WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 5th March 2018


Chair:


Cllr T Hunter
Councillors Present: 
Cllr W Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr A Allen; Cllr J Dodd; 


Cllr S Taylor
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



27/18
Chair’s welcome & announcements 
The Chair opened the Meeting at 7:30pm welcoming everyone to the March Meeting.

28/18
Co-option of Councillor -  to enable Councillors to consider any applications and co-opt
Application received from Mrs S Taylor.  Cllr Thonhill proposed the co-option, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed.  Forms duly given for completion.  Mrs Taylor was welcomed to the Parish Council.

29/18
Community Enablement Officer & Public participation – to receive an update on CiL and to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest: 

Sian Thomas Jones, manager of the care home in Brown Moss, introduced herself.  Mr Parker expressed concerns over the anaerobic digester application which had been submitted in the Whitchurch Town area. He reported that he had attended the Whitchurch Town Council planning meeting.  His concerns centred around the open nature of the lagoons being a safety hazard.  He suggested passing places should be conditioned.  He expressed further concerns over other planning applications and possible resultant traffic.
Nicola Fisher (Snr Community Enablement Officer) attended the meeting to give an overview of CiL monies.  CiL is a charge placed on all new development.  Charges for urban are £40pm2 and £80pm2 in  rural areas.  This is index linked.  From any development CiL is collected. Out of 100%, 5% goes to CiL  adminsration, the Neighbourhood Fund portion is 15% which is paid direct to parishes to be spent on projects identified in the place plans to facilitate or ameliorate new development.  Remaining 80% - 90% goes into the CiL Local fund and the remaining 10 % to the strategic fund.  Place plans to identify local needs projects and to support infrastructure.  There is no more flexibility in spending of neighbourhood fund money.  £13.5m collected so far.  Query over where monies are spent locally.  No mechanism in place for reporting back as to where monies are spent out of CiL Local.  Applications for funding from the CiL Local pot can be made for ‘robust’ projects.  Questions came from the public arena.  28.5 k houses to be built by 2036 – this will take a lot of infrastructure to support the development. Schools, drainage, sewerage, roads etc.  new develop may provide new connections to drains hoever this will put existing systems under pressure.    There is currently 40k potentially sitting in nominal pot for cil local spend in the WR parish.  This is ‘Shropshire Council’ local money.  It is ring-fenced for the Whitchurch Place Plan area and will not necessarily be spent in the particular parish from which it was generated.  This money could be diverted to support such projects as extra classrooms in the town on the basis that children from the parishes will benefit by attending those schools.  Priorities will go to the market towns.  CiL is paid in stages to assist developers’ cash flow, rather than in one lump sum.   CiL Local projects must support development, and must have been included in the place plan -  funds from this can be match funded.  Ms Fisher stated that she would like place plans to be updated more often that once a year – should be more flexible to respond to need.  Can include higways priorites as seen locally but those may not match Shropshire Council’s priorities.  If there are any requirements arising from development  a dialogue should be opened with the developers and these could then be incorporated into a S106 agreement.    Ms Fisher was thanked for attending the Meeting.
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30/18
To receive apologies/note absences

No apologies received.

31/18
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Cllr Dodd declared interest  in planning matters – the anaerobic digester and Lea Hall applications.  Cllr S Taylor declared an interest in the Lea Hall application. Cllr A Allen also declared an interest in the Digester application.  

32/18
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 05/02/18 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes as circulated by the Clerk. Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr A Allen, proposed them to be an accurate record.  All agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

33/18
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters brought forward.

34/18
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports

Cllr Butler reported her meeting with the Elizabeth Langford Almhouse charity is tomorrow.  Cllr W Allen was unable to attend the LJC meeting. 

