
Chairman:	Cllr A AllenWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr A Martin; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr M Haynes; 
 		Cllr K Howell 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Ebbs

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th July 2026 
at Tilstock Village Hall
1	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:15pm welcoming everyone present.  Apologies were received from Cllr W Allen.  
One member of the public attended the meeting and made a representation regarding a planning application, voicing concerns over the suitability of the proposed development site’s location. 
The Councillors were made aware that a funding request will be forthcoming from the Ash Village Hall Committee for financial assistance towards replacement fencing by the bowling green and playground.  Work is planned for October.  
Cllr Ebbs joined the Meeting at 7:24pm. 

2	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st June 2026 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Thornhill proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Howell raised the distribution of the newsletters which had been displayed on the website. These will be posted on the Facebook page. 
Community Pay Back Team: As discussed at the previous meeting a request has been submitted for assistance in the parish.  A programme of works will need to be drawn up and welfare arrangements confirmed. 

5	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins inc Shropshire; Local plan consultation ; By Way legal order; 
The Councillors considered a letter proposed by a resident in relation to a speed limit reduction scheme proposed for the B5476 Whitchurch to Tilstock road.  The resident has requested that the Parish Council sends the letter. It was agreed that the resident should send the letter himself. The Clerk will take the matter up with the Highways Officers directly as proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. 

6	Housekeeping 
a) 	Tilstock School 
It was reported that there is a new Chairman of Governors in place. No response has been received to date from the letters sent to the School.  Cllr Thompson raised concerns about a recent School event held in the Hall to which nearly 200 attended – the Hirer’s agreement states a maximum attendee number of 120.  Cllr Thompson will be taking this forward with the Local Authority and the School on behalf of the Hall and proposed raising the Parish Council’s attempts to engage with the School to offer support and to forge greater ties for the benefit of the local community.  Cllr Thompson will raise the possibility of the use of the School field for local children, particularly in the holidays. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Defibrillators – Bleed kit cabinet request
The Councillors discussed a recent request received to install separate bleed kit cabinets due to cramped conditions in the defibrillator cabinets. The Parish Council previously considered this as an option, noting the cost would be c£300 per cabinet. There are seven defibrillators across the parish.  It was agreed to continue with the current arrangement for practicality reasons (the cabinets display stickers to advertise the kits are inside, the emergency services can provide the code, there is no mechanism to register bleed kits on a national database and would need to be kept in locked cabinets to prevent theft which would present access issues) and monitor use going forward. 

c)	Strategic Objectives Plan 
The Councillors agreed to set a date for another meeting to review the objectives.  
Cllr Howell reported that she and the Clerk had attended a course on Communicating with your Community, part two to follow.  New (additional) playground equipment had been put forward for consideration.  Cllr Thompson to contact the Ground Works Contractor to discuss some remedial work needed in Tilstock. 

d)	Website – to enable Cllr to review the site for content	
To be reviewed at a later date. 

e)	Feedback from external meetings attended by Councillors
No meetings have been attended. 

f)	Unitary Cllr’s report
Cllr Ebbs provided feedback on the proposed project to have a disabled access installed at Whitchurch station.  Due to financial restraints it is unlikely that the project will be pursued.
Cllr Ebbs reported on his endeavours to reduce littering.  He confirmed that he had objected to plans to develop the Raven Café site for more fast food outlets.  An empty home causing concerns will be reported for investigation.  Cllr Ebbs reported about services devolved to Whitchurch Town Council and initiatives to keep shop/business fronts tidy in the Town.  

g)	Vacancies
No applications have been received. To re-advertise the vacancies. 

