
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Ash Village Hall on Monday 1st June 2015 at 7:15pm


Chair:


Cllr S Martinson
Councillors Present: 
Cllr W Allen, Cllr A Allen; Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Welcome & Public Session
Councillor Martinson welcomed everyone to the June Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  One member of the public was present and Unitary Cllr Dakin was also in attendance.  Mr Ellison reported that the shoe recycling bin has not been removed as yet.  Weed spraying has been done in the car park.  
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent

Councillors present as noted above.  Cllrs Chesters, Hunter and Butler sent apologies, which were duly accepted.  Cllr S Power was absent due to attending a ‘Fundamentals for Councillors’ training session.
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests - None


4 Dispensations of DPIs - None


5 Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2015.  Councillors confirmed that they have received and read the Minutes from both Meetings.  Cllr Dodd proposed the Annual Parish Meeting to be a true and accurate account, seconded by Cllr  Thompson, all agreed, duly signed by the Chair.  Annual meeting of the Parish Council (Charity representatives incorrectly listed: amended by hand and initialled to reflect Cllr R Butler for Elizabeth Langford Almhouses, Cllr Martinson for WR in Need and Ash School House), prop by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Thompson, with amendments, as a true and accurate copy.  All agreed.  
6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Dakin reported that he has complained about the growing of crops on the Common Land in Prees Heath amounting to an abuse of the commoners’ rights amounting to the loss of about 30 acres.  Cllr Dakin to follow up.  Councillors had a discussion about common land, right to roam, rights of way and commoner’s rights such as grazing.  No update on the public conveniences.

Cllr Martinson brought forward the motion that the annual grant donations were not given out at the last meeting following agreement to take forward to this meeting.  The Chair proposed dealing with them at this meeting: all agreed.


7 Unitary Councillor’s Report

Cllr Dakin reported that there is now no affordable contribution requirement when building less than 10 new homes.  SC protested against this change but the government is going ahead.  Cllr Dakin expressed concern that this will result in a major loss of affordable homes for the local area.  
8
Community Policing Update  - Nothing to report.   
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9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground: Cllr Martinson has been carrying out inspections on a monthly basis.  
Inspection due to take place in June.  Overhanging tree larger problem than initially expected.  
ii)
Street lights: The Clerk has contacted Eon for written maintenance contract details.  Will forward once received.  Councillors had previously agreed to consider a three year contract.  Four free LED lights offered and accepted.  Light out in Linden Avenue – believed to fall under WTC. Clerk to investigate.

10
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: Ash Road (Camp road/hospital lane: flooding and sign still requires attention.  Cllr Thompson proposed, seconded by Cllr Dodd signage for Ash Road and Ash Lane.  Clerk to request a signs for this road top and bottom.  Road sweeper still required to go through Brown Moss.  All agreed.
Concealed entrance sign requested for the Vicarage in Church Lane, Ash.  Cllr Martinson proposed requesting the signage, seconded by Cllr A Allen.   All agreed.
ii)
Naming of road through Brown Moss: Cllr Thompson, seconded by Cllr A Allen proposed stapling original signatures to form and return rather than revisit residents.
iii)
Registration of various parcels of land – Cllr Martinson to progress this. 
iv)
Car parking in Tilstock – Cllr Martinson reported that Cllr Chesters has queried parking opposite the bus stop in Tilstock.  Councillors would like to see parking in the car park rather than on road.  Against the Highway Code but no restrictions legally.  Cllr Chesters has prepared a letter to send to the residents of the six houses.  Wrekin Housing Trust.  To take forward to July.  
v)
Road safety submission: 
Cllr Martinson updated members of items on the previous submission which have now been dealt with and discussed which items to keep/remove or make new additions.  Clerk to submit updated list.  
Cllr Martinson reported to Council Members that RAF Shawbury will provide hi vis horse and rider equipment free upon request for riders within the flight path.  Proposed by Cllr Martinson, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  

11
Housekeeping

a) 
Reports from representatives on external bodies:
i) LJC: Next meeting 17th June Fauls Green.  Youth commissioning survey circulated by the LJC: Cllr W Allen to complete.
ii)
 NSAC: meeting scheduled 8th June: Cllr Martinson to attend.
iii)  
Village Hall Committees: No reports.
iv) 
Charities: No meetings.
v) 
Emergency planning: Seminar scheduled for 3rd June. Cllr Martinson will attend with Cllr Thompson.
vi) 
SALC: Cllr Martinson to attend the Chairmanship skills session.
12 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information : The Clerk distributed copies for information.  Bank statements were made available for inspection
ii) 
Invoices for payment – as below.  Proposed for payment by Cllr, Martinson seconded by Cllr Thompson.  All agreed.  Clerk’s salary proposed by Cllr Thompson , seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 
iii) Internal Auditor’s report – circulated by email





.../3
Minutes of the Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council 1st June 2015 pg 3
12 
Finance
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/05/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£
	SO

	11/05/15
	S Martinson
	Re-imbursement for dog waste spray
	38.80
	100221

	12/05/15
	Eon
	Repair – Ash Magna
	100.84
	100221

	12/05/15
	Eon
	Repair – Hollins Lane
	33.32
	100222

	05/05/15
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£160.00
	100223

	26/04/15
	K&S Plantscapes
	Grounds Maintenance
	£170.00
	100224

	26/04/15
	L McCormack
	Locum Clerk Fee
	£50.00
	100225

	01/06/15
	Christ Church Ash
	Grant
	£500
	100226

	01/06/15
	Christ Church Tilstock
	Grant
	£500
	100227

	01/06/15
	Ash Parish Room
	Grant
	£500
	100228

	01/06/15
	Tilstock and Bradbury Village Hall
	Grant
	£500
	100229


Cllr Martinson proposed £500 to churches, £500 to village halls, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Cllr Martinson commented that the Eon charges were very reasonable for the work undertaken. 

iv) 2015/16 spend forecast:  Cllr Martinson brought forward areas of potential spend from the Place Plan for discussion: defibrillators, VAS for Tilstock, development of the village halls into emergency centres and upgrading of leisure facilities.  Councillors discussed the effectiveness of the VAS currently near the school in Tilstock.  Clerk to ask if Tisltock sign can be relocated to Brook Farm and new sign outside school.  A discussion followed about obtaining defibrillators.  Cllr Dodd proposed investigating obtaining a defibrillator for each village, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  Clerk to take forward.
Internal Auditor’s report outsource HMRC PAYE function to Mrs D Malley, proposed by Cllr Martinson, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed.  £60 fee per annum.  

13
 Planning

i)
Applications: No applications received.
ii)
 Decisions: 14/05017/OUT Development Land South Of Magna Dene, Ash Magna,
 Proposal: Outline application (access for approval) for the erection of one dwelling
 Decision: Refuse
 SAMDev: new 6 week consultation period following confirmation of main modifications from the Inspector.  Cllr Dodd to look into it on behalf of the Council and report back in July.                      




14
Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc: distributed by email

ii) Other information received by email/hard copy: Road closure: 
Cllr Power sent communication of the landowner’s intention to plant/plough over the area of common land in Prees Heath where the motorcycling nuisance currently exists.  

Report of possible badger diggers in Brown Moss.

Road closure: Maltkiln Lane, Tilstock 8th June for 5 days. 

15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda
As listed above.
There being no other business the Chair thanked Councillors for attending and closed the Meeting at 8:44 pm.
Date of next meeting in Tilstock: Monday 6th July 
Whitchurch Rural Parish Council
Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st June 2015 were accepted and approved by 

Whitchurch Rural Parish Council at a Meeting held on:  
6th July 2015
Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...


