as a whole.  

523 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: Project Gigabit update; Leader’s update; SaTH updates; Restricted byway diversion consultation
A request for feedback from Atticus Planning for the byway diversion at the Beeches in relation to 24/04440/FUL was noted. The Councillors noted the comments received during the public session. Cllr Haynes proposed that the Parish Council requests that the historic route, Black Lane, be preserved in perpetuity, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. The second resident left the Meeting. 

524	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
No update.

b)	SmartWater rollout – update	
Cllr Kettle confirmed that the SmartWater Team has collected kits from her for distribution. 

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
Ongoing. 

d)	Defibrillators		
Further to discussions at a previous meeting about the unit at the Bowls Club, Cllr Haynes will change the code to ensure that any potential users will have to call 999 in order to gain access to the defibrillator as recommended by WMAS. The Clerk will forward instructions. 

525 Ward Matters 
a) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
The VAS in Ash Parva is working. The VAS in Tilstock is still not working in either direction. To report on FixMyStreet. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The invoices for the 2024 Grounds Maintenance have been received. The Contractor has indicated willingness to continue for the 2025 at the same rate. Cllr Thornhill proposed accepting this offer, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Haynes reported that he has received the quote he was asked to obtain to undertake tree/hedge maintenance in the playground at Tilstock. The quote includes cutting back overhanging branches and the hedge for £200. Cllr Richardson proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) Playgrounds: 	Playground inspection policy – update
This will be updated in line with any decision made regarding play equipment inspections at this meeting. 
-	Quotes for consideration/approval for replacement equipment and maintenance checks
Quotes have now been received from Shropshire Council (which cannot take on any more inspections at this time), Ace Playgrounds at £75 + VAT per inspection and from Ray Parry Playgrounds at £35 + VAT per inspection. Cllr Haynes proposed accepting the quote from Ray Parry for monthly visual/operational inspections to be carried out so that the reports are available for the monthly meetings, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk was asked to arrange another site visit for the Playground Working Group in two week’s time. 
Three quotes for replacement equipment have now been received.  Two came in over the Christmas period. To enable the Councillors to properly consider the quotes it was proposed by Cllr Howell to move a decision to February’s meeting, seconded by Cllr Kay , all agreed. Resolved. The Clerk was asked to prepare a spreadsheet including all of the quotation information for comparison purposes. 

- 	Insurance claim update if appropriate
The Clerk reported that she has not received any further information from the Insurance company. 

d)	Highways – to report concerns/Update on Tilstock development adoptions
The Clerk confirmed that Church Close is currently unadopted, however, Shropshire Council is working with Persimmon Homes to complete the adoption.  The sewers have been adopted by Severn Trent and road defects are to be undertaken after which the adoption will be completed. 
The developer of Vicarage Gardens and Cherry Orchard Way is in liquidation. The sewers are under a Section 104 agreement with Severn Trent. The estate road and footways will probably be adopted by Shropshire Council if this can be agreed via the Liquidator.

The footway between Ash Parva and Ash Magna has still not been cleared. This was a priority job identified by Highways. Action: To chase up. The Clerk confirmed that overgrown/overhanging hedges fall under riparian responsibility.

e)	Street lighting – Eon checklist/quotes for new lanterns
The Clerk confirmed that she submitted another requested for quotes on 17th December. She has not received any information to date. 

f)	Footpaths/bridleways 
No matters were raised. 

526	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications:
 24/04440/FUL  (validated: 21/11/2024)
Address:  The Beeches, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NG
Proposal:  Proposed solar farm, battery energy storage facility and associated infrastructure
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SN9JQETDLT900
The Councillors agreed to support this application with the caveat that provision be made be ensure that Black Lane be preserved as a route of historic interest as proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

24/04696/FUL  (validated: 11/12/2024)
Address:  Laurel Cottage, 23 Church Lane, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SOBT2JTD07U00
No objections were raised. Councillors agreed to support the application as proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Thompson. All agreed. Resolved. 


24/04714/FUL  (validated: 19/12/2024)
Address:  Skydive Tilstock, The Parachute Centre, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of extension to existing aircraft hangar
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SOEA7GTDM9T00

This application was received on 20ht December 2024 but was too late for inclusion on the agenda. The deadline for comments is 10th January. In light of this information Cllr Thornhill proposed that the Councillors discuss the application at this meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved.  
No objections were raised. Councillors agreed to support the application as proposed by Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Martin. All agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Thompson asked for the Clerk to minute conveyed thanks to her for the comprehensive planning response submitted on behalf of the Council to confirm the objections raised by the Parish Council to the application submitted by Boningale Homes for 70 new houses in Tilstock.  The Councillors joined Cllr Thompson in thanking the Clerk.  

b) Decisions:
24/03157/FUL  (validated: 16/08/2024)
Address:  Shropshire Gate Manor , Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EH
Proposal:  Formation of agricultural/equestrian building to provide covered horse exercise area, stables/storage facility and horse walker
Decision:  Refuse
Noted.

527	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval; Confirmation of receipt of updated accounts
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the updated accounting spreadsheets, statements and reconciliation. Cllr Richardson proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Richardson proposed the approval of all payments as listed below, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 

The Clerk reported that the mandate is in need of updating. Councillors provided details  for inclusion on the mandate. Those persons included on the current mandate no longer on the Council to be removed. To be updated online accordingly as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Kettle,  all agreed. Resolved. 

c) Budget 2025-26 for approval
The Councillors considered the updated budget which now includes updated salary and NI details.  The Clerk advised that operational spend will come in at c£30,516.72 so with a suggested precept of £28,126.35 there will be a potential deficit of just under £3k, however there may be savings within the budgeted amounts.  The new requirement for National Insurance contributions has been factored in.  A further £19k has been transferred from general reserves into the playground renovation reserves as agreed in December. 

d) Gov.uk domain name and email addresses - update
The Clerk reported that she has contacted HugoFox for an update. The application is due to be processed shortly. 

e)	To agree the precept request for 2025-26 
The Councillors considered the precept request for 2025-26 and agreed to request a precept of 
£28,126.35 as proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	06/10/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/10/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£638.11
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/11/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/12/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	19/12/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	24/10/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£20.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/12/24
	ICO
	GDPR payment
	£35.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/25
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership
	£90.00
	100695
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/25
	SLCC
	Clerk’s training
	£112.50
	100696
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/25
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£193.41
	100697
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/12/24
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance Tilstock
	£1350.00
	100698
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	18/12/2
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance Ash
	£1986.00
	100699
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	
Date 
	
Name
	
Receipt
	
Amount
	
	

	16/12/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£176.92
	
	



The NALC pay award for 2024-25 Clerk’s and backdated salary adjustment payment in line with the NALC pay awards was proposed by Cllr Kay for approval, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. 
The Clerk advised that in line with the Government’s changes WRPC will now be liable to pay NI contributions which will amount to £37.29pm, £447.48 pa. This has been factored into the updated budget. 
As previously confirmed, an updated copy of the NALC new model contract of employment has been forwarded to the Staffing Committee for consideration. 

528	Agenda items for the 3rd February 2025 Meeting (Tilstock)
Playground quotes; Ground maintenance quote

529	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:37pm. 
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