



Chairman:		Cllr W Kay	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr A Martin;
		Cllr A Allen; Cllr K Howell
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Ebbs							

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th May 2025 at
Ash Village Hall 
The Meeting was opened at 7:24pm.

565 Election of the Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Thompson proposed Cllr Kay to be Chairman, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr   Kay completed the acceptance of office form as required. 

566	Election of the Vice Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office	 
Cllr Kettle proposed Cllr Howell to be Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Howell completed the acceptance of office form as required. 

566 Election of other Officers & Representatives:
All Councillors completed their acceptance of office forms as required. 

a)  NSAC/SALC Representative 
Cllrs Kay and Howell to be the Parish Council’s representatives. 
b) Representative(s) for Charities: Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity; Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity; Elizabeth Langford Almhouses; 
Cllr Kay to be the Council’s representative
Whitchurch Relief in Need
Mrs Martinson to be the Council’s representative
c) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee
Cllr Kettle to be the Parish Council’s representative
d) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall
Cllr Thompson to be the Parish Council’s representative
All appointments were proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

567	Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a	Delegated authority to the Clerk for telephone banking/internet banking, 
	to make online payments and to transfer monies between accounts
Cllr Kay proposed, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 
b	To issue dispensations in relation to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Cllr Kay proposed, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 
c	To respond to planning applications in consultation with Councillors as necessary
Cllr Kay proposed, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

568	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Thornhill and Richardson. Four members of the public attended the Meeting. A member of the public raised the recent speed checks undertaken by the Police in Ash.  They requested the repainting of the 30mph road markings and speed data strips. Cllr Ebbs offered to look into the latter.  A second resident raised the planning application due for consideration at this meeting. He confirmed that the original use of the barn was agricultural.  He requested support for the application on the basis that a house would improve the area visually and that the dwelling would occupy the same footprint as the barn. 

569	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received.  The Councillors were reminded to complete the online Register of Member’s Interests forms. 

570	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 7th April 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Haynes proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

571 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.

572 	Unitary Councillor’s report – To welcome the new Member 
Cllr Ebbs introduced himself to the Council.  He will be representing Whitchurch Town and also Ightfield Parish Council.  He has noted some local concerns to raise at Shropshire Council. He further confirmed that he is working to ensure that there is free parking at Tesco’s car park under the original terms and that no complaints have been received at the Town Council regarding the new swimming pool’s unisex changing facilities. 

573 	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc:
Update from the White Lion; Project Gigabit; Election notices – all noted. 
Email acknowledged from a resident outlining the maintenance work undertaken on the pond.

574	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/01217/FUL  (validated: 08/04/2025)
Address:  Proposed Dwelling South East Of Ash Corner, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Construction of detached dwelling
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSTQVZ1TDGVH00&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc9888e383e8b4d52156308dd76cb6b24%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638797338219963586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BQ3NaPYhc%2FkEfhRCrNbwIIC%2Bjh5h5r0tYeniJOeR4EQ%3D&reserved=0
The Councillors discussed the application.  No online objections from neighbours had been posted on the planning portal.  On the basis that the dwelling would occupy the footprint of the existing barn and that development boundaries seem not to carry the same weight as under previous planning regulations, Cllr Haynes proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. The Councillors agreed that visually a dwelling would be better than the current barn. 





Decisions:
24/04440/FUL  (validated: 21/11/2024)
Address:  The Beeches, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NG
Proposal:  Proposed solar farm, battery energy storage facility and associated infrastructure
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted. 
Two members of the public left the meeting. 

575	Housekeeping 
a) 	Confirmation of meeting dates for 2025-26
The Meeting dates were confirmed as 2nd June, 7th July, 1st September, 6th October, 3rd November, 1st December, 5th January, 2nd February, 2nd March.  The meetings will alternate between Ash and Tilstock Village Halls. 

b)	To enable Councillors to review/confirm annual memberships/affiliations: WRPC’s affiliation with SALC and the Clerk’s membership with the SLCC
SALC prop by Cllr Howell, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 
SLCC prop by Cllr  Howell, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved.

c)	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss
It was agreed to move this item forward to July’s meeting. 

d)	Annual review of assets – to enable Cllrs to undertake a review  
The Councillors agreed to set a date to inspect the assets.  Clerk to resend a copy of the asset register for this purpose. 

