WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 4th November 2019


Chairman:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 

Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 


Cllr R Butler; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Taylor
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


110/19
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
Cllr Allen opened the meeting at 7:15pm.  Three members of the public attended the meeting. Cllr G Dakin was in attendance.
A resident reported that the S106 is due to be signed off on the Ash Parva development this month. All houses are now sold subject to contract. A management company is being formed.  The Parish Council confirmed that it has appointed a Solicitor to handle the potential adoption of the Parker Allen Way and is waiting for information from the Developer’s Solicitor to be forwarded.  A resident has raised a request for ducks to be put on the pond. The Pond Committee does not want ducks on the pond due to the mess and disruption to flora and fauna. The resident asked if the Parish Council is content that he continues to maintain the pond.


111/19
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Cllr W Allen stated that he would abstain from participating from a planning matter.

112/19
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th October 2019
The Minutes of the Meeting were confirmed to have been received and read by all Councillors. They were proposed as a true and accurate record by Cllr Power, Cllr W Allen.  All agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

113/19
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.

114/19
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports


Cllr Power attended the HLG meeting. 
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Shropshire Council has carried out its quarterly budget review.  £15m due to be saved.  Currently down on savings at the moment which it was hoping to recover. Adult social care costs continue to rise. Planning permission has now been determined for the new Whitchurch Doctors’ surgery and dwellings. The house will remain and be used as a café. 

115/19
Housekeeping
a)
Street name and numbering: to update Councillors on progress of ‘Ash Road’ usage
Cllr Power reported that he has made a request to Street Name and Numbering to try and sort out the confusion that still exists as some residences are still using Ash Lane as their address when they in fact live in Ash Road.  The occupants will be written to. The Royal Mail has the wrong address for this road still on their system. 
b)
VE Day 75 – 8th May 2020 – to enable Councillors to discuss
Town and Parish Councils have been invited to lead local celebrations to mark the 75th Anniversary of VE Day which will be an international celebration of peace.  Cllr A Allen reminded Councillors of the content of the letter received.  It falls on the May bank holiday.  Councillors to liaise with local organisations and Churches and report back. To take forward.  
c)
Name location sign update – A new Ash Parva name sign has been ordered and horse rider signs to be replaced. 
d)
Appointment of Solicitor to progress possible adoption of footpath, parking spaces and pond areas – update. The Clerk confirmed a Solicitor has been appointed as requested.  The Councillors agreed that they are in principle content with the surface, pond and car parking spaces as they are currently presented.  Cllr Thornhill expressed reservations about the Parish Council taking over responsibility for the pond due to safety concerns. RoSPA recommends that water is limited to 1-2 feet and a fence erected around the pond area.  He stressed concerns that the Parish Council should not takes it over knowing that it has not been constructed according to safety advice. The pond is 1m deep in the centre.  Cllr Dodd recommended that safety advice is taken from the insurance company.  Two warning signs and safety ring are in place. Cllr Dodd proposed, seconded by Cllr Hunter, taking over the path and car parking area. Councillors queried whether the path will need to be of ‘highways adoptable standard’.  The Clerk has been advised that the Parish Council will probably need to apply for a variation of conditions for the path to be to current specifications.  This will be subject to there being no issues with the title or registration.  All agreed. 
Cllr Dodd further proposed adopting the pond subject to the insurance company specifying any safety measures, seconded by Cllr Hunter. One against, the majority agreed.  

116/19
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider routine playground inspection reports
All items raised in last routine inspection and the annual inspection have yet to be attended to.  The Clerk stressed the importance of completing the regular inspection forms. Cllr Dodd to inspect Ash. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
Feedback from site visit with Portfolio Holder for Highways
Cllr Power gave a report on the Meeting with Cllr S Davenport.  A list had been compiled for discussion: A41 trucks leaving car park the wrong way, poor signage, bad visibility, misleading and missing signs; car transporters reversing into auction site; Tilstock one way system; drain blockages, signs not being fitted despite being paid for, A529 issues; speed limit concerns. A precis of matters discussed to be sent to Cllr Davenport.  Staffing issues and reduced budgets are still affecting the department’s performance.  Cllr Dakin believes that vehicles are using the wrong road deliberately. Councillors stressed that the signage is inadequate. Cllr Dakin suggested a camera should be installed to monitor the situation. Cats eyes have been removed near Sandford on A41, this was agreed to be potentially dangerous.  To be taken up at the A41 Safety Campaign meeting with Owen Paterson. Cllr Butler made a recommendation for two extra signs to be situated in Tilstock for traffic travelling from the Whitchurch direction.  Suggested that the signs should be illuminated. The no entry writing on the road should be renewed.  The central white line should be removed. Cllr Dakin to request camera to be installed. Request CCTV camera for Tilstock from Highways.
-
Road closures: To receive any reports (For all closures and diversion routes: https://roadworks.org)

