WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 1st April 2019


Chairman:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 

Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 


Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Butler
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


38/19
Chairman’s welcome, to receive apologies/note absences announcements & Public 
participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the Meeting at 7:15pm. A resident gave an update from the proposed meadow planting group to inform Councillors that they have received a grant from the Twemlows Community Fund of £1000. They would love the support of the Parish Council going forward but appreciate that for this financial year the timing is wrong due to the grounds maintenance contract being in place for the third year of three year term. 
A resident gave an update on the progress of the pond revamp.  The resident queried what the Parish Council is doing to attract new members.  Councillors confirmed that the Tailstock vacancies will be advertised on notice boards and the website prior to May.  The resident expressed the view that he hoped the PC will not be supporting the planning application submitted by Lea Hall. 
A representation was made on behalf of Ash bowling club. Members were informed that new flood lights have been erected and the Club would like to approach the PC for some financial contribution towards the cost. Cllr Allen stated that budgets have been set for this year.  
Cllr Dakin spoke on the subjects of the new houses being built in Tilstock  and the Twemlows Community Fund.  
A Tilstock resident spoke about the ongoing drain issues in Tilstock– no grids are working from the middle of the village to Prees Heath and stipulated that they haven’t been emptied for about 2 years.  With reference to the scheduled Road works for the B5476 he queried what type of surface will be put down and expressed the opinion that if it’s tar and chippings this will not be suitable due to the large wagons going through. Would like same surface as B5476 in Harmer Hill.  Brook Farm is not featured so assuming that the resurfacing won’t go this far.  Cllr Dakin said chippings are usually used for a good surface. Car park skips – cardboard skip and all others are full.  Wants to know what is being done as concerned about fly tipping in ditches if all of these skips are full. Has found an ironing board and picnic table recently.  Wants to know what will happen when these skips are removed.  Queried how much CiL money has been received by the Council.  The Clerk gave an update on how much Neighbourhood Fund money has been received.  
Mr T Jones, Newgate Comms: To present to the Council development proposals for Prees Heath
A presentation was given by Gleeson Homes giving an overview of their work building affordable homes.  Proposing low cost housing near the fish and chip shop in Prees Heath.  The average selling price for their homes was £126,00 last year.  Gleeson aim to build 2-3 bed semis and 3 bed detached and 4 bed detached in Prees Heath.  53 homes in total proposed.  Can use ‘help to buy’ scheme also.  Thinks this scheme would fall within the rebalancing aims of the local plan to keep people in the rural areas.  Will adapt a home free of charge for disabled people.  Various incentives available to help buyers.  3x 4 bed homes.  Running costs for these homes has been calculated at c £11 pw, this is calculated from heat efficiency of properties.  Average running costs also taken from other developments they have built.  Access will need to be formulated but it is intended to go through the chip shop car park. Blue stand pipes are testing ground conditions – flooding, contamination etc ongoing site monitoring.  Ground water and gas – methane and co2.   Consideration for a play area was requested as the site would be family orientated.  Market research has shown that there is a local need for affordable homes in Shropshire.  Could sell to a housing association but not to investors. The representatives were thanked for attending the Meeting. 

39/19
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  
Cllr Taylor declared an interest in a planning item.

40/19
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th March 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Thornhill proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

41/19
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.

42/19
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports


Chairman attended a Chairmanship training course.  She reported that the course updated more on rights and duties than skills. 
Clerk attended CiL update training – slides circulated.
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report 511 bus from Whitchurch to Shrewsbury 7:49am bus to be removed from service. Tilstock will be most affected.  Community enablement officers now finished. Place plan officers now in place.  The safety mirror has been replaced at Broughall.  Speed through A525 to be reduced to 50mph.  Police will not regulate any lower speeds. Double white lines.  Camera to cost in the region of £3500.  

43/19
Housekeeping
a)
Strategic objectives: to enable Councillors to discuss developing a strategic objectives document
Councillors discussed and decided to give it further consideration in due course.  
b)
Annual events calendar for the PC year
Clerk to prepare. 

44/19
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider interim playground inspection reports
Checklist emailed to the Councillor – folder from the Village hall has been handed over.
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention – 2 new lights commissioned.

b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report /update of works previously requested: to include dog fouling
Posters have been made by the School.  Should be ready to display shortly. 
-
Road closures: To receive any reports (For all closures and diversion routes: https://roadworks.org)
Road Closure:  B5476 Tilstock Road
Start Date: 1st May 2019  End Date: 7th May 2019  Purpose: Carriageway resurfacing. 
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council  Works Promoter Ref: UJ212RS/845012
Enforcement pattern for B5476 Tilstock Road Closure:   Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://roadworks.org?tm=113080633
Resurfacing B5476 Tilstock Road 1-7 May 2019

A Councillors reported that complaints received about cars parked sticking out into the highway in Old Woodhouses, which is obstructing traffic.  Name and address to be supplied. Ambulance couldn’t get through – on bin day it is noticeably clear.  Clerk to write. 

c)
Consideration of proposal received to plant wild flower meadows in Ash 
The planting group has received £1000 from the Twemlows Community Fund.  This amount will cover this year’s costs. 


