
Chairman:	Cllr A AllenWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr A Martin; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr R Thompson;
Cllr K Howell, Cllr W Allen
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Not present

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th September 2026 
at Ash Village Hall
Ordinary Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

1) Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm. There were   members of the public present. Apologies were received from Cllr M Haynes, Cllr W Kay and Unitary Cllr G Ebbs. Five members of the public attended the Meeting and one Community Support Officer.  Two of the members of the public attended in order to make a representation about the grant funding application from the Village Hall to assist with costs to replace the fence around the bowling green to improve the appearance and to remove hedging as the roots are encroaching onto the green which interferes with play. The fence under the hedge was reported to have rotted. 
A member of the public attended to register his support for his neighbour’s planning application.
The Head Teacher from Tilstock School and the Head of the Governors attended the Meeting in order to update the Councillors on the progress of the request made by the Parish Council for the community to have access to the School field in the absence of any playing space otherwise being available for the village children to use. The request has been forwarded to the Trust’s Estate Office for consideration. The School is in favour of the proposal in principle however management of the space and activities must be considered, insurance and protection of the space will all need to be factored into the decision making process.  
The public session closed at 7:37pm with the attendees being thanked for having attended.

2) Co-option of Councillors
The Clerk confirmed that one applicant had withdrawn and another has decided against applying. The other applicant has not responded to emails or submitted a completed application. 

3)	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr W Allen declared an interest in the Village Hall grant application. Cllr Kettle is a Council representative on the Hall Committee and as such does not need to declare an interest. 

4)	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th July 2026  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Howell proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5)	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.
6)	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins inc Shropshire Local Transport Plan pre consultation; Fly tipping briefing note; Police & Crime Commissioner info; SaTH updates;
The Councillors discussed the fly tipping briefing note.  Having recently received updates from Cllr Ebbs on his endeavours to resolve litter issues around Whitchurch, the Councillors agreed that they would like to receive more Whitchurch Rural Parish focussed reports at meetings. The Clerk was asked to make this request. 
7)	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
26/02567/FUL  (validated: 10/07/2026)
Address:  Oak Tree Barn, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AG
Proposal:  Single storey extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=THRMGFTDJQK00
The Councillors raised on objections to the proposals proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved.  

b) Decisions - none

c)	Planning Appeals: none 

8)	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliations for approval 
Cllr Richardson proposed accepting the bank reconciliations to 16th July and 16th August 2026 as accurate and in line with the bank statements, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliations.

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Richardson proposed all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved.   Cllr A Allen proposed approving the Clerk’s expenses, noting the increased monthly working from home allowance in line with HMRC’s guidance, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Closure of external audit notification – to acknowledge notice, External Auditor’s certificate & any findings
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the conclusion of audit notice and External Auditor's certificate.  No ‘other matters’ were raised for attention. The notices have been displayed.

d)	Grant funding application – Ash Village Hall
The Councillors considered the grant funding application from the Village Hall to replace fencing around the bowling green and to remove some of the hedge due to the roots encroaching onto the green.  The Councillors queried why the Club does not have CASC status which it has previously recommended so that it can apply directly to the Parish Council for funding assistance, rather than applying via the Village Hall which, it was acknowledged, owns the land.  The Bowling Club is essentially a private members club. The Councillors agreed that the request for funding to remove hedging is a bowling club issue, not a Village Hall one as it only directly benefits the Club. The hedging would otherwise provide an adequate boundary for the area.  Whilst the Parish Council can provide funding to the Hall, it cannot provide financial support for a private members club.  The application is for £8575 +VAT. The Councillors agreed to a match funded grant of £5145 to the Village Hall, with the condition that the Club applies for CASC status within 12 months as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 




e)	NJC pay award
The Councillors noted the NJC’s recommendation for a 3.3% pay scale increase, backdated to April 2026.  Cllr Thornhill proposed accepting and implementing the increase, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	15/08/26
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£94.67
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	15/07/26
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£94.67
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 x19

	30/07/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/08/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/07/26
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground 
	£51.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	28/07/26
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground 
	£51.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	09/07/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	14/07/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/08/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/08/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/08/26
	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	£378.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s168

	12/08/26
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£397.42
	Dd
	HA 1980 s301; PCA 1957 s3

	23/07/26
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£164.28
	dd
	

	24/07/26
	SALC
	Training
	£56.25
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/07/26
	Signs of the Times
	Signs x 2
	£108.00
	Paid
	LGA 1972 s111