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin attended a cabinet meeting at which the Prees Heath toilets were proposed for closure as a cost cutting exercise.  He has received assurances that they will not be closed.  Ringway currently service the toilets and immediate area.  The charge may be increased. Overnight charges are to be looked into.  He has proposed an overnight charge of £8 ph. Police and VOSA carry out checks on the car park – suggested that this should also be charged for.  SC budget has been passed. £5m has been taken from the Highways budget.  Social and child services are costing more than anticipated.  
VAS speed signs for Ash Parva and speed limit to be consulted upon shortly.  
Cllr Dakin confirmed that he has lodged an objection to the anaerobic digester application.  

35/18
Housekeeping

a)
GDPR –to establish working group to progress compliance

Councillors discussed contracting out the Processor function, at least for the first year.  The anticipated cost is c£280pa if 4+ Councils sign via a shared Clerk – Councillors agreed to outsource as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Butler. Clerk to research alternative companies and to advise what course the other Parishes she works for are taking.


b) 
Website – To consider items for inclusion: Shropshire moth group programme.  
c) 
Training – Upated SALC sessions available for Councillors circulated via email.
d)
Business resilience policy –  to enable Councillors to review and agree
e)
Health and Safety Policy – to enable Councillors to review and agree 
f)
Risk assessment Policy – to enable Councillors to review and agree

g)
Standing orders, policies and regulations – to confirm review of updates and to agree formal adoption 

at the  May Meeting
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35/18
Housekeeping
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the proposed policies and agreed to deal with all policies together.  Cllr Thornill  requested that the data protection should include a section on email. Councillors agreed that the Clerk should make this inclusion.  Cllr Thornhill proposed the policies be adopted, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved.  All policies to be formally reviewed at the May meeting.  
Pre Internal Audit questionnaire: The Clerk informed Councillors that a questionnaire had been received which required completion. Councillors confirmed responses to questions asked. The Clerk confirmed that alternative insurance quotes would be sourced for this year’s renewal if the 3 year term has concluded – Clerk to check policy.  Internal controls as outlined in the risk assessment schedule were deemed to be sufficient and fit for purpose.

36/18
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports
Cllr Dodd reported that the playground is in good order, no items to report
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
Cllr Thornhill reported that the illuminated signage in Ash Magna is still out. The Clerk has previously reported this for attention. The Clerk and Cllr Dakin will chase via the street lighting dept.
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report for attention/ update of works previously requested
No update.  Ash Lane sign repair is still outstanding. 
-
Road Closures: To receive notifications Ash Road: 19TH MARCH  CLOSURE FOR 5 DAYS 9-5

37/18
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email to include: Letter received from Dr R Thompson (Tilstock Village Hall) in which it was requested that the set of keys currently held by a Councillor be returned as only Committee members may hold keys to the Hall.  Councillors discussed access to the Hall for Meetings and the logistics of collecting and returning keys.  Cllr Hunter proposed all meetings to be held in Ash going forward – seconded by Cllr A Allen – all agreed.  Clerk to organized.
Pre Internal Audit Form for completion – covered.
Cancellation notification of NSAC Meeting: noted.
Notification of Whitchurch Town Council’s Armistice Day Celebration planning meeting; Cllr A Allen to attend; 
Silent Soldier campaign by the RBL: noted.
Town and Parish Council Forum Meeting: Clerk to attend. 
SC Cabinet papers proposing closure of Prees Heath Toilets: receipt noted. 
Cllr W Allen commented upon an email received from a resident regarding co-option.  He stated that he felt all residents should be equally encouraged to apply to join the Parish Council. 
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39/18
 Planning: 
Cllr Dodd raised that the Parish Council has not progressed taking ownership of the footpath at the Parker Allen Way. The developers wished to move the line of the path to the existing path.  New plan was submitted in March – only 1.2m wide. Highways objected to it and altered the specification to 2m.  New application submitted increasing the width to 2 metres.  Discharge of conditions approved. No progress has been made since. Developer says he has no knowledge of width adjustment.  Cllr Dodd clarified that a footway should be constructed. Planning permission conditional upon their being a footpath.  Condition needs to be enforceable prior to houses being occupied.  Planning enforcement issue.  Developer to liaise with his agent to finalise specifications.  Councillors confirmed that they would be content to adopt the footpath once it has been constructed to standard.

