


 Chairman:	Cllr R ThornhillWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr T Blyth; Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thomspon; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr A Allen; Cllr L Loweth; Cllr A Martin; Cllr M Haynes
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th November 2023 at
Tilstock Village Hall at 7:00 pm
367	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:20pm. Apologies were received from Unitary Cllr G Dakin.  Three members of the public attended the Meeting.
A resident requested that draft minutes be displayed. He further advised the Council that Ash Village Hall wishes to buy a small piece of land which has become available adjacent to the car park which, if owned by the  Hall, would improve vehicular safety when exiting the car park.  The Hall has submitted a request for Neighbourhood Fund money for the project.  
A representative of the Parachute Club attended the Meeting in order to give a further update to the one given at the previous meeting.  The Club has acquired a quieter aircraft which will be in use from April.  

368	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllrs Kettle and Hunter declared interests in item 376 e) and will not be participating in the discussion. 

369	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 2nd October 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd October 2023.  Cllr Thompson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

370	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

371 	Unitary Councillor’s report 
Cllr Dakin sent his apologies.  A recent email received from Cllr Dakin confirming money has now been received by Shropshire Council in respect of the planning permission for the anaerobic digester was noted. 

372 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: SALC AGM; NALC updates; SC Tree scheme; Courses and training; Emailed request to apply for funding for car charging points; Request to display draft minutes
A request for financial support for the installation of ECVs in a Tilstock car park was noted. The Clerk advised that as the car park is attached to a commercial business it would not be possible to support the request, particularly as the Parish Council owns a car park nearby and would be able to support such a request if received from the Village Hall.  Cllr  Loweth had previously advised that the local power infrastructure is insufficient to support the installation of charging points at this time. Cllr Loweth will make contact the applicant to give advice/information.
Policing Charter: Councillors agreed that an improved police presence and more village speed checks would be beneficial. 
Request to display draft minutes: The Chairman gave an overview of the legal requirements and historical decisions to display minutes only once approved.  Cllr Thornhill proposed displaying the daft minutes on the website (only).  The Minutes will be circulated by the Clerk to all Councillors.  Providing no objections/material changes are required the Minutes will then be displayed in draft form online only, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. No specific time was agreed for the Minutes to be circulated to allow for the Clerk’s prioritisation of workload however the aim will be within 1-2 post Meeting. Resolved. 
 
373	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
No update. The Clerk gave an overview of the land in Ash Parva being handed over to the Parish Council.  A second application is in process to register the pond area as a village green. 
b)	Advertising – nothing to report			
c)	SmartWater rollout – The SmartWater Team continues to make local visits to rollout more kits. Cllrs Martin and Kettle to rollout kits at local events.  Action: Clerk to provide Smartwater app login details for kit registration. 
d)	Place Plans – Clerk to check to see if the updated Plans are available to view online yet.	
e) 	Community engagement – Cllr Kettle has set up a Facebook page. Cllr Thompson to act as a administrator for the Tilstock area. The page is not yet live.	
f)	Wreaths – arrangements for Remembrance Sunday – Cllr A Allen advised that she has collected the wreaths and given in the cheque.  Cllr Thornhill and Cllr A Allen to lay in Ash and Tilstock respectively.

374	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
Footway clearance was raised and discussed. Action: To chase for Community Pay Back Team to assist with the clearance. 
It was reported that the light to the rear of the car park in Tilstock has not been upgraded. Action: Clerk to obtain a quote. 
The light on the corner of Hollins Lane is out. Action: Clerk to report.
ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns – no matters were raised.
iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance – to consider quote for base repairs 
iv) A second quote has now been received. Both quotes give options for a concrete or flagged base. The Clerk was asked to double check the final price of the first quote however, and that the work will be like for like.  The second quote is cheaper (from a contractor who has done other work for the Hall) and on that basis the Clerk was instructed to accept the first quote as proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by  Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. 
v) Finger post repairs – updated quote for consideration
The Councillors considered a quote for repairs to the Ash fingerposts.  The refurbishment quote was for £1330 + VAT. Councillors considered whether the work is necessary or strictly for aesthetic purposes.  They agreed that they are an historic feature.  The Clerk was asked to check some details with Highways. Councillors to review the posts and report back next month. 
v)	Noticeboards – Prees Heath replacement board
Cllr Blyth reported that a new board would be c£400 + VAT.  Cllr Kay proposed purchasing a new board, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Cllr Blyth to order. 
It was reported that one of the doors on the Ash Magna notice board doesn’t close. Action: Cllr Loweth to ask the handyman to look at/fix.
vi)	Playground inspections – to raise matters requiring attention – no matters raised. 
vii)	Highways site visits – to discuss/update
It was reported that Highways have scheduled works to resolve the flooding issues in Tilstock.  This will be priority work undertaken by their in house team.  A blocked drain by the Church wall is eroding the stone.  Action: check that Highways are aware and will clear it out. 
Site visit to discuss potential bus shelter installation: Cllr Loweth reported from his meeting with Highways which has no objections to the scheme.  The Clerk reported that in theory, the Parish Council could install a shelter under permitted development however the land is technically owned by Shropshire Council.  Action: Clerk to check with Planning. 

