WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 1st October 2018


Chair:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 
Clerk



105/18

Chair’s welcome, announcements & Public participation 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the October Meeting of the Parish Council opening proceedings at 7:15pm. There were 5 members of the public present.  Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting.
A  resident requested support from the Parish Council to change the address of his and neighbouring properties to remove the words ‘council houses’ from the address. One neighbour does not support the change. The house names has no impact on the road name. The Clerk was asked to look into.

A resident queried the recent newspaper article outlining how Shropshire Council administers CiL money.  This is an ongoing discussion at Shropshire Council.

A resident queried whether the Parish Council has made a decision regarding cleaning the war memorials.  Chair confirmed that this would be discussed at this Meeting.

A local developer attended the meeting to discuss the pond in Ash Parva.  Recent investigations have revealed that the pond does not appear to be in anyone’s ownership.  The adjacent footpath was discussed and the developer’s desire to transfer ownership of the footpath and parking spaces to the Parish Council.  Matter to be discussed during the Meeting (necessitating suspending standing orders to permit discussion with the developer during the Meeting).

106/18

To receive apologies/note absences

Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Taylor, due to illness. Cllr Allen apologised for missing the last Meeting due to work commitments.

107/18

To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

No requests received.

108/18

Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd September 2018
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Hunter proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.

109/18

Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

110/18

Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports


Cllr Allen gave a report from the Local Transport Meeting she attended on 19/9/18 at which local transport issues, urban and rural, were discussed.  It was generally agreed that infrastructure should be in place before development begins to alleviate problems for residents.

110/18 cont
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported on local flood issues.  The speed camera installation due for Ash Parva has been delayed due to staffing issues.

111/18

Housekeeping

a)
Website – To consider items for inclusion 
No new items brought forward.  The Clerk has added new articles relating to electoral roll registration and extended GP appointment times.

112/18

Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider interim playground inspection reports
Cllr Dodd reported that all is in order.
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
No matters to report.  The Shropshire Council lights on the triangle in Tilstock have been attended to. Cllr Butler to check.
-
Ash Parva – pond/development matters: to enable Councillors to discuss matters arising in 
connection with the pond/footpath and the new development
Councillors explained to the developer why the Parish Council had been unable to purchase a new liner for the pond, understanding at the time that the pond was in private ownership.  This has been investigated with a land registry search which has proven otherwise.  The developer confirmed that when the land was purchased it had been with the belief that the pond was included.  The footpath is unfinished and needs to be progressed with Planning.  The required surface type was discussed. The Council members stressed that the path would have to be finished to an agreed standard before it could assume responsibility for it.  The Parish Council also sought assurances that the outlet pipe installed to feed the pond would not create any contamination or flood risk issues. It was noted that under the terms of the planning permission the properties from which the rainwater will be taken, indicate that the run off would be fed into soakaways.  The overflow will go to a grid in the road.  The developer will provide confirmation that the proposals will meet the approval of the EA. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council has to look into risk/flood/contamination and public safety for insurance purposes.  Cllr Dodd proposed registering the pond to the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Resolved. The developer will instruct his solicitor to transfer the title for the footpath and car park land once the work has been completed.  Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Hunter proposed and seconded accepting the footpath and car parking land with the agreement that the surface would be finished with a grano surface which would be installed and freshened along the whole length of the path. The path will be 1.2m width. Clerk to inform the planning officer.  

-
Church Close, Tilstock – to enable the Clerk to provide an update on the outstanding adoption by 
Shropshire Council
The Clerk gave an update from Shropshire Council which has liaised with Persimmon Homes. This matter should shortly be resolved and the road formally adopted by Shropshire Council.  





112/18 cont
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report /update of works previously requested
Fly tipping in Prees Heath has been reported and will hopefully be removed shortly.  Cllr Butler to monitor.  Issue with high hedge reported in Tilstock. To monitor. Abandoned car in car park spotted. To check if it is still there.
-
Road Closures: To receive notifications (see website for updated information)

Put on website.  Several road closures due to Remembrance parades.  
113/18

Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins, NALC updates, Community Infrastructure Levy update; Evening/weekend GP appointments bulletin; Blackberry Fair; Helicopter Liaison Group Meeting notice; HM Land Registry request receipt; SmartWater offer
The Clerk reported the Smartwater offer is open until the end of the year.  Councillors queried the shelf life of the product.  Councillors agreed not to take up the offer. 
An application to confirm a strong local connection for an affordable home in the village has been received. Councillors will review this application in November as it arrived too late for inclusion on the agenda for discussion at this meeting. 

Councillors discussed the CiL update from Robert Macey. Councillors agreed that the Chair should draft a letter and circulate by email for input from Councillors.  

114/18

Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 
18/02617/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Change of use of agricultural land to allow extension to existing green burial site; formation of parking area(s), planting scheme and landscaping LOCATION: Fenns Meadow Green Burial Ground, At Alkington Grange, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire.- AMENDMENTS
No objections were raised. 


ii)
Decisions: 
18/03038/FUL  (validated: 02/07/2018)
Address:  Tilstock C Of E Primary School, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Erection of extension to existing school reception to include disabled access arrangements and additional safe guarding security
Decision:  Grant Permission

115/18

Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
The spreadsheets provided and circulated by the Clerk were checked against statements for accuracy and duly signed off by the Chair.
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
The salary was proposed and seconded by Cllrs A Allen and Dodd, all agreed. All other payments were proposed and seconded by Cllr Dodd and Cllr W Allen. All agreed. Cheques signed in accordance with the mandate. Resolved.  


115/18
c) War memorial cleaning – quotations for comparison/acceptance for the Ash and Tilstock memorials. 
The Clerk presented 3 quotes for comparison.  Councillors discussed the proposals and different cleaning methods. It was agreed (proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Power) to accept the quote from Midland Masonry to include re-pointing the memorial in Ash.  Clerk to first check with the War Memorials Trust for guideline advice.

d) Conclusion of 2017-18 External Audit – to receive the External Auditor’s findings, certificate and conclusion of audit notice;
The Clerk and Councillors confirmed that the relevant notices regarding the end of audit process have been displayed as required. 


e) 20119-20 Budget – To bring forward any financial considerations prior to November’s budget setting agenda item

Items for consideration were put forward as: pond liner; fence for footpath; VAS for Broughall, gated community for Tilstock.  
	Recipient
	Date
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of Exp

	Employee
	30/09/18
	Salary 
	£376.48
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	PKF Littlejohn
	06/09/18
	External Audit
	£240
	100366
	LGA 1972 s168

	Ellesmere Rural Parish Council
	01/10/18
	Contrib to course fees for Clerk
	£50.00
	100367
	LGA 1972 s111

	Employee
	01/10/18
	Expenses
	£81.60
	100368
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	
	
	
	
	
	



116/18 
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 


To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda

Apologies from Cllr Dodd for the next meeting. 
There being no further business the Chair thanked all those present for attending and declared the Meeting closed at  8:55 pm.
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