45/19
Correspondence
a) To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Calor community fund; 
Butterfly Conservation: Letter received re Prees Heath: The Clerk informed Councillors that the Trust has reported finger post issues – she has forwarded this complaint to the Footpaths Team.  In addition horse rider road crossing issues had been raised crossing from Prees Heath to the Common. Councillors discussed the need for signage and where it might be suitably located.  Clerk to request signage from Highways. It was decided that sings would be useful at Golf House Lane and from the café entrances.  Maybe 2 horse rider signs.  Councillors discussed the cost of providing the signs.  
Horse rider warning sign still missing in Ash Parva.  Clerk to report again to Highways. 
Request from Shropshire Council to confirm that WRPC wants to stay as a ‘community cluster’.  Councillors agreed stay as a community cluster for the purposes of the Local Plan review, which will take the plan forward to 2036.  All agreed.
Letter receved requesting  speed camera sign from Ash Magna going into Ash Parva.  Councillors discussed and agreed that there is a sign in Ash Magna, one is due for Ash Parva.  It was felt that this would be sufficient.

Cllr Taylor left the room.

46/19
 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

19/01253/COU  (validated: 18/03/2019)
Address:  Lea Hall, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NP
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the retrospective change of use of agricultural building to Use Class B8 (storage and distribution)
Councillors considered the application.  Specified no increase in traffic – Highways report was raised. Retrospective application. Highways have raised concerns – window for other use storage and distribution for a third party.  No conclusive answer as yet.  They are saying it should be for specific agricultural use or some type of mitigation should be put in place.  More input required from the applicant. Councillors discussed that further information is required about future intentions for use.  Specific to agricultural use would be helpful. Mitigation for extra pressure on the roads eg regular road sweeping.  5000 tonnes per year.  General rights for storage B8 not known if specifically one for agricultural purposes.  B8 for agricultural purposes only ie specific for agricultural use.  Councillor Dodd proposed supporting if the permission was limited to agricultural purposes only with some mitigation measures implemented to ameliorate effect on local highways – seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed.  

Cllr Taylor returned to the Meeting. 

19/01204/FUL  (validated: 19/03/2019)
Address:  Barns At Edgeley Farm, Edgeley Bank, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Conversion of redundant agricultural buildings to 3No. dwellings, erection of car ports and installation of package treatment plant
historic appraisal has been received now.  Cllr Dodd proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr A Allen. All agreed to support.  

18/05797/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Erection of single storey rear extension and regularisation of built dimensions of front porch and side garden room LOCATION: 1 Council Houses , Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4AD
Cllr Taylor proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed.




ii)
Decisions: 

19/00147/FUL  (validated: 11/01/2019)
Address:  Parkside, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Erection of rear extension to include juliet balcony and refurbishment of existing dwelling
Decision:  Grant Permission


47/19
Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
The Clerk circulated the financial spreadsheets for information.  The bank reconciliation was checked for accuracy against the bank statements and duly signed off as accurate.
b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
An additional invoice for a training session had been received.  All  payments were proposed: The salary was proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Dodd. All other payments were proposed and seconded as approved by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. 
c) Standing order amendment form update to be taken forward to May’s meeting
d) Bank signatory mandate update – The form was circulated for completion
e) Shropshire Council non domestic rate demand notice – car park Tilstock - £0 due - Noted 
f) Year end – to enable the Clerk to update Councillors
The Clerk reported that she aims to have the internal audit  carried out prior to May’s meeting
f)
Grounds maintenance contract – Clerk’s update – KG Landscapting has been appointed.
g)
Precept update: The Clerk reported that the precept of £21,642 and Neighbourhood Fund amount of £6510.53 is to be received at the end of the month.  

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/03/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£376.48
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/03/19
	SALC
	Training – Councillor
	£70.00
	100376
	LGA 1972 s111


48/19
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

 To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda for the Meeting to be held on Tuesday 7th May 2019

To include discussion on Gleeson homes presentation
Councillors reported and discussed night time lorry activity at the digester site – 30-40 lorries stored and moved about at night.  In silage clamps – the Clerk was  asked to report this to Shropshire Council – no operator’s licence.  
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 8:48pm. 
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