

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 7th December 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler;  Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr T Hunter
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr G Dakin

85/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm. All members were present (Cllr W Allen joined at 7:19pm).  No announcements were made. Five members of the public attended the Meeting in relation to Neighbourhood Fund grant applications.  Cllr Power asked the representatives from the White Lion for confirmation of some points (plans for a community shop/size/capacity/café) in relation to the application from the Pub.  
 
86/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
The Clerk informed the Meeting that she had been made aware that an applicant had recently contacted the Ash Councillors by email regarding declarations of interest, suggesting that, in their view, being a shareholder in the White Lion did not amount to having a pecuniary interest and that they need not declare interests, which would then enable participation in the consideration of the application.  The Clerk confirmed that all Councillors had been provided with guidance on Disclosable pecuniary interests and the code of conduct from NALC and Shropshire Council prior to the Meeting, which also includes information on Predetermination and Bias.  The Clerk told the Meeting that she was certain that Members would, as always, be open, honest and transparent in their declarations.
Cllrs A Allen, Thornhill, Taylor, Dodd and Hunter all declared interests in the White Lion Pub grant application, being shareholders.  Cllrs Dodd, Thornhill and Hunter also declared interests in the Parish Room application.  These Councillors will not be participating in the grant funding application discussions from the Ash Parish Hall or the White Lion Pub.

87/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd November 2020. 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Dodd proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Thornill, all agreed.  Resolved. The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.  

86/20
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

87/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ 


No meetings have been attended. 


b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin confirmed that the Gleeson Homes application for ‘affordable’ houses to be build at Prees Heath had been turned down by Shropshire Council’s North Planning Committee.  
Approval has been given for 5 tonnes of chicken waste to be transported to the anaerobic digester per day.
Cllr Dakin has done a tour with the Highways engineer around the villages. No concerns were raised about the quality of work filling potholes which had been reported as unsatisfactory by Councillors.  Councillors discussed the quality of material used to fill the holes.  

Cllr Dakin reported that about another 1000 homes are still to be built in Whitchurch.  Concerns were raised over appropriate infrastructure capability and capacity.

88/20
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports 

Ash playground was reported as being in good order. Some repairs (minor) are still outstanding in Tilstock (the weather has prevented completion).  To be completed in the New Year.

b)
Meetings –review of guidance re face to face meetings 

The Chairman confirmed that Meetings will continue via remote platform for the foreseeable future.

c)
Housing needs survey – update

Awaiting results. 

d)
Tilstock car park – to discuss any maintenance required
The Clerk confirmed that she has asked the Highways Portfolio Holder if Shropshire Council may be able to assist with the provision of line marking in the car park. She is awaiting a response from the appropriate team.
89/20
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Census 2021; Community reassurance updates; Cultural strategy consultation; NHS 111 stakeholder briefing; Email received re wildflower planting scheme; BT payphone removal consultation conclusion; 
An email has been received stating a preference not to have the wildflower planting outside a resident’s house.  Councillors agreed that a flyer should be delivered to houses giving residents the option to state a preference. The area behind the pond was proposed as an area which could be seeded.  
The Lord Lieutenant’s Garden Party nomination from WRPC to be confirmed if it has not already been submitted. 
90/20
Planning

a)
Applications: 

20/04870/FUL  (validated: 23/11/2020)
Address:  Warehouse At, Cloverdale, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NG
Proposal:  Relocation and improvement of existing access and proposed access track 
Cllr Blyth proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. 
20/04765/FUL  (validated: 26/11/2020) 23 Church Lane, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Erection of part single storey, part first storey rear extensions, and alterations to existing porch roof
No objections were raised. Cllr Thornhill proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. 

20/04142/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Provision of a 75KW renewable heat pump into existing building (retrospective) LOCATION: Twemlows Hall Stud Farm, Twemlows Hall, Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch
Cllr Power proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 
b)
Decisions: 

20/00961/FUL  (validated: 09/03/2020)
Address:  White House Farm , Nantwich Road, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4AE
Proposal:  Conversion of traditional agricultural building to open market dwelling
Decision:  Grant Permission
19/02203/FUL  (validated: 05/06/2019)
Address:  Land Adjacent To Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 48 dwelling houses (23 open market and 25 affordable) including new vehicular access, public open space and associated infrastructure (amended description)
Decision:  Refuse
c)
Reconsultation:

20/04134/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Conversion and partial demolition of existing nursing home into one dwelling, erection of two further detached dwellings and provision of double garages for all three properties (amended scheme) LOCATION: Le Grand Nursing Home , Tilstock Lane , Tilstock, SY13 3JL
No objections were raised. Cllr A Allen proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed.


A possible breach of planning was raised. The Clerk informed the Meeting that due to confidentiality such matters cannot be discussed in a public forum and should be reported in advance of a meeting so that a closed session can be included.  The matter has been forwarded by email and will be followed up.