	 27/08/26
	Jones the builder
	Tilstock notice board
	£1540.00
	Online
	

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/08/26
	Bank 1
	Bank interest
	£43.02
	
	

	16/07/26
	Bank 1
	Bank interest
	£41.59
	
	

	30/06/26
	Bank 2
	Bank interest
	£265.99
	
	


9)	Housekeeping 
a) 	Tilstock School 
The Councillors agreed that they were pleased that the Head Teacher and Head of Governors attended the Meeting and viewed the progression made so far as very positive.  They confirmed the intention to keep working with the School to progress access to the School field.

b)	Defibrillators 
No issues were raised. The Horseshoe Pub defibrillator needs a status check.

c)	Strategic Objectives Plan – feedback from the Working Group meeting
Cllr Howell gave an update on the last Working Group meeting.  New equipment for the play areas is to be looked into along with equipment for Tilstock Hall.  The Councillors discussed using the Gossip magazine as an outlet to publish newsletters for WRPC.  Cllr Howell and the Clerk have attended Communicating with your Community online courses.

d)	Website – to enable feedback from Cllrs for new content
Ideas for new content to be added to Strategic Objectives Plan. 	
e)	Feedback from external meetings attended by Councillors
No meetings have been attended.

f)	Unitary Cllr’s report
No present.  It was noted that a meeting about the future of the Civic Centre in Whitchurch is to be held on Friday. 

g)	Village Halls – updates from Reps to inc: litter bins;
An issue with playground bin emptying in Tilstock was discussed. The bin on the playground fence is emptied however the one inside the playground is not.  It was agreed that the bin in the playground would be removed and a larger bin for outside will be looked into.  Clerk to contact Shropshire Council via FixMyStreet to discuss.

h)	Request for memorial bulb planting by war memorial in Ash
The Councillors noted a request for memorial crocus bulb planting at the Ash Magna War Memorial. A similar request to the Hall has been passed onto the Hall Committee. Cllr A Allen proposed approving the request, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

10) Ward Matters – matters to report
a) Street lighting – Clerk’s feedback
The Clerk reported that Eon is trying to escalate the issue of the reconnection for Column 17 in Ash Magna with Scottish Power.  

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The Councillors agreed that not many cuts will have been needed this year. 

c) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports/action any maintenance raised; 
The latest inspection reports were noted. The fencing issues in Ash need addressing by the Village Hall.  Remedial issues in Tilstock and Ash to be referred to JHG (Cllr Thompson to liaise).  New equipment for both playgrounds to be considered such as sensory panels.

d) Highways – to report concerns; Tilstock VAS: confirmation of installation; proposed Officer mtg attendance
The replacement VAS has been installed in Tilstock.  A proposed visit to a meeting by a Highways Officer has yet to be confirmed.  There has been no movement on the change of speed limit on the B5476 Whitchurch to Tilstock road – despite initial agreement for the scheme, Shropshire Council has since withdrawn approval. 

e) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
No further update other than as reported under item 9a).

f) Motorcross
The planning of events continues to be monitored.  A local resident is in regular contact with Shropshire Council regarding this matter and keeps the Parish Council updated.  

g) Parker Allen Way – a meeting has yet to be arranged with the landowner to discuss maintenance.  




h) Ash Parva Pond – Update on works undertaken; willow tree report; 
The Councillors noted recent works by the volunteers with thanks. The willow tree has been reported as being in need of attention. The tree has a TPO on it. The Clerk has contacted the Tree department which will inspect it when next in the area. 

i) Empty housing 
The Clerk provided an update following a call from a Shropshire Council officer who had inspected the premises for rat infestations. No signs were found.  Cllr Ebbs to be asked for an update. 

j) Farm traffic
Cllr Thompson raised concerns over increased farm traffic movements in Hollins Lane.  This is a single track road with no passing places. Signage is required. Clerk to request. 

11	Agenda items for the October (5th) Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be held at Tilstock Village Hall
Cllr Howell raised the issue of the non-adoption of street lighting in Church Close in Tilstock. Persimmons have been contacted to fix the lights however have failed to do so. Shropshire Council will need to be asked to chase the company to sort the issue out.

12	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

There were no members of the public remaining. 

a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
Cllr Thompson raised an alleged breach of planning issue where a developer has failed to comply with the terms of the planning permission. To be taken forward. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:07pm. 
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