WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 4th January 2016 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd, Cllr L Chesters; Cllr R Butler; Cllr A Allen; 

Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Chambers; Cllr T Hunter
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1
Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the January 2016 Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council wishing everyone a Happy New Year and opened proceedings at 7:15pm.   Two members of the public were present.  Cllr G Dakin sent his apologies.  Mr Parker raised the matter of the grounds maintenance expressing the opinion that the village is more untidy than ever before.  Noted that the road sweeper comes through the middle of the village but not the side roads such as Ash Lane and Church Lane and requested that the PC arranges to have the others swept.  One the subject of the precept he hopes that the PC will be keeping it the same.  He further reported that the Higginson Trust are considering grant applications and have made Christmas donations.  
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent: No apologies were received.

3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests – Dispensations previously given for participation in precept setting.

4 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs – None 

5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th December 2015. Cllr W Allen arrived at 19:18. Cllrs confirmed that they had received the Minutes and had read them.  Cllr Chambers proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed.  Duly signed by the Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: No matters raised.
7 Unitary Councillor’s report: Cllr Dakin sent apologies.

8
Community Policing Update: PCC Newsletters/West Mercia PCC update; PCC precept consultation: Chair asked if anyone wished to respond on behalf of the PC: no volunteers.  Cllr A Allen reported that they had gone to the garden security drop in event put on by the Police.  Next event on Sunday 10th January at Tesco for property marking (horse tack etc).  
9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – PC inspection reports: Cllr Martinson gave an inspection report with no problems noted.  
ii)
Street lighting: 
a) 
Items to report: lights day-burning on Tilstock Lane, no lights outside the Round House, Tilstock Lane; Give way signs still not illuminated. Clerk to report.
b)
Cllr Martinson reported that the first stage of the Eon contract is to be started shortly but the invoicing will be delayed until April.  
iii) 
Grounds Maintenance Contract for 2016 – Resident’s comments noted. Tenders being gathered for February’s meeting.  
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10
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: Cllr Martinson reported that items have been chased.  Drain cover by Tilstock Lane junction with B5476 outside the Round House – is blocked and needs clearing and the kerb needs raising (previously agreed to) to prevent water flowing into the Round House.  Cllr Martinson reminded Cllrs of outcomes of site visits at which these issues have been discussed.  Cllr Power asked if a letter has been sent to landowners to remind them to clean up the roads.  Cllr Martinson suggested that timing is key and perhaps a letter should be sent timed with harvesting.  Cllr Power reported that the road sweeper has been through as requested but unfortunately to little effect.  Cllrs asked if this can be extended to other side roads during the monthly route.  Cllr Martinson to draft a letter for landowners.
ii)
Safer roads partnership scheme: update of volunteers: Cllr Martinson reminded Cllrs that Cllr Chambers had been asked to liaise with local Tilstock residents to co-ordinate volunteers. To report in February.
iii) 
Report from Cllr Chambers re proposal to bring mains gas to Tilstock: Cllr Chambers reported that previously this had been deemed unfeasible due to lack of take up. He suggested infrastructure locally needs upgrading and this supply needs revisiting particularly in light of new developments.  Cllr Hunter asked if the companies have a minimum take up number to make such a proposal viable.  Cllr Chambers requested that initial approaches be made to establish possibility.  Transco.  Clerk to investigate. 
iv)
Brown Moss street naming update: Clerk updated with progress.
11
Housekeeping

a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
b.  i) LJC; ii) NSAC (21st March); iii)  Village Hall Committees: Cllr Chesters reported that the Tilstock Village Hall committee has confirmed a donation towards the fence for the School field; iv) Charities: Whitchurch Relief In Need gave donations of £45 to needy recipients at Christmas;
v) Emergency planning: See below re defibrillator. Clerk to provide info re defibrillator for Cllrs. 
vi) Tilstock School: Fencing being started next Monday. Have applied for a grant from Tesco for the School to create a ‘hub’ in the School grounds including an amount for the proposed defibrillator cabinet.  Have heard that they have successfully made it through the first stage;
c. Website – Discuss website provision /Transparency code funding application: 2Shrop.net is very likely to be closed this year.  An alterative must be found to replace the service in order to comply with the Transparency Code.  Clerk recommended that someone goes to the SALC training with HugoFox in January.  Reports from the December session have been very positive.  Information from an alternative provider was circulated by the Clerk via email in December as a comparison.  Councils can apply to NALC for financial assistance in setting up a website.  Cllrs discussed pros and cons of affiliating to other local sites and the benefits of outsourcing the job to a company.  Cllr Martinson gave details of the funding available from NALC: funding deadline is 16th January, with one further date in February.  Cllr Chambers to investigate setting up a new village website for Tilstock and Cllr Martinson to look into utilising the current Ash village site with the Clerk possibly as an administrator for the Parish Council pages.  
d. Clerk’s annual review/appraisal: Date set for 13th January. 
e. Parish Plan – Cllr Martinson reminded Council Members that this now needs reviewing.  Cllr Butler raised parking issues, road safety, street lighting as possible additions to take forward.  Running through items: Site allocations for new developments are now known which has been delivered; mains gas is being requested; attempts have been made to improve infrastructure ie drainage; no neighbourhood watch scheme currently in Tilstock; Smartwater talks/demonstrations have been undertaken; community litter pick undertaken in Ash; dog waste bins have been moved/installed; better signage has been requested; waymarkers installed; purchased car park in Tilstock.  The cycleway improvements have not tackled to date.  Acknowledged that a bus service exists in Tilstock.  North  Salop Wheelers need support.  Speed reducing ../3
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11 Housekeeping e) cont