576	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
It was reported that the footway in Ash Parva has been swept.  The hedge needs cutting back which is the landowner’s responsibility. It was noted that a sign cleaning team has been going a very good job clearing and cleaning local signs. 
The ‘no entry’ sign for the pub on the one way system is still considered to be too high.  The speed VAS in Tilstock is still not working.   Action: Clerk to report.
The Tilstock location name sign is down by Dearnford Lake. Cllr Thompson to report via FixMyStreet. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The Clerk reported that the car parking spaces have been sprayed for weeds twice this year so far. She had raised the matter of spraying behind the pond however the contractor is concerned that the pond/fish may be affected and as such is unwilling to do this. 

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports; to confirm annual inspection 
The Clerk confirmed that the annual inspection has been booked. 
The monthly report has been received. All matters raised as expected and in line with planned asset maintenance works. 
iv) Play area remedial works – update
The equipment is on order. No delivery date has been given as yet.  The groundworks will be undertaken at the same time in order to keep the playground closures to a minimum. The zip wire in Tilstock will be repainted as requested.  It was noted that the hedges and fences in both playgrounds require attention. The Village Halls are responsible for this maintenance. 
v) Installation of replacement playground equipment – update - As above
vi) To acknowledge receipt of pond maintenance information – noted. 

577 	Finance:
a)	Year End bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
All figures have been circulated for year end and submitted to the Internal Auditor for inspection. The final signing off will be taken forward to June’s meeting with the submission of the Annual Return.  
b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kay proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)	To approve salary adjustment payment	
To be taken forward to June’s meeting. 
d) 	To consider the purchase of an additional defibrillator 
The Councillors considered a request for the purchase of another defibrillator for Brown Moss however agreed that the proposer could purchase a defibrillator for on site use at the business or provide signage to indicate the location of the Parish Council defibrillator at the main car park giving the What3Words reference.  The Parish Council currently owns and maintains 7 units around the parish. 
e)	To consider purchase of replacement street light lantern for £617.98 inc VAT (Col 9 Ash Magna)
Cllr Kettle proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 
f)	To consider a Penguin book stop for Tilstock 
Cllr Kay confirmed that an application for a free book stop has been submitted. The book stops are being offered to celebrate Penguin’s 90th anniversary. Books will initially be provided but will need to be topped up locally over time as a book exchange. Councillors expressed support for the application. 
g)	To confirm annual street lighting energy costs at £1279.26 plus VAT annual charge
Cllr Howell proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	25/04/25
	SALC
	Affiliation fee
	£898.51
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/04/24
	K Beford
	Clerk’s training
	£20
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/04/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/04/25
	Playdale
	Parts
	£13.68
	Paid
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/04/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/04/25
	Ray Parry Playgrounds
	Inspection inv2758-25
	£42.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	08/04/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection inv 2759-25
	£42.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	08/04/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	15/04/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection inv 2773-25
	£42.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	15/04/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection inv 2774-25
	£42.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/04/25
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£172.45
	
	



h)	Internal Audit – to accept report and findings 
The Councillors noted the Internal Auditors reports and findings. Cllr Haynes proposed accepting the report and recommendations, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 
f)	Insurance renewal – to review 
The Clerk reported that the policy is about to enter the final year of a 3 year long term agreement. The company has not yet sent out payment details. The Councillors approved an online payment as the policy needs to be renewed prior to 1st June 2025, proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	Annual grant payments – to approve
Annual grant payments to the Village Halls and Churches for £750 each were proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. The Clerk was asked to make payments online. 

578 	Agenda items for the June Meeting of the Parish Council 
No matters were raised. 

The remaining members of the public left the meeting. 

579	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches

There being no further matters raised for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:27pm. 
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