91/20
Finance:
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed that they had received the latest spreadsheets circulated by the Clerk. The Chairman confirmed that the bank reconciliation agrees with the bank statements.

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 

	Date

	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	20/11/20
	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	£240.00 PAID
	100446
	LGA 1972 s168


The Clerk confirmed that the external audit invoice has been paid.  
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
Budget – to review and consider the budget for 2021-22

The Clerk shared the budget proposals online. Councillors queried the version circulated by email. The Clerk reminded Councillors that the budget had also been sent out in November for consideration at that Meeting and prior to this. Councillors reviewed the provisions.  To confirm in January.

d)
AGAR – External audit update

Councillors noted the comments from the auditor in relation to the last financial year’s audit. The audit is now completed and notices have been displayed to advertise this.  Acceptance of the External Auditor’s certificate and report were proposed and seconded by Cllrs Power and A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)
Neighbourhood Fund grants – Applications received for consideration from Ash Village Hall; Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall; The White Lion Pub; 

The Clerk informed the Council that the amount of NF money currently held by the Council is £53,015.  The Councillors agreed, proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Blyth, that this money should be split equally between the two wards.  Resolved.  Three additional streetlights have been requested for Tilstock, 2 for Ash.  A sum in the region of £5k will need to be allocated for this expenditure.  Firm quotes will be needed from the contractor.  
Cllrs Dodd, Thornhill and Hunter did not participate in the Ash Village Hall application consideration. 

Councillors considered the application for funding to replace the playground equipment (c£20k). The Clerk confirmed that Childs Ercall PC has recently received CiL Local funding to replace equipment and to purchase adult gym equipment. A representative from the Hall had attended a previous meeting and had informed the Councils that a number of projects are in the pipeline but the Hall had decided to proceed with an application for the play equipment first as a priority. Only one quote has been received so far.  Councillors agreed that the NF money must be allocated for the Parish’s best advantage.  Cllr Butler proposed therefore that the Council applies for CiL Local Funding for new equipment as a first step, seconded by Cllr Blyth.  If an application is unsuccessful then a grant application can be reviewed. All agreed.  Resolved. If it is successful then funds can be allocated to the Hall’s other projects.  Clerk to liaise with the Hall Committee. 
A second application was received from Tilstock and Bradbury Village Hall Committee for £3,500 to improve disabled access and to replace a patio which is now unfit for purpose.  Cllr A Allen proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed.  Resolved. 

Councillor Power Chaired this section of the Meeting due to Cllr A Allen’s declaration of interest in the Pub.  Cllrs Dodd, Hunter, Taylor and Thornhill withdrew from the discussion. 

Councillors considered the information, some financial details of which had been received late on Friday.  Councillors agreed, that due to the large amount of detail included in the application (for c£36k) that they would need more time to consider it.  Cllr Power proposed, seconded by Cllr W Allen, to take this discussion forward to January’s meeting when it is hoped that some additional guidance which has been sought regarding power of expenditure to support this application from NALC and Shropshire Council has been received.  Councillors discussed the detail of the application agreeing that, as the application to convert the stable building was not solely for the purpose of a community shop, it may be difficult to support it as the overall purpose of the conversion appears to be to extend the current business premises by providing extra capacity for a café and meeting space.  All agreed. Resolved. 
f)
Internal Audit tender
Cllr A Allen proposed accepting the tender received for the 2020-21 internal audit for c£175 (same as for the previous year’s audit), seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resovled. 
92/20
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting)
a
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways 
concerns
It was reported that an illuminated sign by the Old School House is not working. Clerk to report. 
Ash Road (Waymills to Ash) pavement is overgrown and requires attention. Cllr Dodd and Cllr Dakin to inspect. To be attended to after Christmas. 

The surface of the road at the Waymills roundabout was reported as rutted and needing resurfacing. Cllr Dakin to ask Highways to inspect. 
b
30mph and VAS for Ash Parva – update

A proposed scheme has been received for consideration which erroneously included a farm track. No mention was made of the VAS. Clerk to respond and query. The proposed works to the A525 have been delayed due to supply issues. To commence on 8th February. 

c
Road Closure: From A525 Junc to Church Lane, Ash Magna Start Date: 28th January 2021 End Date: 30th January 2021

Purpose: Road Closure - Micro Trenching Required for Fibre Installation.Works Promoter:   Airband Community Internet Ltd
Works Promoter Ref: A8001SH_SF002_11Enforcement pattern for From A525 Junc to Church Lane, Ash Magna: 8.30 - 16.30hrs
D
Proposal of a tree planting schemes for Ash 
A proposal was put forward to plant trees in Ash Parva in front of the new houses.  The PC does not own this land so permission would need to be sought from the management company. Councillors to provide the details to enable the Clerk to write, proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 
93/20
Agenda items for January’s Meeting 
Precept setting

Broadband for Ash Village Hall
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman wished everyone a very happy Christmas and declared the Meeting closed at  9:06pm.
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