

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 2nd November 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler;  Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr T Hunter
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr G Dakin

74/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting opening it at 7:34pm.  One member of the public attended the Meeting and addressed the Councillors on behalf of the White Lion Pub.  The Council was thanked for supporting the ‘shed’ scheme which had enabled social distancing at the pub during the pandemic.  The pub is now looking to renovate the old stables in order to increase capacity and keep the pub open for the long term.  The pub has aspirations for a cafe/meeting room/shop.  National grants are being applied for. The representative informed the Council of their intention to apply to the Council for Neighbourhood Fund money to aid the restoration of the old stables building.

75/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations were received or dispensations requested. 


76/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th October 2020. 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Requests were made for two amendments (10a Ash road sign to be re-installed; 8a Church Farm – approved with one objection)which were approved by Council Members.  Cllr Butler proposed the Minutes, with the amendments, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved.  

77/20
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
The Clerk informed Councillors that an additional Land Registry query had been necessary for the land in Tilstock and that the next step would be to contact Shropshire Council to query ownership.  Cllr Butler proposed that this is done prior to instructing a Solicitor, seconded by Cllr Blyth. All agreed. 


78/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ 


Cllr Dakin reported that the works should have commenced on the 525 today.  Councillors queried this. Cllr Dakin to follow up and check. 

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Power reported from the Helicopter Liaison Group meeting.  Some increases to reports of low flying April to September.

79/20
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports 
Tilstock: Cllr Butler to check soil availability for repairs. Clerk to liaise with handyman. 
Ash playground reported to be in good order. 




b)
Meetings –review of guidance re face to face meetings 
The Chairman confirmed that in view of the new lockdown, face to face meetings were unlikely for the time being. 


c)
Housing needs survey – update
The surveys have been distributed.  


d)
Vacancies
An application to join the Council had been received however the applicant decided to wait until the Elections in May due to the short time left to this Council term. 


e)
Tilstock car park – to discuss any maintenance required
Councillors reported that the surface is currently good and not in need of immediate repair.  Cllr Power proposed progressing the installation of x2 disabled spaces (one to front, one to rear), seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed.  Councillors noted this had previously been agreed however, they were let down by a potential contractor and the Clerk had been unable to source another. To liaise with Shropshire Council.  

80/20
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Local testing availability update; Letters of thanks received for annual grant donations; Severn Trent Community Fund; Certificate of Lawful development notices; Community tree scheme; Community reassurance updates
The Clerk presented a request from Street Name and Numbering for suggestions for street names for the new development in Tilstock. The request has a short response time.  Clerk to respond with suggestions.  

81/20
Planning

a)
Applications: 

 20/04134/FUL  (validated: 12/10/2020)
Address:  Le Grand Nursing Home , Tilstock Lane , Tilstock, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Conversion and partial demolition of existing nursing home into one dwelling, erection of two further detached dwellings and provision of double garages for all three properties (amended scheme)
Councillors considered the proposals and agreed that the plans are a better and more sympathetic scheme.  Cllr Power proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. 

b)
Decisions: None received

c)
Planning enforcement – concerns and guidance 
The Clerk will present the protocol for adoption in December. 
Two matters of concern were raised.  Cllr Dakin and the Clerk will report these to Shropshire Council. 

82/20
Finance:
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Spreadsheets and bank statements circulated by email. No questions or queries were raised.   The Chairman confirmed that the bank reconciliation is correct. 
	Date

	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/10/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£147.67
	100443
	Parish Councils Act 1657 s3, Health Act 1980 s301

	26/10/20
	Employee
	Expenses – Oct

(Land Registry query; mileage & zoom sub)
	£14.75
	100444
	LGA 1972 s111&22


b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 
Cllr Allen proposed that all payments (inc the salary) be approved, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. 
Resolved. 
c)
Budget – to review and consider the budget for 2021-22
A proposed budget was circulated by email for consideration. Councillors noted the Clerk’s suggestion that the £10k rate relief money received for Tilstock car park be earmarked for future resurfacing/maintenance costs.  Cllr A Allen proposed that the NF money in reserves be split equally between the two wards, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Cllr Thornhill proposed a spend of £20k per ward during 2021-22 of Neighbourhood Fund money.  Three new streetlights for Tilstock were noted by Hawkstone View.  Councillors discussed a gated community project which had been proposed for Tilstock some years ago and included on the Place Plan. Councillors queried whether this is still a priority project and agreed that some community engagement is needed to assess the aspiration.  The Clerk confirmed that the current NF balance is in the region of £53k.  
d)
AGAR – External audit update
The completion of the external audit process is ongoing. 
e)
Neighbourhood Fund grants - update
Applications have been called for consideration in December. 

83/20
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting)
a
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways 
concerns
Cllr Dakin was asked to raise concerns with Highways over the standard of pothole filling and material.  

Blocked gulley reported outside the new houses in Ash Magna.  
b
30mph and VAS for Ash Parva – update

Cllr Dakin reported that WSP is working on the scheme.  To consult with himself, the Police and Parish Council.  
c
Road Closure: Whitchurch High Street 7th November 2020 7am-5pm: Makers Market

For information only. 


84/20
Agenda items for December’s Meeting 
Preliminary precept setting discussion
NF grant applications. 
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at  20:28pm.
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