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WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 3rd October 2016 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Butler; Cllr A Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr C Chambers
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce


1 Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the October Meeting of the Parish Council opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  No members of the public were present.  Nicki Young and Cllr G Dakin were present.

2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent
Apologies were received from Cllr L Chesters which were duly accepted by the Council.
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests – None made 

4 Requests for Dispensations for DPIs – No requests were received.


5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th September 2016 proposed by Cllr J Dodd, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Chair duly signed the Minutes.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

7 Unitary Councillor’s report: New police commissioner is keen to get speed training for Community Speed Watch Schemes underway. The  Chair confirmed that a group will be doing training in Tilstock.  Friday’s cabinet meeting at Shirehall will break even this year.  Have now gone into reserves as a quick fix.  By 2019/20 funding deficit of £28m.  Shropshire Council needs to be self sufficient.  Lots of initiatives going on to sell small holdings etc.  Need to reinvest the capital and to concentrate on the statutory obligations.  
Devolution of services workshop to be held on 11th October 5:30-7pm re clustering of Parishes.
Nicki Young: conversations will be led on clustering by the Parish Councils – contributions are looked for from the parishes to help keep services available and open – not full recovery.  No set figures just looking for a contribution.  Chair asked if SC would like WR to put on agenda discussion about setting an appropriate figure to contribute.  Team Leisure currently run the pool but this will expire in 2 years.  3% of users of the library come from Ash.  WTC being lead council with the parishes making contributions towards the services they take on.  Cllr Chambers expressed view it is a positive move to be able to open dialogue and work with the County Council at this level. The PC needs to demonstrate we are willing and able to participate.  Councillors discussed the Parish Council taking on more powers and getting more involved in contributing to the running of local services.  Cllr Power queried what difference a small contribution from WR will make.  Councillors expressed their views positively on taking on more power/control.  Cllr Hunter suggested local business contributions/sponsorship would help.  Nicki Young suggested proposing company involvement at the next clustering meeting.  
Cllr Dakin reported the defibrillator can be fitted at the School at a cost of £40. Tilstock Village Hall has been asked to pay for the defibrillator to be fitted (Ash Parish  Room has funded the installation of the defibrillator in Ash). Chair proposed PC funds it if not. Councillors agreed the PC should pay in order to expedite the installation.  Training will be arranged.  Fire service has agreed to provide the training service.  
LJC meeting Wednesday 19th October 7pm in Ash – Richmond surgery; Neil Wilcox to speak about services.

8 Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i) Playground – Chair reported she has been through the inspection report – gave an overview of the items requiring attention.  Cllr Martinson proposed asking David Gresty to attend to as many items that he can manage and to request whether the village hall would like to have the football goal posts removed.  This motion was seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  Cllr Thompson reported resident has suggested that the playground hedges need cutting – Cllr Martinson confirmed that this falls under the remit of the Parish  Room  Committee.
ii)
Street lighting: LED lighting is being installed in Ash.  The Chair reported that she asked for Tilstock to be done first – engineer reported problems in Tilstock which has necessitated Ash being given priority.  Chair to investigate.  

9
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: 
The Clerk has forwarded responses to items previously reported by email.  Tom Le Grand’s home is opposite St Vincents.  Councillors discussed the response from Highways on the subject of gully clearing and the drains again.  
ii) 
Safer Roads Partnership scheme: Training date possibly to be set as 17/10 but to be confirmed. Participants noted the date and confirmed their availability.
B5476 : Chair confirmed that the PC would be adding the speeding concerns to the Road Safety Concerns submission for this year.  Surface redressing on 7th November – road to be closed in November - Steel Heath and Coppice Lane. 
iii) Timber extraction due in September at Combermere – was time specific – this has now been delayed until the Spring.  Cllr Dodd reported that Combermere Abbey has its own driveway which can be used rather than the alternative route.  Woodhouses used to display an ‘unsuitable for hgvs’ notice – notice disappeared (Middle Shenton Lane) – pc to request that a replacement is installed asap.  Cllr Dodd proposed requesting sign, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  PC to request main drive is used not the proposed lane.  

Cllr A Allen suggested residents parking permits are introduced for residents around the triangle in Tilstock.   Suggested that the Parish Council investigates.  Councillors discussed historical issues with parking along this stretch of road.  
Cllr Power raised an issue with the junction opposite the Raven on the dual carriageway – undergrowth getting dangerously high.  Cllr Martinson hoping to get reduction of speed limit on the A525 and slip road onto Road Safety Concerns list.  Shropshire Council is about to undertake their second cut which will attend to the verge issues.  Cllr Power further reported that a new BT pylon has been installed less than 1 metre from road by the Old Twemlows entrance –-  report to highways in first instance.  Cllr Power to provide location map.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  
It was further reported that the drains through Brown Moss have been cleaned out.  Shropshire wildlife trust has done a letter to prevent use of motor bikes on Prees Heath Common.  
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Housekeeping

