WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 2nd December 2019


Chairman:

Cllr A. Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr. S Taylor

Shropshire Councillor: 

G. Dakin 

Locum Clerk

Mrs L McCormack
Public:

Five


121/19 Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

(a) The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:15 pm welcoming everyone present to the December Meeting of the Parish Council. 
(b)  Apologies from Cllrs. S Power and R Butler were received and accepted. 
(c) There were no other absences or announcements to report 

(d) Public participation: - 


A resident asked what projects Whitchurch Rural Parish Council has to become carbon neutral? Two suggestions were to plant trees and install electric car chargers for both villages 
A resident raised concerns regarding the WiFi & screen; if this was a fixture how would the PC handle meetings at Tilstock Village Hall? And who can use the WiFi? The Chair explained that the PC propose to purchase a portable projector and the intention is that WiFi would be available for anyone to use. 

A resident asked why the Parish Council was spending another £500 on wildflowers and whether this expenditure would be ongoing or one-off project?  The Chair explained that there was a request to extend the areas of wilding. 
A resident raised concerns regarding the development in Ash Magna, the driveway to the affordable house has already been constructed to the road edge despite there being no appeal decision as yet in respect of removal of the footpath. The Parish Council confirmed that their comments had been submitted to the Inspector re-affirming their comments at the application stage. 

The agent and applicant in respect of application 19/04922/FUL Spring House attended and explained the reasons for the application. They acknowledged the conservation officer comments however, given that there are no near neighbours, they don’t consider scale is an issue. The increase of the footprint equates to 20% and the roof height is 1m lower than existing. The applicant is working with the conservation team to address some of the matters raised.  
A resident noted that the agenda was not on the noticeboard in Ash Magna.
122/19
Declarations of Interest 

 None 
123/19 Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th November 2019
Members confirmed that they had received and read the minutes.  Cllr Dodd proposed to accept the minutes as read, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 

RESOLVED:-The minutes be signed a true and accurate record

124/19
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
None 
125/19
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports- None 

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report – 

Cllr. Dakin had attended a seminar on local plans & development. Members are looking strongly at affordable housing locally. Cllr. Dakin invited the Parish Council to become involved; he distributed flyers for Right Home Right Place housing needs survey. Cllr Dodd has raised this matter with Shropshire Council Local Plans. Cllr. Dakin also offered to invite a planning representative to attend a Parish Council meeting. 
The Highways Department confirmed that the installation of a “no left turn sign” before the junction in Tilstock will be included in highways programme for the coming year. 

126/19
Housekeeping
a)
There is no further update from the Parish Council’s solicitor regarding proposed adoption of Ash Parva
 footpath, parking spaces and pond area.

Cllr Thornhill raised a matter of risk in relation to the pond; the insurance company is not the right body to comment, and questioned whether the Parish Council could be considered to have demonstrated it had taken all reasonable steps without commissioning a proper risk assessment.  The Parish Council had installed a life belt & sign.  Cllr Thornhill proposed researching the cost of a H&S audit. 
b)
Insurance: Members deferred the matter of updating the asset register and insurance policy to reflect the proposed adoption of footpath, car parking spaces and pond pending an update from the solicitors 

127/19
Parish/Ward Matters: 

(a) Playground Inspection Reports:-

Cllr. Dodd reported that the inspections are up to date for Ash play area and no issues to report. 
No report available for Tilstock. 

The quotation for new signage for both Ash and Tilstock play areas was received. Cllr. Dodd proposed and Cllr. Taylor seconded that the Parish Council accept the quote. All in favour.

RESOLVED: the amount of £45.42 is approved

(b) Street lighting: 

No matters requiring attention in respect of street lights although members asked that new lights be considered for the development south of Ash Hall. 
(c )
Direction Signs: 

A request has been received from a resident to renovate the historic fingerpost in Ash Magna. Members agreed that the Parish Council investigate procedure and seek quotes for this. 

(d)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services

Feedback from site visit with Portfolio Holder for Highways:-
Highways to consider a one-way system from the lorry park at the junction of the A41/A49. It is acknowledged that the new one way sign for Tilstock is included in the highways programme for the coming year. The requested speed restriction to 50 mph on the duel carriageway is unlikely to be implemented in the near future. Members asked the Shropshire Councillor whether money was available from Whitchurch Biogas development for highway improvements locally?  

