WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 4th March 2019


Chairman:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 

Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 


Cllr S Taylor
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


26/19
Chairman’s welcome, to receive apologies/note absences announcements & Public 
participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting which opened at 7:15pm.  Mr A Rogers, Renew Land, who had been expected to attend the Meeting, sent apologies.  Four members of the public attended the Meeting and two Police Officers.  Cllr S Taylor sent her apologies.  Cllr Dakin attended the Meeting. 
A resident presented a proposal to the Council Members to create flower meadows around the village.  She outlined planting schemes to includes verges and the area around the Parish Rooms. Different seed mixes could be used in different areas.  The overall funding required from the Parish Council would be in the region of £687 or £750 to allow for perennials. The work would be done by volunteers. Only one cut would be required per year.  Annuals can be sewn up until May.  It was confirmed that ownership of all the areas included is not known.  Councillors confirmed that the Parish Council is in its third term of a three year grounds maintenance contract.  This proposal could be considered for next year. To take forward to April’s Meeting for discussion.
A resident gave his opinion about various comments which have been made about the pond in Ash Parva.  He confirmed that a post and rail fence is to be put in from the willow to the rear of the pond.  

The developer raised an article which had been published in the Whitchurch Herald regarding his development in Ash Parva.  He queried what the objections to the development were.  He confirmed that all materials have been signed off and that payment has been made towards the installation of the  30mph limit. Traffic calming measures cannot be introduced until the speed limit is in place. The recent trimming of the willow tree by the pond was discussed. Councillors asked when the development is likely to be finished. The S106 Agreement has now been finalised and paperwork has been sent to the Land Registry. Once it is finalised the common areas will be handed over to the management company and the footpath and parking area by the pond given to the Parish Council.  The last dwellings should be completed in 8-10 weeks with the road topping being the final job.
27/19
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Cllr Butler declared an interest in an item of planning.

28/19
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th February 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Dodd proposed them to be a true and accurate record of hte Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  


29/19
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No items were raised.

30/19
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports
No meetings had been attended.

The two Police officers gave a local update.  Whitchurch Rural Parish is one of the most peaceful areas in their patch.  The Officers gave reminders that it is an offence to keep dangerous dogs and that dogs should be kept on leads in public places.  A ‘dangerous’ dog is a term applied to any dog which is deemed to be out of control.  This also applies if the dog is on its owner’s property.  Cllr Butler gave a report of a vehicle having been stolen in Tilstock recently which had been ‘cloned’. The keys were in the house.  The Chairman thanked the Officers for attending. 

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin gave an update about an accident in Broughall. The 50mph limit is to be implemented on the A529 in the next financial year.  

31/19
Housekeeping
a)
Review of key policies: Risk Assessment; H&S; Business Resilience Scheme; Model Financial Regulations; Standing orders: Cllr Butler proposed the adoption of the policies, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed.

32/19
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider interim playground inspection reports
Cllr Butler agreed to undertake playground inspections.
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
Councillors discussed the 2 additional lights for Tilstock as considered at the preivous meeting.  Clrl A Allen proposed accepting the quote from Eon, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Clerk to instruct Eon to install the two new lights.  

Ash Bowling Club requires replacement lights which will cost c£6k.  Councillors suggested that they apply to Twemlows Solar Farm community fund and also to the Bradbury Trust. 

b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report /update of works previously requested: to include dog fouling
Cllr Butler reported that the School wishes to become involved in the anti dog fouling initiative in Tilstock by making posters for the village.

Flood reported in Ash at the junction of Church Lane and the Nantwich Road.  The grids need a thorough clean out.  Clerk to report.  
-
To receive notifications (see website for updated information): 

B5476 Tilstock Road Temporary Speed Restriction

Mon 25/02/2019 17:17  Affected Street:  B5476 Tilstock Road Temporary Speed Restriction

Start Date: 15th March 2019   End Date: 20th March 2019 Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00

Purpose: Carriageway resurfacing under 10mph convoy  Enforcement pattern for Tilstock Temporary Speed Restriction:
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://roadworks.org?tm=112829544


33/19
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins, NALC updates; Place plan review meeting date notification; Keep Britain Tidy Great Spring Clean 22/3/19; SALC training programme; Community enablement team update; 
The Clerk reminded Councillors that a Place Plan meeting has been scheduled for 8th May.  

TPOs for Ash have been received from Shropshire Council. 
34/19
 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 
19/00892/HHE  (validated: 25/02/2019)
Address:  Avonmore, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NS
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey rear extension to a detached dwelling, dimensions 4.5metres beyond the rear wall, 4.0metres maximum height and 2.250metres high to eaves
No objections were raised.

19/00662/REM  (validated: 11/02/2019)
Address:  Proposed Dwelling To The South Of Talisman, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Approval of reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale) pursuant of  17/01870/OUT (allowed on appeal 17/02605/REF) for the erection of 1No. Dwelling
No objections were raised.

19/00744/FUL  (validated: 15/02/2019)
Address:  The Bungalow , Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, SY13 3JR
Proposal:  Erection of two dwellings, formation of new vehicular access
Councillors agreed to maintain objections made previously which stated that the proposals would result in overdevelopment of the plot.  Proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Dodd. All agreed.

 19/00514/FUL  (validated: 08/02/2019)
Address:  Fir Tree Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EP
Proposal:  Change of use of land to allow the siting of timber framed yurt
No objections were made. 

18/05370/REM

Cllr Butler left the room.  Councillors discussed concerns about overdevelopment of the site and about access past the Hall. They agreed that het entrance by the Church should be closed off to vehicles. Access should be past the Hall but it may require widening. No access should be given from the Whitchurch road due to the bad bend. Clerk to respond.

ii)
Decisions: None received


iii)
TPO notifications for Ash Parva  Received. 

35/19
Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
The Clerk circulated updated spreadsheets. The bank reconciliation was checked against bank statements for accuracy and signed off as accurate.  
b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
Cllr A Allen proposed the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. 
c)
Tilstock playground : to consider adjusted grounds maintenance quotation
 The Clerk presented a new quote which was duly considered. The areas for maintenance have been checked with the Hall.  Cllr Dodd proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed.
d)
Confirmation of 3rd term of grounds maintenance contract (no price change) for Ash and addition of Tilstock areas 
Councillors confirmed the contract term for 2019-20.  
e)
Review of asset register
Councillors reviewed the asset register. Clerk to update.
f)
Standing order amendment form update; Bank signatory mandate update; 
To be taken forward to April’s meeting. 
g)
Introduction of new expenditure/budget review spreadsheet
The Clerk informed Councillors that she would be introducing a new spreadsheet to monitor spend against budget from April.




	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/02/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£376.48
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	
	
	
	
	


36/19
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 
To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda for the Meeting to be held on 1st April 2019

Update from Meeting with Newgate Comms in Prees Heath

Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
37/19
Employee contract review
The contract was reviewed and duly signed proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8:52pm. 
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
37/19
Employee contract review
Councillors reviewed the contract which had not been officially updated since the Clerk joined in 2010.  The Clerk highlighted the areas for change and circulated the copy for Councillors to review. The Clerk’s rate of pay was agreed at £12.39 ph with an increase in hours to 8 hours per week from 1st April 2019. New responsibilities were added to the contract relating to the website and GDPR.  The contract was reviewed and duly signed proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8:52pm. 
1

