
 Chairman:	Cllr R ThornhillWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thomspon; Cllr A Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr W Kay; Cllr M Richardson, Cllr L Loweth
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th February 2024 at
Ash Village Hall 

[bookmark: _Hlk155263358]403	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
Cllr Thornhill welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm.  Four members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllr Martin. Unitary Cllr  G Dakin sent his apologies. 
A member of the public queried whether the Parish Council had received documents relating to the transfer of the Parker Allen Way footpath. The Clerk confirmed that no documents have been received however the Parish Council’s Solicitor had chased the other party and would follow up later this week.  The Clerk further confirmed that the Parish Council is applying to have the area of land around the pond registered as a village green. This is ongoing. 
A second member of the public requested a maintenance grant for the Ash cemetery under the new legislation which now permits financial assistance for such requests.
Recent motorcross activity in the parish was raised. This was an ad hoc private event and does not constitute a change of use of land. 

404	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr W Allen declared interests in the Church funding request and any discussions surrounding motorcross activity. 

405	Co-option of Councillor – to consider applications and elect a Councillor
Applications were received from two candidates.  The applicant present gave an brief overview of previous experience and community involvement. The second applicant was not present. Members of the public left the meeting whilst Councillors considered the applications.  After some discussion, Cllr A Allen proposed Mr R Byrd be co-opted, seconded by Cllr Haynes.  Carried. Resolved. 
The second applicant was thanked for applying and attending the Meeting.  

406	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4th January 2024  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Thompson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

407	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
The Chairman raised grant funding for the Churches for cemetery maintenance as discussed at the previous meeting.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that this was not budgeted for in this financial year’s budget or the next.  After some discussion, Cllr Loweth proposed £750 be awarded, seconded by Cllr Haynes. Carried.  Resolved. The grants will be reviewed next year.
Cllr A Allen indicated that Christchurch, Tilstock, is considering applying for a grant to assist with repairs required for the Church clock face. 



408	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin was not present. 

409 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: 
SALC AGM; NALC updates; NSAC meeting details; Planning enforcement update from Shropshire Council; Procurement threshold changes; D Day
Councillors discussed D Day 80th anniversary celebrations.  The Hall reps were asked to find out if the Village Halls will be holding any events. 
Update planning enforcement information from Shropshire Council was noted. 

410	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
The Clerk confirmed that she has chased the Solicitor regarding the Village Green registration and also regarding land transfers. The Solicitor hopes to receive documents from Hatchers later this week. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
More kits have been registered via the Smart Water Team.  More still need to be issued in order to meet the requirements for signage.   

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
The Facebook page is up and running. Cllr Kettle to forward details.  A social media policy will be required to support this.  Action: Clerk to circulate a draft.
Councillors discussed how best to advertise the page. 

d)	Biodiversity policy	
The Clerk recommended a supporting document to the policy to highlight how the Parish Council meets requirements. Cllrs Loweth and Kay to review.
		
e)	Defibrillator guardian – Prees Heath	
Cllr Haynes volunteered to monitor the new defibrillator.  

f)	Official portrait scheme
Cllr Richardson proposed applying for a free portrait, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed with one objection.  Resolved. Action: Clerk to apply. 

411	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
A light out in Tilstock was reported for attention. Cllr Thompson to provide location map. 
Ash Magna illuminated signs are still not working, nor is the light by the Old School House. Clerk to raise with Shropshire Council again. 
Councillors were asked to review the original quote to repair the fingerpost following a response from Highways.
The Clerk reported she is waiting for a response from Highways regarding the request for double yellow lines to be installed by Tilstock School. 
Cllr W Allen was asked to provide a copy of a letter he believes exists confirming the Parish Council’s intention to maintain the Parker Allen Way in perpetuity following a request to resurface it.  Councillors agreed that they are of the opinion that it can wait until ownership has been established.
Incidents of effluent on the carriageway near Greenfields Farm were reported. This has been an issue in previous years. Action: Clerk to report for investigation. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No further matters raised. 

iii) Motorcross – to acknowledge receipt of complaints in relation to recent activity; to discuss
Cllr W Allen did not participate in the discussion.
Cllr Thornhill gave an overview of recent local activity and the complaints received in person and via email.  Shropshire Council has reported an increase in activity across the county.  Events can be held for no more than 14 non consecutive days/weekends per year on private land with the landowner’s permission.  The Police have been monitoring the activity.  

iv) Finger post repairs – to discuss
Covered under previous item. 
 
v)	Playground inspections – to raise matters requiring attention
It was reported that the fence around the playground in Ash may be in need of replacement.  
A landowner in Tilstock is reviewing a piece of land for possible sale as additional amenity space. 

vi)	Highways site visits – to discuss/update
The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for a site visit date from Highways.  To include signs/markers by the pub for discussion. Action: To ask Cllr Dakin to chase. 

