


Chairman:		Cllr K HowellWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr A Martin; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Thompson
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Not present

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th January 2026 
at Tilstock Village Hall

Ordinary Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

1	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Thornhill, A Allen, Richardson and Kay.  There were no announcements. Four members of the public attended the meeting. 
Two representatives from Grocott Developments attended the Meeting to give Councillors an overview of their business and intentions regarding planning applications in the parish.  They have registered a number of sites with Shropshire Council in response to their call for development land. Three sites are in the parish. The first is the Raven Hotel with land behind. The Hotel is likely to remain as it is a prominent and well known landmark in the area. The land behind is earmarked for development.  The Raven Café site has also been put forward for commercial development under the existing use.  The third site is 20 acres of agricultural land off the A49 near the McFour site. The company aims to support local employment and people through its charitable enterprises.  The Councillors raised questions about the business and the sites which have been put forward. 
A representative of the parachute club attended to answer questions about its planning application to extend operational hours to include Sundays. 
A representative from the Parachute Club attended in relation to the planning application. 
A representative from the Pond Volunteer Group attended the meeting. 

2	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct. (LGA 1974 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish council held on 1st December 2025 (LGA 1972 s12 p41(1))
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 01/12/25.  Cllr Martin proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by  Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 
 
4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

5	Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Ebbs sent his apologies and did not attend the Meeting. 

6	Correspondence – to consider correspondence received and circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins
Email received re PC maintenance of Ash Parva pond
The Councillors noted the comments made. They agreed that the recent maintenance undertaken looks very good.  The Councillors discussed maintenance and ownership of the footpath. Cllr W Allen to source a document believed to exist in which the Parish Council agreed to provide ongoing maintenance for the path.  

Cllr Howell suggested that the Local Council Emergency Planning directive could be included into the Parish Council’s Strategic Objectives Plan – Action: to take forward for inclusion when reviewing the Plan.

7	Housekeeping
a)	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss the formation of a working group
The Clerk recommended that this Plan dovetails with the three year financial plan adopted by the Council.  Cllr Howell suggested including feedback from the 2022 survey. Cross links which evolve due to Shropshire Council’s devolution of services should also be included along with the Local Nature Recovery programme. Cllrs Howell, Thompson, Haynes and Kettle agreed to form a working group to update the Plan for review at the next Meeting. 

b)	Tilstock School
The Councillors discussed how best to forge new links with the School with a view to including it on the Strategic Objectives Plan. It was agreed that Cllr Howell should write to the Head and Head of Governors with a view to arranging a meeting before the next Parish Council meeting.  

c)	Confirmation of notice of work from the Pond Volunteer Group
The Councillors noted the latest notice and notification of a new plan emerging.  The Councillors thanked the Group for their work. 

d)	2026 meeting dates and locations – revision
Ash Village Hall has reported a bookings clash for the intended date for April’s meeting.  It was therefore agreed to move the meeting date to Wednesday 8th April 2026. Action: Clerk to book

8	Ward Matters (to include Highways and environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc)
a)	Matters to report for attention
The Clerk reported that two lights which had been reported to Eon for inspection require replacement lanterns, the quote for which is £715.52. Cllr Haynes proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The Clerk confirmed that the invoices have been settled via BACs following the return of the previously issued cheques which were apparently not accepted by the Payee’s bank. 

c) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports/action any maintenance raised; To discuss price increase
The Councillors noted the price increase from £35 per inspection to £45. The Councillors agreed that a 30% increase in one year was excessive. The Clerk was asked to try to negotiate a lower fee, acknowledging the reduction given already due to the Clerk working for multiple parishes and having x5 playgrounds using the inspection service. The Councillors were reminded that when quotes were initially sourced, Shropshire Council wouldn’t take on any more playground inspection contracts, a company in Wrexham quoted £75 per inspection.  If a further reduction is not possible, Cllr Haynes proposed that the new fee be accepted, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to contact and report back.

d) Tilstock VAS –  quote to replace
The Clerk confirmed that she has accepted the quote agreed at the December meeting. 

e) Road closures 
Noted. 

f) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
This will be taken forward via the Strategic Objectives Plan.


g) Motorcross
The Councillors reported ongoing issues.  Local residents are unhappy with the noise pollution and loss to residential amenity. The Clerk was asked to write to the landowners to express concerns raised by the residents. Proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

h) Parker Allen Way
Covered under Correspondence. 