Foxes Lane junction to A525 junction, Ash Magna Start Date: 6th January 2020 End Date: 8th January 2020
Purpose: Drainage gully repair Works Promoter:   Kier on behalf of Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ212DR/849301 Enforcement pattern for Foxes Lane to A525 Closure: Monday - Friday 08:00 - 16:00
117/19

Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Library strategy consultation: all noted
118/19
 Planning: 
a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 
19/04706/FUL  (validated: 28/10/2019)
Address:  Land East Of Hollins Lane, Tilstock , Whitchurch, Shropshire , SY13 3NU
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and detached double garage, alterations to existing vehicular access and installation of package treatment plant in association with Abbey Farm, Tilstock
Councillors discussed the application.  Cllr Dodd reported that he has visited the site and suggested that it meets the need for an agricultural worker’s dwelling.  Cllr Power raised the agent’s report stating use for pre and post retirement.  Future open market sales are restricted to 60% of the value.  The dwellings are limited by size to c100 sqm.  The property is a four bedroomed dwelling. Councillors discussed CiL payable amounts. Cllr Dodd proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Butler.  All agreed.

 19/04471/TPO  (validated: 09/10/2019)
Address:  Pond Adjacent To, Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  To reduce the length of two boughs as indicated on plan 1no Oak tree and 1no Willow tree protected by Shropshire Council (Pond at Ash Parva, Whitchurch) TPO 2019
Work must be carried out to British standards. All agreed to support.

ii)
Decisions: 
19/04128/FUL  (validated: 20/09/2019)
Address:  30 Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension and single storey rear extension
Decision:  Grant Permission
iii) 
Reconsultations: None
119/19

Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
Cllr A Allen proposed the salary for payment, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. The bank reconciliation was checked for accuracy against current bank statements and agreed to be correct. 
b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
clerks expenses to include HMRC payment Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Power.  All agreed. 
c) Computer equipment/wifi : to consider quotes for installing wifi into Ash Parish Rooms – to take forward to item c). 
d)
ICO Data Protection Fee – renewal reminder received and noted.
c)
Budgets – to consider budgets for 2020-21 with a view to precept setting in January.
The Clerk gave an update on Neighbourhood Fund monies.  To check accounts to confirm  if the purchase of the Vehicle Activated Signs were attributed to the NF money.  Plusnet will provide free installation and hub at a cost of c£24 per month.  The Zen quote will require confirmation – need to establish whether both are for unlimited provision.  To take forward to the December meeting.  Previous decision was to accept the cheapest quote however this had not factored in the possibility for unlimited usage. On that basis the Council agreed to review its previous decision.  
Equipment quotes received for screens and projectors. The Hall provided two quotes and the PC obtained one quote for comparison purposes. The Councillors discussed whether the equipment is needed for the PC or if the PC will be donating the equipment to the hall for conferencing purposes.  The PC received grant money to enable the PC to operate in an open and transparent manner for example to create and manage a website and so on.  Cllr Power stated his view that the equipment should be freestanding. Cllr W Allen queried if donating the equipment to the hall.  The provision and donation of a fixed electronically operated screen for the Hall was proposed by Cllr T Blyth, seconded by Cllr Hunter.  The purchase of a mobile projector was also proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Allen, all agreed.  New email address will be required to make purchases from PC World. 
The Clerk presented initial outline budget forecasts for 2020/21. Councillors were asked to review these before the next meeting and put forward any proposals for spend/adjustment in December.  
NF spend – to take forward
Councillors agreed to factor in an extra £500 for the Wildflower scheme to the budget for grants which is currently set at £3300.
The cost of broadband provision for the Hall will be included.

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/19
	Employee
	Expenses to inc HRMC Paye
	£44.50
	100401
	LGA 1972 s112

	09109
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£148.05
	100400
	Parish Councils Act 1957; Health Act 1980 s301


120/19

Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda for the Meeting to be held on 2nd December 2019
New development/footpaths
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:55pm. 
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