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

18/00451/COU  (validated: 21/02/2018)
Address:  Lea Hall, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NP
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for material change of use from agricultural to storage (use class B8)
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Peter Taylor
Cllrs Dodd and Taylor left the room
Councillors discussed the application, which it was noted was retrospective –  Councillors noted that traffic has increased on Ash Lane – any further increase would be of concern.  Residents of Ash Lane are not happy with the increase of vehicle movements.  Traffic not going through the village which is having a detrimental effect on residents of ash lane.  Councillors agreed that the lane is unsuitable for high volume of movements  when added cumulatively with other local business traffic.  
Councillors agreed that it is a rural business  seeking permission for the conversion of use of an existing building.  No issues with change of use but increase of traffic a problem.  Cllr Power asked if they could put signage either side of houses on ash lane – ‘slow’ and ‘keep off the verges’.  Support – Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. 
WHITCHURCH TOWN COUNCIL AREA APPLICATION: 18/00324/MAW | Installation of additional infrastructure at an operational Anaerobic Digester (AD) site, and the installation of two digestate lagoons | Broughall Fields Ash Road Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 4DE
Cllr A Allen left the room.  Cllr Taylor returned to the meeting.
Councillors have recvied representtaions from the public – not in WR patch – Cllr Butler cited size as an issue of concern. The site is outside the development boundary .  Lack of provision in the first place for a storage lagoon – Councillors noted that it wasn’t applied for initially.  Cllr W Allen stated he was not objecting. Cllr Power raised concerns that no provision was made in the first place.  If it is being pumped by pipeline –then there is a potential environmental risk for Brown Moss if there is a leak.  No security fencing so safety hazard. No leak detection provision.  
It was noted that the consultants plan states no extra traffic will be generated.  Concerns over road traffic  and industrialisation of agricultural land were raised by Cllr R Thornhill.

Log drying opertation coming onto site will inevitably increase traffic. 
Councillors agreed that the original traffic conditions have not been completed.  
Clerk to formulate a response citing environmental, industrialisation, visual impact, and traffic concerns.  Councillors agreed to object to the application as proposed by Cllr R Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. 
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18/00784/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Conversion of garage to residential annex LOCATION: Oatmeal Cottage, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NG. OS REFERENCE: 352839 - 338827 APPLICANT: Mr David Shardlow
No concerns were raised.  Annexed to original house not to be an open market dwelling.  

Support as proposed by Cllr T Hunter, seconded by Cllr R Butler, all agreed. 

ii)
Decisions:  None received

Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

The public were asked to leave the Meeting. 

40/18
Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – To note/approve

Copies of the payment and receipts summary and bank reconciliation were circulated for information. Bank statements were made available to view.  
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication) 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of expenditure

	28/02/18
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112


The Clerk’s salary was proposed for payment by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved.
c)
Finger post for Tilstock Village Hall – The Clerk confirmed that this had been ordered and now made, however, it had not been finished to the specification and would required painting white with black lettering.  Clerk to request. 
d)
Clerk’s annual salary review and appraisal update
Cllr Hunter reported that he had been unable to complete the paperwork from the appraisal in time for the Meeting. It was agreed to take this item forward to the April Meeting.
e) 
Payroll/GDPR quotation for outsourcing

Councillors discussed outsourcing the payroll function. The Clerk confirmed that the current software used is the HMRC Basic PAYE RTI tool online.  Councillors agreed that they were satisfied with the current system and were content that sufficient internal controls were in place to check payments.  It was agreed that this function would remain in house unless new information came forward to necessitate a review of the process. Resolved. 

41/18
To confirm the date and location of the next meeting and consideration of agenda items for the next Meeting of the Parish Council 
Wednesday 4th April – Cllr A Allen gave apologies for the next meeting.

There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 9:08pm.
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