WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 7th December 2015 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd, Cllr L Chesters; Cllr R Butler; Cllr A Allen; 

Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Chambers

Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



The Chair opened the informal session (advertised as per the agenda for 7-7:15pm.  Chris Hogarth from Natural England (Team leader delivery and co-ordination dept) attended to update Councillors on issues concerning Prees Heath.  Recent activities reported that ploughing of uncultivated land. Environmental impact regulations govern what can and cannot happen on uncultivated land.  This area falls under Defra legislation – responsibility for administering habitats directive has passed to Natural England.  Cultivation of land previously undisturbed couldn’t originally be enforced as it was under 2 hectares.  Landowner was asked to put back what had been disturbed to provide natural habitats and the original acres of common land.  Area cultivated has been cumulative – has now gone over 2 hectares threshold.  Regulations state that any works planned must be reported for scoping to establish if an environmental impact assessment report is necessary.  NE then decides if the work is permissible.  No scoping has been requested in this instance.  NE has decided to request a remediation notice to have the land restored.  The landowner must then comply; failure to do so constitutes an offence.  Once the land has been restored the land returns to uncultivated land.  It has also been reported that trees have been planted despite requests not to.  Councillors posed various questions to Mr Hogarth. The remediation notice will be available to the Parish Council and public. Motorcycling can be dealt with as an anti social behaviour offence but ultimate responsibility for controlling this activity will lie with Shropshire Council. Land use on common is controlled by DEFRA.  The Chair thanked Mr Hogarth for attending and answering questions.  Cllr Dakin attended for this section of the Meeting but due to another meeting commitment had to leave.

1
Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the December Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council and opened proceedings at 7:10pm.   Seven members of the public were present and a Police Officer.  Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting.  Kerbs are being installed along B5476.  Meres and Mosses have not cut the hedge in the car park. Clerk to chase.  Grid opposite Le Grand nursing home flooding in heavy rain.   
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent Apologies were received from Cllr T Hunter which were duly accepted.
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests - None

4 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs – Budget and precept discussions: Clerk confirmed dispensation to participate.

5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd November 2015. Cllrs confirmed that they had received the Minutes and had read them.  Cllr Chambers confirmed his attendance at the previous meeting: Chair inserted his name into the present section.  Cllr Chambers made various other recommendations for changes which were agreed to and inserted.  Cllr Chambers proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  Duly signed by the Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: None.  Chair reported that the Parish Plan will be taken forward to January.

7 Unitary Councillor’s report Cllr Dakin had left the Meeting.
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8 Community Policing Update: 
PCC Newsletters/West Mercia PCC update; Safer Roads Partnership update sent by email:

PC Chris Hirons gave an update on the operation held in Prees.  Large number of vehicles stopped.  Various tickets issued.  Tractor driver without a licence; cars without tax; 73 incidents resulted in 19 crimes; Five robberies against vulnerable people (particularly near cash machines). 8 issues of anti social behaviour.  Speed checks being carried out Station Road, Quina Brook, Ash Road and Chester Road, A49 to Prees Heath.  Shed break ins are becoming more frequent. Home and garden safety event upcoming at the Sainsbury’s community room.  PIR alarms on offer, door handle alarm items available.  Property marking event taking place in new year in association with SmartWater, Sunday 10th January in Tesco car park, uv pens and saddle stamping equipment.  March/April looking to run more events in rural area.  Cllr Chambers requested the houses opposite the car park are asked not to park there but in their own car park behind the houses.  The Chair confirmed that more spaces are available in the car park.  Letters were sent previously and the issue improved.  PC Hirons  agreed to observe this and leave notices if appropriate.  The Chair asked for information regarding the Safer Roads Partnership for community speed watch. She asked for volunteers (6) to be trained to carry out the speed watch in Tilstock.  The names will then be given to volunteers.  

9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – remedials now complete;

ii)
Street lighting: a) items to report: Light end of Golf House Lane out; Give Way signs lights are out – previously reported to Eon and Shropshire Council. Light by pond in Ash Parva; 
b) LED requirements to discuss: Chair has received update from Garry Johnson at Eon giving phased works schedule.  Chair relayed the information to the Councillors regarding lights with and without cut outs. Chair suggested that a decision needs to be made as to whether the works needs doing, when, funding etc.  The solar panel company originally offered grants for a community fund c£16ooo for 3 years.  The solar farm has been reduced to 2 smaller farms due to government legislation.  Funds available are going to be significantly reduced due to one farm being sold off.  Fund now likely to be reduced to c£5k per year.  Defibrillators first project, followed by lights proposed by Cllr Martinson, seconded by Cllr Thompson.  All agreed.
c) Letter from Eon regarding Scottish Power/DNO cut outs – Chair relayed the information to the Members.  

iii) 
Grounds Maintenance Contract for 2016 – Chair asked members if they wished the maintenance contract to go to tender this year.  Councillors agreed that the Clerk should obtain 3 quotes.  