vii)	Road Closures: 
· A41 Tilstock Island approaches during the 29th of Jan to 9th of Feb between the hours of 09:30 - 16:00;
· Tilstock Road, Whitchurch Start Date: 8th April 2024End Date: 8th April 2024
Purpose: Road Closure - Work on poles Works Promoter:   Openreach
Works Promoter Ref: BC008OGEA11576251-01 
Enforcement pattern for Tilstock Road, Whitchurch 9.30 - 14.30hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=137116622

· Ash Magna to Ash Pava Start Date: 11th April 2024 End Date: 16th April 2024
· Purpose: carriageway repairs Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council
· Works Promoter Ref: UJ20825917313
· Enforcement pattern for Ash Magna to Ash Pava Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=137075709

viii)	Footpaths/bridleways
Bridleway issue in Tilstock has been reported to the Outdoor Recreation Team. 

412 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
23/05070/FUL  (validated: 09/01/2024)
Address:  33 Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Subdivision of existing dwelling to provide two dwellings including alterations to existing accesses and erection of first floor extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S4QVH6TDLPJ00

Cllr Haynes proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 

Reference:  23/05478/FUL  (validated: 20/12/2023)
Address:  12 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension with access from the existing utility room
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S5XH79TDMB700

Cllr W Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. 

23/05504/PMBPA  (validated: 05/01/2024)
Address:  Bennions Field , Dark Lane, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EH
Proposal:  Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the conversion of agricultural building to residential
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S6168JTDMCH00

Public comments were noted. No comment. 

b) Decisions:
 23/05205/FUL  (validated: 04/12/2023)
Address:  The Croft , Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Single storey rear extension and garage extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

Reference:  23/05206/FUL  (validated: 04/12/2023)
Address:  The Bungalow, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JR
Proposal:  Erection of a detached garage and associated works
Decision:  Grant Permission

23/05146/FUL  (validated: 30/11/2023)
Address:  Lower Blackoe Farm, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Conversion of former agricultural building to create two dwellings and the erection of a new 4 bay carport together with new sewage treatment plant
Decision:  Grant Permission

413 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of the statements and financial reports.  Cllr Thompson proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 
Cllr A Allen proposed completing a new bank mandate, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. The form was duly completed. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
All invoices/payments were proposed for approval by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. 

c)	Defibrillators – invoice to approve; update on Ash Parva unit
The invoice for the installation of the Prees Heath was noted and approved as above. 
The Ash Parva unit will be installed shortly.  



d)	Neighbourhood Fund spend 
Monies due in April were noted. 

e)	Funding request – Ash Bowling Club
A funding request for £2000 was noted. The Club is a private members club and as such cannot be supported financially. It was noted that the electrical supply comes from the Hall. As such it was recommended that the Hall committee should apply after having checked the impact on the Hall’s supply.  The request was recommended for refusal with the recommendations as above, proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Kay. All agreed. Resolved. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.64
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/01/23
	Bank
	Bank charges
	£5.80
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/01/23
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£55.56
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/01/23
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	11/12/23
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance
	£2124.00
	100650 to replace
100645
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	11/12/23
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance
	£1428.00
	100651 to replace
100646
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	09/01/24
	Eon
	Annual maintenance contract
	£270.84
	100652
	PCA 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	19/01/24
	PP Electrical
	Electrical work for defibrillator installation at Prees Heath
	£480.00
	100653
	PHA 1936 s234

	30/01/24
	Eon
	Maintenance
	£72.50
	100654
	PCA 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	29/01/24
	Norton in Hales PC
	Printer ink recharge
	£176.79
	100655
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/01/24
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£80.00
	100656
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/01/24
	D Talbot
	Playground fence repairs – Tilstock
	£370.00
	100657
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	10/01/24
	R Thompson
	Notice board magnets 
	£9.98
	100658
	LGA 1972 s111

	20/01/24
	R Thompson
	Purchase of blinds for Tilstock Village Hall as per funding request
	£856.80
	100659
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	
	VOID
	
	
	100660
	

	29/01/24
	Ashley Wooden Flooring
Tilstock Village Hall
	Grant
	£3960.00
	100661
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	29/01/24
	Tilstock Bowling & Tennis Club
	Grant
	£4320.00
	100662
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	06/09/23
	Church notice board company
	Spare keys
	£21.00
	100663
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/02/24
	Christchurch Ash
	Grant
	£750.00
	100664
	

	05/02/24
	Christchurch Tilstock
	Grant
	£750.00
	100665
	

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/01/23
	Bank
	Interest
	£235.62
	
	



414 	Agenda items for the 4th March 2024 Meeting (Tilstock)
Tilstock School parking

415	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:49pm.
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