375 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)

a) Applications: 
23/04392/FUL  (validated: 25/10/2023)
Address:  Park Cottage, 15 Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NU
Proposal:  Erection of replacement dwelling including regularisation of domestic curtilage, including change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage and change of use of domestic curtilage to agricultural land - to superseded 23/02981/FUL
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S24CZFTDKLJ00
No comment
b) Decisions:
23/03941/FUL  (validated: 14/09/2023)
Address:  Ivy House, 2 The Meadows, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EU
Proposal:  Erection of rear extension to replace existing balcony
Decision:  Grant Permission

23/03597/FUL  (validated: 16/08/2023)
Address:  Dairy House , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AD
Proposal:  Proposed single storey side conservatory extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

23/03526/FUL  (validated: 10/08/2023)
Address:  The Gables, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

Reference:  23/03668/FUL  (validated: 29/08/2023)
Address:  The Coppice , Tilstock Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JS
Proposal:  Erection of timber garden room
Decision:  Grant Permission

376 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the reconciliation and associated financial reports.  Cllr Thompson proposed the reconciliation to be approved, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 
b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Blyth proposed all invoices for approval/payment, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed.
c)	Defibrillators – to consider quotes for Prees Heath installation
The Councillors considered the three quotes from the Shropshire Council contractors.  Cllr A Allen proposed accepting the quote for £400 from PP Electrical, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Action: Clerk to accept the quote and commission the works. 
d)	Neighbourhood Fund spend – Expenditure to date report; village gateway quotes; 
Cllr Thornhill reminded Councillors that of the remaining Neighbourhood Fund money, Ash has c£30k and Tilstock has £42k allocated.  Cllr Thompson gave an overview of the recent Steering Group meetings discussions/recommendations.  He highlighted a suggestion that the Parish Council might investigate purchasing some land in Tilstock in order to provide additional amenity space.  Three quotes have been obtained to provide community gates for the entrances in to Tilstock – they range between £1500-2000.  Tilstock Bowling and Tennis Club needs assistance to buy new flooring for the clubhouse.  This will be in the region of £3.5-4k.  The Club would contribute funds.  Councillors discussed the anticipated spend of funds and will take the discussions forward.  They agreed that purchasing additional land for Tilstock would be a good idea.  Action: Clerk to undertake a Land Registry search to establish ownership of the potential land identified in order to look into the possibilities.  
e)	NF request from Ash Village Hall
Cllrs Kettle and Hunter withdrew from the discussion.  Councillors considered the request for financial assistance to purchase some land. £20k has been requested.  Cllr Richardson proposed supporting the request, seconded by Cllr Thornhill.  Six Councillors voted in favour, two abstained, two voted against.  Carried.  Resolved. Action: Clerk to inform the Village Hall Committee. 
f)	Lamp post poppies – to ratify expenditure 
Cllr Blyth proposed the purchase of additional lamp post poppies, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 
g)	Budget for 2024-25 – to discuss
The Clerk was asked to prepare two budget scenarios to discuss in December, on with a 5% uplift, the other a 10% uplift.   To discuss in December.  
	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/10/23
	Bank
	Bank charges
	5.80
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/10/23
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£55.56
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/10/23
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	06/10/23
	Cllr Thornhill
	Expenses reclaim – poppies, sign
	£65.78
	100637
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/10/23
	Employee
	Expenses
	£125.34
	100636
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/10/23
	MedUK Group Ltd
	Defib pads
	£71.88
	100628
	PHA 1936 s234

	10/10/23
	Criftins Hall
	Room hire (social media training)
	£10.00
	100639
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	29/09/23
	Hugo Fox
	Refund for website costs
	£23.99
	
	

	16/10/23
	Bank
	Interest
	£230.49
	
	

	06/11/23
	Plus net
	Refund
	£69.46
	
	


A cheque from Plusnet has been received and noted. 

377 	Agenda items for the December Meeting - Budgets

378	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
A planning enforcement notice was noted. 
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
It was noted that a recent complaint has been investigated with no action required. The complaint was not upheld.
With no further business for consideration, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:21pm.
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