a
Feedback from representatives on external bodies to include and as appropriate:
 i) LJC –meeting scheduled 19th October in Ash Parish Room; 
ii) NSAC: Mtg 20/06/16 –Chair fed back from the meeting – Future Fit presentations: no firm plans yet and public consultations in December; hot hospitals for emergencies; other appointments elsewhere – no decisions made; iii) Village Hall Committees – Ash to be asked about removal of posts and cutting of hedges; iv) Charities: Ash School House and Whitchurch Relief in Need charities to meet next week; Higginson Trust gave money to local family with son in need of operation;
v) Emergency planning  - nothing to report vi) Tilstock School – no news to report;
b
Website – items for inclusion:  press release about GP’s surgery; Wildlife Trust; 
10
Housekeeping cont

c
Standing Orders – reviewed, Cllr W Allen proposed accepting and adopting the standing orders, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed.  
d
Defibrillators – Ash defibrillator cabinet has been installed. 
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Correspondence – circulated by email: SALC bulletin last week gave a good overview of CiL. WR has £700 in bank. Chair reminded Councillors they need to be prepared with projects.  Print room in Shropshire Council is offering cheap printing services.  Need now to plan next year’s precept: £1000 left from Parish Plan money, following the update.  The Chair suggested that the next step for the PC will be to consider a questionnaire to consult on where the local priorities lie next.  She suggested that the PC needs a public consultation putting 3-4  items forward for consideration.  £1000 to be used for stamps, leaflets (defibs, bus services: North Salop Wheelers) effectively a mail shot for electorate. The Chair asked the Councillors to come up with ideas/projects to put forward.  Use place plan as starting point.  Could use the SC printing facility to produce the leaflets.   Quotes could be obtained from the Post Office to have the envelopes delivered.  Sae must be included.  
It was noted that Shrop Doc to provide GP services in Claypit Street medical practices from1st November.

12
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information: circulated for information. 
ii)
Invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication) Cllr Chambers proposed the Clerk’s salary with Cllr A Allen seconding; All other invoices proposed and seconded also by Cllr Chambers and A Allen,  all agreed.
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	12/09/16

	K&S Plantscapes
	Grounds maintenance
	£90
	100291

	20/09/16
	K&S Plantscapes
	Grounds maintenance
	£90
	100292

	30/09/16
	K&S Plantscapes
	Grounds maintenance
	£90
	100293

	30/09/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£329.60
	SO
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 Planning:

i) Applications: 

· 16/04008/FUL: Bridge Farm: no objections raised. Support.
· 16/03874/REM: Oakleigh; all agreed no objections
· 16/03870/OUT: New plant yard office: Councillors expressed concerns over amount of agricultural land which is going to be used for this and the associated application; concerns over traffic flow disruptions.  Enterprise zone was intended to be at roundabout near Whitchurch.  Building on agricultural land; 5 objections: majority vote was to object.
· 16/03797/FUL Shamrock lodge: large scale buildings: inappropriate development in the location agricultural land.  Councillors expressed concerns over expansion of enterprise in this area when taken in conjunction with the other application:   Potential highways issues: 5 support: majority support. 
· 16/03736/FUL: Dearnford hall: Councillors discussed the application and all agreed to support.
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 Planning: cont

ii) 
Decisions: 
· 16/02143/VAR  (validated: 18/05/2016)
Address:  Land To Rear Of Number 5, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire, SY13 3NT
Proposal:  Removal of conditions 7 (access) 8 (bird boxes) 9 (hours of construction) and 10 (restrictions on building height) attached to planning permission 11/03020/OUT for the erection of a dwelling
Decision:  Grant Permission
· 16/03582/FUL  (validated: 10/08/2016)
Address:  Oatmeal Cottage, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NG
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension
Decision:  Grant Permission
· 16/03337/FUL  (validated: 28/07/2016)
Address:  Land Adjoining Russell House, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 1No dwelling and double garage following demolition of existing storage building and garage
Decision:  Grant Permission
· 16/03048/FUL  (validated: 28/07/2016)
Address:  Meadow View , Foxes Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4EF
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building for the housing of cattle/livestock and agricultural implements, machinery etc; amended access.
Decision:  Grant Permission
· 16/03702/FUL  (validated: 18/08/2016)
Address:  Lilyfield, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JW
Proposal:  Conversion of garage to living accommodation
Decision:  Grant Permission
iii) 
Reconsultation: 

· Reconsultation due to Amendment on application 16/01707/FUL - Land Adjacent To White Lion
Proposal: Erection of 2 No. dwellings together with associated drainage and parking  No further comments to make.  

· Reconsultation due to Amendement on application 16/02549/FUL - Barns To The West Of Hollins House Farm
Proposal: Conversion of agricultural buildings to two dwellings and formation of new access (revised scheme)
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Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda
Policies to review; 
SC is consulting on plans to withdraw the distribution of hard copies of planning applications suggesting that Parish Councils should view plans electronically at meetings.  The Clerk put forward a suggestion received from another Parish Council which is that the agent provides hard copies to Parish Councils and Shropshire Council.  Councillors discussed if they could do without the paper versions.  Alternatively all docs would need to be downloaded manually onto a usb stick which could prove onerous and costly with large applications.  
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:02pm.
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