



Chairman:		Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr A Martin
		Cllr M Richardson; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Allen; Cllr K Howell
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Not present							

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th April 2025 at
Tilstock Village Hall 
554 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358][bookmark: _Hlk191303431]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:17pm.  One member of the public attended the Meeting.  There were no announcements.  The member of the public discussed the length of time allowed for parking in the Tesco car park.

555	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

556	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd March 2025 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 19th March 2025 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes for the Meeting held on 3rd March 2025 and that they had been read. Cllr Howell proposed approving the Minutes as a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes for the Meeting held on 19th March 2025 and that they had been read. Cllr Martin proposed approving the Minutes as a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

557 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin was not present.

558 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to inc Emails received regarding motorcross activity; Email regarding traffic exiting Churchfield, Tilstock; Land at Ash Corner – pre app notice for consideration
The Councillors noted the pre application. This will be considered once the full application comes in. 

559	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations –to enable Cllrs to discuss Village Green registration; update regarding car parking space land transfer		
The legal matters are still in progress.

b)	Community engagement – to receive feedback from the Facebook page
Postive feedback was received.  New items are constantly being added to keep the page up to date and informative. 

c)	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to discuss maintenance requirements
The Councillors discussed purchasing dedicated cabinets for the bleed kits due to concerns that some have gone missing when units have been deployed in other parishes. Cllr Thornhill proposed wating before purchasing  units to see if it becomes an issue in this parish, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Thompson to monitor the Horseshoes defib.

560 Ward Matters 
a) Highways matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
No matters were raised. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The Clerk was asked to request that the grounds maintenance contractor sprays the car parking spaces for weed control. 

c) Playgrounds: 	
-	To receive the monthly playground inspection report
The Clerk confirmed that she has placed an order for replacement bolt caps for the swing set in Ash which cost £13.98.

- 	To receive an update regarding grounds/asset maintenance works
The asset maintenance works have commenced in both playgrounds with the wetpour being jet washed and existing items being repainted ie the roundabouts and swing sets which are being retained.  
Cllr Richardson proposed buying a new picnic bench for Tilstock, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed (as previously discussed and provisionally agreed). Action: To liaise with the Groundworks team to remove the old one and install the new. Clerk to check timescales. 

d)	Street lighting – to receive concerns/repair requirements
Light still out by top of Hollins Lane. Action: Clerk to check the Eon schedule of works for replacement units.
Light not working on triangle in Ash being chased up by the Clerk. 

f)	Footpaths/bridleways – to receive any matters of concern
Councillors raised concerns over the planning application submitted by Boningale Homes which relies upon pedestrian access to the village via a field. It is not known if any arrangement has been made with the landowner to give permission. 

561	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: None received at the time of posting the agenda
25/01114/OUT  (validated: 21/03/2025)
Address:  Land Adj Tilstock Lodge, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JW
Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of 4no dwellings
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSTFRRLTDGP800&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7ff9b21729cb4b94500308dd70355578%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638790096537342737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sVmPJfbezicCb1S0OTsgZ%2BGclqEAG04Z9gWAXyNZqwg%3D&reserved=0
The Councillors raised concerns over access arrangements as the current access road, servicing one home, is not wide enough to cater for more vehicle movements. It was generally agreed that houses could potentially be overbearing on the bungalows in front on the roadside.  Bungalows would be preferable if permission to develop is granted. 
Cllr A Allen proposed a neutral response to this application, seconded by/Cllr Howell, all agreed. 


25/00947/FUL  (validated: 21/03/2025)
Address:  9 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Two storey side extension and front porch
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSSZ3RWTDGFU00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6dfbd09533084f41fba208dd68aee0c7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638781822481345967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dr%2F4QDDRxjU1ZjoP%2B1d%2FZStFOSfIkNrzxiJ1L3zIQIg%3D&reserved=0
Cllr W Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. 

b)	Decisions
25/00324/FUL  (validated: 04/02/2025)
Address:  Alkcroft Cottage , Alkington Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NE

Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension
Decision:  Grant Permission
25/00341/FUL  (validated: 31/01/2025)
Address:  The Horseshoe Inn, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Conversion of outbuilding to provide three guest accommodation bedrooms
Decision:  Grant Permission
Both determinations were noted. 

562 	Finance:
a) Bank reconciliation for information/approval; Confirmation of receipt of updated accounts/statements
Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Thompson, proposed the approval of the reconciliations as of 14/3/25 and 3/3/25, all agreed. The Chairman signed the reconciliations as accurate. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Howell proposed approving all payments, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolve.d 

c)	External Audit/Internal Audit – to confirm receipt of documentation/update
The Councillors confirmed receipt of and noted comments in the internal audit report. Cllr Richardson proposed opening a second reserve account, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Action: Clerk to arrange. The Clerk confirmed that she hand delivered the new mandate to the branch. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	06/03/25
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/04/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/03/25
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	19/03/25
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	01/04/25
	Hugo Fox (GoCardless)
	Gov.uk domain/email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/01/25
	Eon
	Repairs
	£176.40
	
	

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/02/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£176.38
	
	


563	Agenda items for the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Tuesday 6th May 2025 Meeting (Ash)
Annual grant cheques. 

564	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised. 

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 

c) Staffing matters: 
· To receive a report from the Staffing Committee regarding Staff appraisal and any recommendations from that meeting
Cllr Howell proposed accepting the recommendations of the Staffing Committee which proposed raising the Clerk’s salary one scale point in line with the contract of employment backdated to April 2024, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved.
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:23pm.