7 Ward Matters – matters to report
a) Street lighting – Clerk’s feedback
The Clerk is awaiting for a date for the reconnection from Scottish Power.  To chase this up.
Cllr Haynes provide the pole measurements for the replacement VAS unit. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised for discussion. 

c) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports/action any maintenance raised; 
The annual playground and pond inspections were reviewed by the Councillors. The pond is in very good order.  Thanks are to be conveyed to the volunteers and ask if they would like to have an annual catchup meeting.  The playgrounds are also in good order.  Some soil needs replacing in Tilstock in a couple of areas, to be actioned by Cllr Thompson. 

d) Highways – to report concerns inc report about damage caused by farm traffic in Ash
Farm traffic is continuing to be an issue in Ash Parva. Cllr Kay to draft a letter to be send by the Clerk, as proposed by Cllr Martin, seconded by Cllr Hayes, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk requested confirmation of the required size for the new signs ordered. It was agreed to order signs 310x210 at a cost of £45 + VAT, proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. 
 
e) Road closures: 
Noted. 


f) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
Covered under previous item. 

g) Motorcross
No update. 

h) Parker Allen Way 
Clerk to set up a meeting with the landowner. 

i) Ash Parva Pond – Update on works undertaken; 
Notices of recent works have been provided by the volunteers and noted with thanks. 

j) Empty housing
Covered. 
 
k) Farm traffic
Covered. 

8	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
26/01571/ADV  (validated: 02/06/2026)
Address:  Raven Cafe, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JT
Proposal:  Signage associated with erection of 3No. units for drive-through cafe and hot food takeaways (Use Class E(b)/ Sui Generis), 8No. electric vehicle charging spaces and other associated car parking and landscaping.
Applicant: McGowan Grocott (Brookdale, Station Road, Prees, Whitchurch, SY13 2DW)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TE5ZTWTDI1C00
The Councillors noted an hours of operation discrepancy in the application which was different to those given at the Meeting attended by Grocott representatives. Power capacity was queried for the electrical infrastructure.  Light pollution was raised as a concern.  Cllr Thornhill proposed objecting to the proposals, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 


26/01051/FUL  (validated: 29/05/2026)
Address:  McFour Ltd, The Yard, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JX
Proposal:  Change of Use of agricultural land to Builders Yard (Sui Generis) to allow an established business to expand on its current site, new MOT Workshop on existing yard, new Services Building, Training Building, internal road, car parking, and hard standing, with outdoor training and working areas, using existing access from the highway.
Applicant: Mr M McDermott (The Yard, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JX)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TC3ZJMTDH5J00
The Councillors agreed that steps should be taken to reduce any light pollution, otherwise the Councillors were content to support the application, proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 


Reference:  26/01737/FUL  (validated: 29/05/2026)
Address:  Proposed Stables And Premises To The East Of, Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Change of use of land agricultural to horse grazing to incorporate a horse breeding facility comprising of 4No. stables, lean to hay store, covered storage, altered driveway and hardstanding together with temporary retention (3 years) of mobile home (retrospective).
Applicant: Ms Micayla Brereton (The Annexe, Brooklawn, Wrexham, LL13 9SY)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TEQCUYTDIBN00
The Councillors agreed to object to this application on the basis of highways concerns, development in open countryside. Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) Decisions
Hillcrest, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DJ
Proposal:  Construction of replacement single storey extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

c)	Planning Appeals: none at the time of agenda publication

9	Finance:

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/06/26
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£94.67
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/05/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	29/06/26
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground 
	£51.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	29/06/26
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground 
	£51.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	10/06/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/05/26
	Pond volunteer
	Grit bags
	£155.98
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	16/06/26
	Playsafety Ltd
	Annual inspections
	£63.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	06/07/26
	Employee
	Car park sign
	£51.41
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/06/26
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£397.42
	DD
	PCa 1957 S3; HA 1980 s301

	13/06/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/06/26
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£42.93
	
	

	30/06/26
	Reserve Account
	Bank interest
	£265.99
	
	


a)	Bank reconciliation for approval
Cllr Kay proposed accepting the bank reconciliation to 16th June 2026 as accurate and in line with the bank statements, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr A Allen proposed all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved.   

10	Agenda items for the September (7th) Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be held at Ash Village Hall

Cllr Ebbs left the Meeting.  

11	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:10pm.
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