Road Closure:  Ash House Farm Junction to Lea Hall Junction, Ash 
Start Date: 4th February 2020
End Date: 4th February 2020
Purpose: Road Closure - To undertake health and safety check on 2 telecom poles.
Works Promoter:   BT Works Promoter Ref: BC005PT789W00BLQ63774JRM
Enforcement pattern for Ash House Farm Junction to Lea Hall Junction, Ash: 09.30 - 15.30 hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=115511044
128/19
Correspondence
Members acknowledged receipt of correspondence circulated via email including SALC bulletins; web accessibility guidelines; News in Brief; Payphone removal consultation; NSAC meeting minutes; On the Beat newsletter

129/19 Planning: 
a)
Members considered the following applications: 
i)
Applications: 

19/05059/FUL  (validated: 18/11/2019)
Address:  3 Longwood Cottages, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4ER
Proposal:  Change of use of land to equestrian use to include the erection of a timber stable barn, outdoor horse exercise area and horse walker for private use
RESOLVED: Members having no comment to make resolved unanimously to support the application  
19/04922/FUL  (validated: 13/11/2019)
Address:  Spring House, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NJ
Proposal:  Alterations in connection with reconfiguration of the property to include erection of a two storey side extension following demolition of existing single storey wrap around extension
RESOLVED: Members considered the application is an improvement on the existing extension and unanimously supported the application  
19/04874/FUL (validated 05/11/2019)

Address: Ivy House 2 The Meadows Ash Parva 

Proposal: Erection of single storey extension to the side of the property 
RESOLVED: Members having no comment to make resolved unanimously to support the application

ii)
Decisions: 
19/01504/VAR  (validated: 04/04/2019)
Address:  Morton Lodge , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AF
Proposal:  Variation of condition number 6 (permitted development rights) attached to planning permission reference 12/04818/FUL dated 08/07/2013 to allow loft conversion to create first floor accommodation
Decision:  Grant Permission
NB Cllr. Dakin confirmed that subject to the above the restrictions remain on this property retaining its affordable status 
19/03143/FUL  (validated: 18/07/2019)
Address:  Barn South Of Ivy Farm Cottage, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Conversion of traditional agricultural dutch barn to 1No dwelling and associated amenity space
Decision:  Refuse

19/04471/TPO  (validated: 09/10/2019)
Address:  Pond Adjacent To, Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  To reduce the length of two boughs (maximum of a third of branch length) as indicated on plan 1no Oak tree and 1no Willow tree protected by Shropshire Council (Pond at Ash Parva, Whitchurch) TPO 2019
Decision:  Grant Permission
19/03498/VAR  (validated: 06/08/2019)
Address:  New Dwelling East Of Oak Hollow, Whixall, Shropshire, SY13 2NZ
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 14/00937/FUL dated 22 April 2015
Decision:  Grant Permission
19/04077/CPE  (validated: 13/09/2019)
Address:  Land East Of Oak Hollow, Whixall, Shropshire, SY13 2NZ
Proposal:  Proof of commencement of works relating to planning ref 14/00937/FUL re new detached dwelling adjacent to Oak Hollow SY13 2NZ
Decision:  Grant Permission





130/19
Finance:

a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation 
The bank reconciliation/financial reports were received and accepted 
The Chairman signed the accounts as reconciled
b) Quotation for replacement playground signs from RDS of £45.42 is approved
c) The following invoices are presented for payment (including those presented post agenda publication)
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/11/19
	The Parish Room- Ash
	Room Hire
	£220.00
	100402
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/11/19
	RDS
	Playground signs
	£45.42
	100403
	


d) Computer equipment/WiFi : 
Members considered the quotes for installing WiFi into Ash Parish Rooms
The quote from Zen is for ADSL. The preference is for unlimited fibre broadband and a router with guest access. Both quotes from Zen and PlusNet were for unlimited usage. Members deferred a decision pending further investigation with regard to the router. 

Screen :

Members considered the quotes received:-

i) Barlows £1125.00 plus VAT for the installation and supply of an electric ceiling mounted screen to include scaffolding to install the screen as it is at high level and fixed spur installation.
ii) Securasound £810.71 plus VAT with the option of fixed spur
Cllr. Taylor proposed that the Parish Council accept the Securasound quote, seconded by Cllr. Dodd. All in favour. 

RESOLVED :  Securasound undertake the screen installation. 

Members requested the insurance position be established as this is a Parish Council asset installed in premises which do not belong to the Parish Council   
(e)
Budgets 
Members considered projects for 2020-21 with a view to precept setting in January
- The cost of new street lights needs to be incorporated into next year’s plan; being one in Tilstock and two in Ash 

- Question whether 2% is sufficient increase?
- Investigate installation of car charging meter - costs & location.
(f) Internal audit 2019/20 accounts 
Members received the quote in respect of internal audit
Cllr. Hunter proposed that the appointment of S Hackett at the price quoted be accepted, seconded by Cllr. Taylor, all in favour. 

RESOLVED: to appoint S Hackett as internal auditor 
131/19
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

(a) Carbon neutral projects; feasibility, cost & location of car charging installation 
(b) Risk assessment/H & S audit in respect of the pond in Ash Parva

(c) Update asset register and insurance policy following adoption of the footpath, car parking spaces and pond in Ash Parva

(d) Restoration of historic signpost, Ash Magna 

(e) Quotes for new street lights/consideration of lights outside the development south of Ash Hall
(f) Next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday, 6th January 2020
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, wished everyone a happy Christmas and declared the Meeting closed at   8:30 pm. 
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