10
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: Clerk updated on Brown Moss renaming: request received and in progress.  Sign to be fixed end of Ash Lane/Hospital Lane – Clerk to remind again.  

ii)
SSIs/Brown Moss (ponies/goats): livestock being provided are to be rescued animals and will come in due course.  Map given to show locations of trees to be retained within the ares earmarked for felling at Brown Moss, 21 in total.  Chair to complete a Meres and Mosses survey.

iii)
ROAD CLOSURE – Foxes Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch Shropshire – 04/01/2016 - 12 days (24 hours) - Drainage Works
iv) 
Chair reported that the farmers locally are failing in the main in their responsibilities to clean the roads after use.  Letters to be written to the farmers to include a copy of Shropshire Council’s leaflet outlining those responsibilities.  Issues reported included tractors failing to stop for other traffic but driving all over the verges instead.  Chair to compose.  All agreed. Clerk to request that Highways organise a sweep through to Whitchurch including Brown Moss.
11
Housekeeping

a) Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
 i) LJC – Market Drayton meeting featuring Chris Smith (Chief exec) presenting on the Big Conversation. 
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11
Housekeeping cont
ii) NSAC (meeting 7th December) clash of dates.
ii)  Village Hall Committees: Ash Parish Room content that a defibrillator is installed on the Hall.  Hall and Bowling Club willing to contribute. PC to decide if this will be needed.
iv) Charities: Cllr Butler attended Elizabeth Langford meeting on 17th Nov on general maintenance issues.  
v) Emergency planning: Defibrillator discussed under ii)  
vi) Tilstock School: successful day fundraising in Whitchurch.  Hoping to sort out the fencing in the New Year: undertaking tender process currently.  
b) Place Plans – Notification of Shropshire Council’s decision not to undertake annual review: Chair updated Councillors.  Ditches memorial to heath; Tilstock to become gated village.  Cllrs agreed to submit these items regardless of their not carrying out a review.  Clerk to submit. 
c) Website – Discuss website provision in response to intent to close 2shrop.net facility. Website training day 18th December10-4pm at Shirehall.  If 2shrop.net deemed to be unfit for purpose the website will become defunct next year.  Take item forward.  
d) Clerk’s annual review/appraisal: Cllr Martinson requested another Councillor to joining the appraisal process.  Cllr Dodd offered to join the process.  Date tbc.

12 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation circulated for information. Balances to 16th November as per bank statements.  

iii)
Review of current budget/spend with view to preparation of budget/precept request for 2016/17. Chair highlighted that there is sufficient budget (£1500) left this year to purchase a defibrillator for Ash – Cllr Chambers proposed purchasing one now, seconded by Cllr Powers.  Cllrs agreed a budget of £1500 – Cllrs Thompson and Chesters to make recommendation to the Council members.  

Bill for room hire for Tilstock required. Bill for £100 for room hire in Ash, Dodd a allen salary; Dodd and power invoices.  

Chair asked for agreement that the PC keep the precept at the same level. Shropshire Council has increased their request by 4%.  Councillors discussed budget allocation for this and next year and projects which need to be done.  Lighting requirements £1100 plus defibrillator for parish projects.  Cllr Martinson highlighted good practice is to set a budget for 3 years in advance and to keep it in line.  Cllr Thompson recommended increasing the precept request in order to follow the phased lighting plan.  Traffic management priorities such as gated village project requested for Tilstock raised by Cllr Chambers to support increase in precept.  Councillors need to make the request in January.  Cllr A Allen agreed that the precept request should be set in line with need to spend. Cllr Martinson proposed keeping band d at a % increase. Precept 2015/16 was just below £18k.  Agenda item for next meeting.
	Invoices for payment: 
	

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of expenditure

	30/11/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/10/15
	TWM
	Traffic Sign
	£3144.00
	100248
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s 72(1)

	/11/15
	Parish Room
	Room Hire
	£100
	100249
	LGA 1972 s111
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13
 Planning:

i) Applications: 
15/04714/FUL Address: Land On Runway At Twemlows Hall, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, 
 Proposal: Laying of 33KV underground electricity cabling in association with planning permission 14/03957/FUL (revision to previously approved 15/02073/FUL
 Applicant: Sunsave 27 (Twemlows) Ltd (C/O AGENT): Agreed to support.

15/04370/PMBPA Ash Wood, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
 Proposal: Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to residential use: No objections raised.  
 ii)
Decisions: 

14/03013/OUT Land To North Christ Church, Tilstock, Shropshire
Outline planning permission for residential development (all matters reserved) Decision: Grant Permission

15/04308/FUL Newlyn, Steel Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3LD
 Proposal: Erection of of single storey side extension following demolition of existing garage
 Decision: Grant Permission

14/03860/FUL (validated: 27/08/2014) Land At Ash Parva , Whitchurch, SY13 4DT
 Proposal: Erection of 8 Dwellings with Associated Access, Works to Highway and Provision of Footpath
 Decision: Grant Permission

15/04588/FUL Grove Cottage , Foxes Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4EF: Erection of a single storey extension to side elevation and porch to front elevation; internal alterations
Decision: Grant Permission

14 Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes; Shropshire Council’s Big Conversation; Health and Wellbeing etc; Neighbourhood Watch alerts; SAMDev briefing note; Electoral role update info – all distributed by email

ii) Malcolm Pace voted in as new leader of Shropshire Council

15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

An opportunity for Councillors to bring local items of interest or concern to the Council for future discussion/consideration:

Cllr Chambers asked for mains gas supply for Tilstock to be an item

Future development sites – need to establish position

Nursing home – establish position

Review of parish plan

There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:37pm.



Date of next meeting: Monday 4th January 2016 Ash Village Hall
Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes


The Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th December 2015 were accepted and approved by 

Whitchurch Rural Parish Council at a Meeting held on:  
4th January 2016
Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...

