Minutes of the Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 5th December 2016 

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 5th December 2016 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr A Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr C Chambers; Cllr P Thompson
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce


1 Welcome/Present & Apologies and/or Absent & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the December Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  There were 2 members of the public present.  Cllr Dakin sent apologies.  
Resident raised missing Ash Parva sign and asked if the Parish Council could register land outside the pub with the Land Registry.  Cllr Dodd reported that Highways are going to inform the Parish Council what they are responsible for.   Mr Parker queried arrangements for local site visits with the new development.  The Chair confirmed that this is not a formal arrangement and will not be advertised.  Gave his view on the defibrillator provision, installation and on-going maintenance arrangements.  No codes are needed for access to the defibrillator.  Salt box request by pond received.  
Apologies received from Cllr Butler, Power and Chesters.

2 Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Dispensation Requests
No declarations or dispensation requests received: Cllr Dodd reminded the Members he originally had an interest in the anaerobic digester application and would withdraw from any discussion.
 

3 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th November 2016
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Chambers proposed them to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.

4 Matters arising/action taken from the approved Minutes not otherwise included below
Future consideration of planning applications; £25 agreed for Playing Fields Association – need to do cheque for payment  - Chair confirmed with Councillors that they agreed this at the last Meeting (as per Minutes) all agreed.  Cllr Martinson raised future electronic consideration of planning applications going forward and to ensure that everyone has access available.  Cllr Chambers asked if paper plans could still be provided.  Cllr Martinson suggested the Halls would need appropriate equipment  ie wifi, projector etc (Ash Hall is looking into this arrangement).  Cllr Thompson proposed no change to current system.  Clerk to respond that they would prefer same system.  Suggested agents to provide hard copy. Cllr A Allen seconded, all agreed. Clerk confirmed that the telephone kiosk consultation has been responded to.  
5 Unitary Councillor’s report & 6 Community Policing Update (if available): The Chair reported that Cllr Dakin has started investigating with Highways adoption of Church Close, Tilstock. Cllr Chambers asked if it could be arranged for the PC to have a position update on Future Fit as changes will have an impact on local communities.  Owen Paterson supports 2 A&E departments, Cllr Dakin has said he is in favour of Telford. Wants to ensure local voice is put forward.  To include Future Fit on next agenda. Parents have been fined £50k for taking children out of school without permission, where has that money gone?  Wants definitive statement on how it is collected, when and where it goes.  Cllr Martinson reported that a request for a 30mph limit for Ash Parva could come out of the CiL money from the development.  Officer has responded VAS could cost up to £6k.  Without the sign the cost would be £2500 dependent upon traffic survey and police enforcement.  Would be scope if no preferential schemes in place plan.  Suggests PC follows up through Andrew Stirling. Cllr Chambers queried why the CiL money cannot come direct to the PC not via Shropshire Council.  Clerk to contact Cllr Dakin.
7
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – PC inspection reports/Annual inspection report: Tree still overhanging the zip wire in the Ash playground. Landowner to be contacted.
ii)
Street lighting: a) items to report; b) update on works: currently waiting for SP to complete the final 14 transfers (ie most of Tilstock).  1 column’s base cannot be accessed  due to wall in front of door.  Everything else is complete.  Cannot go onto lower charge rate until works complete.  
8
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: Nothing to report/update.
ii)
Dates for Tilstock Highways site visit: Cllr Martinson trying to make appointment to discuss place plan issues with Highways.  Still awaiting a date.  Reported from a meeting in Tilstock with residents who discussed traffic matters.  Has updated place plan with proposals put forward by Cllr Chambers and agreed at the previous meeting.  Has recruited 6 local people who will attend speed gun training.  Will need to start from scratch with application process.  


9
Housekeeping

a)
Councillor’s reports – chair reported charity meeting to provide county wide Christmas gifts; Cllr Dodd attended the public rights of way meeting. 
b) 
Website –  Chair confirmed website is up to date and requested inclusion of other items.
c)
Defibrillators – Ash defibrillator is up and working: training session Wednesday 14th at 7:30pm.  No update from Tilstock Bowling club yet as to whether they will take the defibrillator.  
d)
Place Plan update: Chair has circulated by email place plan update.  Cllr Martionson asked which items the PC members want to consider for next year’s projects.  All traffic items have to go through the road safety policy submission process.  What is financially viable for the PC to take on?  Councillors discussed the priorities - many traffic items need to be taken forward.
Everybody Active funding grants available which could be applied for in relation to items on place plan.  Cllr Chambers volunteered to look into applying to update play areas.  

Items for inclusion discussed/considered:

Permissive footpath  creation costs; Footpath between Ash and Whitchurch; Footway between Ash Parish Rooms and White Lion pub ;Community seating: seats in Tilstock; Allotments – no requests received.   .  Adult equipment/equipment upgrades for playgrounds; VAS suggested for Hollins Lane junction:; Tilstock lane with Wem road – take to one lane; Environmental improvement package for each village  listing priorities; Upgrading of passing places along lanes entering villages.