9	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropsh
ire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/04046/LBC  (validated: 18/12/2025)
Address:  7 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Erection of porch
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DT4R67UTDLPQ00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C30136eda495942061b7d08de3e6be878%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639016830341568997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mAcVo7W6%2F5FkC%2Blyg2PMxa1DwoVRB1utwBMl%2BcK4YSY%3D&reserved=0
No objections were raised.  Proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Martin, the Members agreed to support this application. Resolved. 

Cllr Haynes proposed considering application 25/04650/VAR at this meeting, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. The applicant attended the previous meeting which was minuted. 
The Councillors considered the request for extended operational hours. As a local business the Councillors agreed that they were keen to support it. Cllr Haynes proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) Decisions:
25/03908/FUL  (validated: 27/10/2025)
Address:  Furze Farm, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JY
Proposal:  Erection of part single storey and two storey extensions
Decision:  Grant Permission

25/04057/VAR  (validated: 28/10/2025)
Address:  Lea Hall, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NP
Proposal:  Section 73 application to vary Condition 2 attached to planning permission 13/01322/VAR to change wind turbine type
Decision: Grant Permission

Appeal Ref: APP/L3245/W/25/3362414 
Land to the East of Tilstock Road, Tilstock, Shropshire 
Decision:  Grant Permission

c) Planning Appeals 
Land North 13 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR.
Description of development: Demolition of an existing garage and creation of new two-storey
dwelling with associated amenity space and parking
Application reference: 25/01379/FUL Planning Inspector ref: 6002050 Appeal reference: 25/03436/REF Appeal start date: 2 December 2025


All noted. 



10 	Finance:

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/12/25
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£87.47
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/12/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/12/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground November
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	30/12/25
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground November
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	05/12/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/12/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/12/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy Supply
	£383.78
	dd
	

	24/11/25
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance  Ash
	£1434.00
	Re-issue/online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	24/11/25
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance Tilstock
	£1050.00
	Re-issue/online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	05/06/25
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£108.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/06/25
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Room hire for the Youth Club
	£558.90
	Online
	LGA 1972 s137

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/12/25
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£134.98
	
	


a)	Bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
Cllr Haynes proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 
b) To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
The Councillors noted two further invoices for approval from Tilstock Village Hall, one for room hire at £108.00 and the other for room hire for the youth club from April to December. The grant funding request for one year’s room hire was approved in March.  
Cllr W Allen proposed the approval of all invoices/payments including the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) Bank account application update
The Clerk confirmed that the test payment made into the new account has been received. The Councillors agreed to now make further payments to transfer money into the new account. 

e)	Funding request from the White Lion Pub
No further update has been received. To remove item from the agenda going forward. 

f) 	2026-27 Budget – to agree
Cllr Kettle proposed accepting the draft budget, seconded by Cllr R Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	2026-27 Precept request – to approve 
Cllr Martin proposed applying for a precept of £29,533.00, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 
 	
h)	Clerk’s SLCC membership renewal
The Councillors approved the renewal of the membership at a cost to this Council of £94. The Council will pay the bill and the other Councils for which the Clerk works will be invoiced for their contributions. Proposed by Cllr Howell, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 


11 	Agenda items for the February (2nd) Meeting of the Parish Council to be held in Ash
Motorcross, School, Parker Allen Way, Street lights. 

12	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed t 8:34pm. 
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