



Acting Chairman:	Cllr W Kay	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr C Kettle
		Cllr A Allen; Cllr L Loweth, Cllr K Howell
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th October 2024 at
Tilstock Village Hall 
484 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Thornhill, Martin and Richardson which were duly accepted. In Cllr Thornhill’s absence, the Vice Chairman, Cllr Kay, chaired the Meeting. Unitary Cllrs Dakin and Wynn attended the Meeting.  There were no members of the public present. The Meeting was declared open at 7:15pm. 

485	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

485	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd September 2024 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Loweth  proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Howell , all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

486 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
The Clerk raised SmartWater kit distribution which was brought up during the public session at the last Meeting by a member of the public.  She confirmed that she does not hold a master distribution list, that is held by the SmartWater team themselves. The Clerk suggested that if they have revisited an area it would be because they had identified unregistered properties. 

487 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported on the green waste bin sticker rollout. There have been some issues with the sticker supplies. A new supplier has been found and the replacement stickers will be issued within 2 weeks.  Recent flooding issues in the parish were discussed. Some incidents were due to unprecedented rainfall of 2.5” in a day which the drains are unable to cope with. Cllr Dakin has raised a job to clear out blocked drains/gullies.  Shropshire Council has made a further £3m in savings this year.  The Hospital changes proposed about 10 years ago for the provision of A&E services etc in the county are beginning to be delivered. A press release has been issued to update the public. 

488	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: Letter from Leader of the Council; Email regarding Ash Parva Pond; Project gigabit update; 
An email regarding speeding issues in Steel Heath was noted. The Police have said that there is a case for a 30mph limit to be introduced. No request for action from the Parish Council has been forthcoming at this time. 
Councillors agreed to review the BT broadband contract for the village halls once the Project gigabit rollout has been completed. 

489	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
The Clerk gave an update from a meeting between herself, the Chairman and the Solicitor regarding the registration of the village green. Evidence is required for submission. The Councillors will review the document and take forward this matter for discussion in November to agree a pathway forward. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
The Clerk reported that the Council needs to register an additional 40 kits in order to qualify for signage. Local businesses will be approached to increase the uptake.  Councillors discussed local upcoming events at which kits could be distributed.  To re-advertise through social media and locally.

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
Cllr Kettle requested more information from Tilstock. Cllr Loweth will arrange for the Village Hall notices to be sent directly to Cllr Kettle to be posted on the Facebook page. 

d)	Policies	- Biodiversity; New Model Financial Regulations
Cllr Haynes proposed adopting the Biodiversity policy, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Kay proposed adopting the new Financial Regulations, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	Defibrillators						
The Clerk distributed Bleed Kits to be installed in the Tilstock defibrillator cabinets. The cabinets at Prees Heath, Ash and Brown Moss have had kits installed.  New pads for Ash Magna have been ordered as they are due to expire in November. 
	
490	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
Cllr Kay reported that the hedges from Ash Magna to Ash Parva have not been cut back by Highways yet as agreed however they have been done closer to Whitchurch. Action: Clerk to follow up.

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
Councillors noted a request to attend to the weeds around the two parking spaces in Ash Parva.  

iii) Tilstock VAS – update on replaced unit
The Clerk has contacted TWM who had inspected the unit and advised that a replacement was necessary. A Councillor reported in September that the unit had been replaced and requested a different display. Following investigation, the Clerk reported that it was not replaced by TWM (a quote had been requested in July but no order placed), but by another company, presumably for Shropshire Council.  No further action necessary. 

vi)	Playgrounds – to inc consideration of proposal to acquire land to extend Tilstock playground
Cllr Thompson updated Councillors on his efforts to establish an appropriate value for the area in land proposed as a playground extension.  Due to the amount of work which would be needed to make the area usable it was agreed that an estimate of costs should be sought for infilling and drainage installation prior to any offers being made to purchase the land as proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 





vi)	Highways – to report concerns
Two very large potholes were noted on the Tilstock Road near Excel Cladding.  Cllr Haynes indicated that these have been ringed for repair.  To check on Fix My Street. 

viii)	Street lighting – Eon inspection report – update
Further to the action noted in the previous Minutes the Clerk has requested quotes for the work highlighted by Eon in their report.  Eon has investigated the light on the triangle which is not working in Ash Magna. The feed comes from the illuminated give way signs. This was reported to Shropshire Council c2 years ago for investigation and repair. The Clerk received notification in July that it had been passed to Kier for repair. Kier confirmed last week that they are due to attend this month. 

viii)	Footpaths/bridleways 
Cllr Kay has reported overgrown footpaths in Ash.

ix)	Annual inspections: playgrounds and pond: to approve purchase of new life ring
The Clerk requested the measurement of the current ring so that a replacement can be purchased. 
The Councillors agreed that the replacement should be relocated slightly as per the recommendation in the annual inspection report. 

491 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
 24/03282/FUL  (validated: 30/08/2024)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Building SE Of, Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 2No. agricultural mixed-use sheds for livestock, machinery, feed and equipment storage and associated works (part retrospective)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SIONQQTDJYC00
Councillors noted that this application has been recommended to go to the Committee for decision. 

b) Decisions:
None received.

492 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Cllr Kettle proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kay proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Tilstock Church Clock grant funding application
Cllr Haynes gave a comprehensive overview of the progress of the application and searches for quotes. It is likely that the application will be ready for submission for consideration at the November meeting. 

d)	Appointment of a land agent		
It was decided that this is not required at this time. 



e)	Budget preparation
The Clerk advised that she would be preparing the budget forecasts for next year.  Councillors confirmed that they still intend to make a provision for a grant of £10k for the Tilstock  Church clock and £5k for a new bus shelter. 

f)	Confirmation of wreath orders
The Clerk confirmed that two wreaths have been requested as per last year. Cllr A Allen will collect the wreaths. Cllr Loweth proposed a donation to the RBL of £50 as per last year, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. This expenditure will be allocated to the Chairman’s allowance. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£638.11
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/09/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/07/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£20.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/08/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/09/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	13/09/24
	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	£378
	paid
	LGA 1972 s168

	13/09/24
	Playsafety Ltd
	Inspections
	£309.60
	paid
	Open spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
PH Act 196 s125

	06/10/24
	MedUkLtd
	Defib pads for Ash Magna
	£71.88
	100685
	PHA 1935 s234

	07/10/24
	Employee
	Quarterly expenses
	£101.50
	100686
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/10/11
	RBL
	Donation
	£50.00
	100687
	Chairmans’ expenses

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/09/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£185.71
	
	

	16/08/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£185.40
	
	



493 	Agenda items for the 4th November 2024 Meeting (Ash)
Clock grant; Play area extension; Gov.uk domain name/email addresses

The Unitary Councillors left the Meeting. 

494	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised. 
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised.
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 8:31pm. 
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