measures have been implemented.  Broadband is being installed more widely.  Website may address the newsletter requirement.  Parish Council needs to decide if much of the existing plan requires updating as many items have been achieved/addressed.  Cllrs agreed they need to contact previous Parish Plan members to obtain original copy and monies remaining which should be transferred to the Parish Council.  Final accounts request to be made to John Main.  Interested in reviewing it? 
12 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information: Clerk circulated current figures to statement date of 16th  December.  Cllr Thompson, proposed salary, seconded by Cllr W Allen all agreed.
ii)
Tender received for 2015/16 internal audit: Quote received for £160.  Cllr W Allen proposed, Cllr Thompson seconded, all agreed to accept the tender and appoint SDH Accounting.
iii)
Review of current budget/spend with view to preparation of budget/precept request for 2016/17: Cllr Martinson circulated a ‘spend’ update on spend in relation to the precept request.  Will need to apply for £18,043.00 in order to show a 0 % increase on a band D property.  Cllrs discussed budget allocation including Eon’s maintenance plan.  Cllr Martinson invited comments from Councillors.  Cllr Thompson suggested increasing the precept in order to enable the PC to carry out works that Shropshire Council has hitherto failed to address ie flooding due to lack of adequate drainage.  Cllr A Allen pointed out that there is money in reserve which should be used (keeping adequate reserves for contingencies as per regulatory requirements).  
No CTSG coming forward.  Cllr Hunter stated that the PC is meeting local needs and has achieved much recently but need to continue to do so and favoured raising the precept.  Cllr Chambers agreed to the proposal in order to pick up SC’s shortfall at a local level.  Cllr Power reminded Cllrs that monies need to be ring-fenced for potential spend going forward.  Cllr Thompson reminded Cllrs that the PC minutes for the last 20 years demonstrate a need to carry out remedial works on the footway between Ash and Tilstock and to address the worsening flooding issues.   Cllr Power expressed the view that the reserves need to be used before increasing the precept request.  Cllr Butler and W Allen agreed that there is no plan highlighted for 16/17 to justify increasing the precept.  The defibrillator aspiration is budgeted for.  Upgrading street lighting beyond Eon’s maintenance plan will need to be addressed in another year with outside funding.  Cllr Martinson proposed setting a precept of 0% increase: £18,043.00 seconded by Cllr A Allen, 7 in favour, 3 against: motion carried.  £1700 identified as being potentially left over at year end be allocated to the second defibrillator, proposed by Cllr Martinson, seconding by Cllr Power, all agreed.
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/12/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	
	
	
	
	


iv)
Tesco local community scheme: Discussed previously. .../4
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13
 Planning:
i) Applications: None received at time of agenda preparation
ii)
Decisions: 

15/03922/FUL 13 Hawkstone View, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JN
Proposal: Erection of a two storey rear extension and detached double garage
Decision: Grant Permission

iii)
Confirmation of formal adoption of SAMDev Plan by Shropshire Council: noted. Cllr Martinson confirmed the refusal of the application for one dwelling behind Magna Dene on grounds of unsustainability and the formal adoption of the SAMDev Plan. 
iv) 
Review developments with outline/pending permissions in Tilstock: 3 sites in Tilstock all now have outline planning permission.  Two sites are currently on the market.  Cllr Chambers wants to have a plan in place for the access/egress from the Vicarage site when it comes in for full planning.  Cllr Martinson suggested holding extra meetings as and when the full plans are put forward for discussion outside a regular pc meeting.


14 Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes; 

ii) Shropshire Council’s Big Conversation – discuss


15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

An opportunity for Councillors to bring local items of interest or concern to the Council for future discussion/consideration. Meeting on 26th January concerning community assets.
Cllr Martinson brought it to the Council’s attention that Mr Richard Matson has sadly passed away, and that Margaret Whitehead, former Ash resident for 27years, has been made a Dame in the New Year’s Honours List.  
Cllr Martinson declared the Meeting closed at 21:10 thanking everyone for attending.  


Date of next meeting: Monday 1st February Tilstock Village Hall
Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th January 2016 were accepted and approved by 

Whitchurch Rural Parish Council at a Meeting held on:  
1st February 2016
Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...