Cllr Chambers proposed prioritising item 23 with CiL money seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.
e) Elections: running agenda item. 
10 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Rec/Budget for information/consideration

ii)
Invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
iii)
Budget/precept setting - Discuss

iv)
Devolution of services – financial implications/contribution – Discuss
10 Finance cont
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/10/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	Nov 16
	Ash Parish Rooms
	Room Hire
	£180.00
	100302

	Nov 16
	Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£76.50
	100303

	Nov 16
	Playing fields association
	Donation
	£25
	100304


Clerk’s salary Cllr A Allen, seconded, Cllr C Chambers, rest of invoices proposed for payment by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr Hunter.

TBVH charge £17 per session with 10% discount, Ash charges £20 per session (normally £30).  

Cllr Martinson raised the budget and setting of the precept.   Clerk to provide year end forecast in January.  Scottish power and maintenance figures unknown with new adjusted led lighting.  
Cllr Martinson proposed putting grass maintenance contract onto 3 year contract.  This may require an inflation provision.
Ran through the other items to take into consideration.  Signage has been included at £1000 to cover all signs which have been requested.  

Election fees listed as £300; Clerk recommends £2000 as a contingency.  Chair suggested this should be taken out of the reserves not provided for in the year’s precept application.  2016-17 precept was £18,043.  No contribution for devolution of services catered for in this proposed budget.  The Town Council is currently concentrating on taking over the running of the library.  Recommendations have been made by Shropshire Council that precepts are rasied by a small increase at a time rather than in one large increase.  

Cllr Chambers reminded the Parish Council Members that he previously proposed raising the precept seconded by Cllr Thompson. He proposed again raising the precept to enable the Parish Council to plan to pickup services.  Cllr Thompson seconded this.  Reserves will be drawn upon to pay for the lighting - c£6-7k to be used for paying for the lights   Currently £24k in the bank at the moment.  Cllr W Allen agreed that the precept should be raised to make provision for future contributions towards devolution.  Suggested raising local awareness as to why the precept might be raised. Cllr Hunter supporting increase. Cllr Dodd also supported raising the precept.  Cllr A Allen expressed the view that as the reserve will be eaten into with the lighting and wanting to support devolution so will support increase but would prefer it is kept as low as possible.  
11
Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by email including: 

Future Fit updates; SALC bulletins; Brown Moss Habitat Management: more trees to come down – rep to come in May;

Tender received from SDH Accounting to carry out 2016/17 Internal Audit: Councillors acknowledged receipt of the tender and 

SDH accounting – tender for internal audit – c £165 – proposed by Cllr Martinson in favour of accepting, seconded by Cllr Hunter all agreed.  Clerk to inform.
12
 Planning: 

i) Applications: 
16/05173/FUL  (validated: 11/11/2016)
Address:  8 West View, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DZ
Proposal:  Erection of self-contained granny annex ancillary to the main dwelling
Applicant: Ms Sarah Cowley
No objections received: proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr P Thompson – all in favour.
Two applications received post agenda to be taken forward for consideration at January meeting: 16/05444/FUL and 16/05218/FUL

ii) 
Decisions: 

16/04323/FUL  (validated: 26/09/2016)
Address:  Llandoge Cottage, Hollinwood, Whixall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2NP
Proposal:  Erection of part single part two storey rear extensions.
Decision:  Grant Permission

16/03736/FUL  (validated: 19/08/2016)
Address:  Dearnford Hall, Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JJ
Proposal:  Erection of portal framed agricultural livestock and storage building
Decision:  Grant Permission

16/04536/FUL  (validated: 04/10/2016)
Address:  5 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Erection of a two storey side extension
Decision:  Grant Permission
16/03998/FUL  (validated: 18/10/2016)
Address:  Proposed Dwelling North West Of 12A, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of detached bungalow and retaining wall (using existing access)
Decision:  Withdrawn
iii)
Anaerobic digester - 16/04784/VAR Broughall Fields, Ash Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DE Variation of conditions 2, 3 and 8 attached to 14/01398/MAW dated 19/12/2014 (for the installation of an anaerobic digestion plant) to alter the site layout and increase the quantity of feedstock accepted at the site. (Whitchurch Town Council area application): PC is not a consultee but the plot abutts the parish boundary – The Chair asked does the PC wish to make comment: impact on roads with increased traffic going through the parish adversely affecting residents; Cllr Dodd withdrew; Cllr Hunter that the AD has no licence is operate at present– water course and bore hole within distance. Cllr W Allen also declared interest.  Cllr Chambers  concerns over traffic but would like additional information.  Cllr Thompson: queried increase in traffic.  No comment to make.  Cllr Martinson proposed making comment of objection in relation to the detrimental impact of increased HGV traffic movements through the parish – seconded by Cllr A Allen.  All agreed to make comment. Resolved.
iv)
Proposed parking charges – Whitchurch Tesco car park – proposal to fine people parking if cars stay longer than 3 hours.  Open letter received from resident. Land gifted to community.  Cllr A Allen stated that they should not be imposing this fine. Tesco do not own the land so have no authority to make the charge.  Cllr Dodd queried where the money would go to. Councillors agreed that this fine should not be imposed as Tesco do not own the land.  Whitchurch market town and should not be compromised by parking charges.  Cllr Martinson proposed submitting objection, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved.
13
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda
An opportunity for Councillors to bring local items of interest or concern to the Council for future discussion/consideration

Clerk reminded Councillors of the scheduled meeting dates for 2017.
There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 21.15.

Whitchurch Rural Parish Council - Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th December 2016 were approved at a Meeting held on 4th January 2017

Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...
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