Minutes of the Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 6th February 2017 

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 6th February 2017 



Acting Chair:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr S Power; Cllr L Chesters; Cllr R Butler; 
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce


1 Chair’s welcome & announcements 

Cllr A Allen took the Chair, apologies due to ill health having been offered by Cllr Martinson. Cllr Allen raised awareness that DEFRA has advised that all domestic birds (inc backyard chickens) should be housed away from wild birds due to avian flu. This order is valid until 28th February 2017. There is a £5k fine for non compliance.
2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest:
Mrs Ellison item 8(c) made a representation registering the school field as community asset.  Asked if the Parish Council knows who owns the land. Tilstock has a community news letter which features updates from the School.  Mrs Ellison requested that the PC supports keeping the school open.  Council to take forward and consider writing to SC Education Dept expressing support.  
Mr Parkes brought forward the future of the Parker Allen Way footpath on the Ash Parva development land – discussions have been held over route of the footpath in association with the other landowner – they have agreed that they would like to give the footpath to the Parish Council and to leave it where it is rather than move it to suggested new location.  This will be tidied up before handing it over. Recommended that it should be fenced off to safeguard it in perpetuity in the same place.  Cllr Thompson proposed it is included on the next agenda for discussion.  Cllr Allen seconded, all agreed.


3 Mr Parker expressed concerns over the possibility of the footpath being closed.  It is well used by the local residents.  Blocked chamber to report outside Greenfields Farm, Church Lane SY13 4EA. Clerk to report.  

4 To receive apologies/note absences: Apologies received from: Cllr Martinson, Cllr Chambers, Cllr Power
5 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct: Cllr Dodd expressed an interest in planning item 16/05728/FUL.
6 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th January 2017:
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes, and that they are a true and accurate copy proposed by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr L Chesters, all agreed. Duly signed. Resolved. 

7 Matters arising – no items brought forward.


8 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s: Cllr Dakin gave report on proposed review to the Local Plan to take it forward until 2036. NSAC meeting to be held on 20th February 2017 at Edinburgh House at which the review will be presented.  Following a site visit Highways Engineer, Dave Gradwell, has confirmed that the 30mph can be extended through Ash Parva.  The costs can be applied for through the CiL Local Fund.Need to complete an expression of interest form which has been forwarded to the Parish Clerk.  

8 
Reports from Meetings cont

b)
Parish Councillors’: Cllr Chambers absent so update on future fit application for allotments was not forthcoming.
c)
Parish Clerk’s update: no update 
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Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  

-
Playgrounds: To receive and consider playground inspection reports: 
Request received from Tilstock and Bradbury Village Hall for £2723 to refurbish the playground.  Cllr Chesters highlighted that nothing can be done until after new financial year. To put item on hold until after April proposed by Cllr Chesters seconded by Cllr Butler.  All agreed.  To consider alternative solutions.  Noted all items in report had been highlighted as low risk for which the recommendation is ‘monitor’. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention: no items brought foward.
-
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
To receive items to report for attention:
Flood across road covering worn edge to tarmac on Shenton Lane (lane before Dark Lane) big hole in the road, Old Woodhouses; Hospital lane, brown moss: fly tipping. To request road sweeper to go through brown moss in March/April.  Ash Lane in need of resurfacing and properly ditching to remove surface water problems out to A41/49.  Clerk to report.
-
To receive update of works previously requested: forwarded by email
-
Road Closures: To receive notifications: None 
c)
Community Assets: 

-
To consider registering Tilstock School field as a community asset: Cllr Thompson, seconding Cllr A Allen, Cllr Dakin to investigate if the land can be registered with or without consent of owner as community asset.


9
Housekeeping

a)
Police report (if available): property marking event was held at Tilstock Village Hall
b) 
Website – To consider items for inclusion : to include avian flu info on facebook page – it is on website – now £5000 fine for owners not complying.  Chickens to be kept in until 28th February.
c)
Road safety submission – 30mph limit through Ash Parva. Councillors recalled that a VAS for Ash Parva was originally agreed and that a developer would be required to install one near new development. To be investigated.
10
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email 

b)
Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute 11 November 2018 – to consider letter January 2017: clerk to resend email for consideration in march.
c)
Consultations: Shropshire Council Bus Strategy 2017-2021 – to nominate appropriate person to respond: cllr chesters to respond 
d)
Shropshire Wildlife Trust: Guiding appropriate development in your community’, on Tuesday the 21st March, 09.30am – 3pm – to nominate attendees : Cllrs A Allen and Dodd to attend
e)
To receive results of Shropshire Council’s review of TPO’s in the Parish: noted.
f)
Shropshire Outdoor Partnerships Annual Survey 2017: to nominate appropriate person to respond: Cllr Dodd to respond.


11 
Finance:

a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – Financial information circulated for information.
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
c)
To receive report from Cllr Martinson relating to contractual employment terms (Confidential): received by email. 
d) To consider Shropshire Council’s Highways & Environmental Maintenance Scheme: to put application on March agenda to include maintenance of the path from Ash to Whitchurch
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/01/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	05/07/16
	SALC
	Be a better Councillor Training
	£60.00
	100306

	01/02/16
	M Joyce
	Salary adjustment
	£127.44
	100307

	09/01/17
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£371.70
	100308

	26/01/17
	EON
	Annual maintenance contract
	£253.22
	100309



Clerk reported that she anticipates submitting a Vat reclaim for c£1150.78 this month. 
Annual maintenance contract received from Eon. Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Butler, proposed the Clerk’s salary for payment, including salary amendment payment. All other payments proposed for payment by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr W Allen. All agreed. Cheques duly signed.
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 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 

Applications: 

· 17/00034/VAR106  (validated: 04/01/2017)
Address:  Land Adjoining Oakleigh, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Variation of Section 106 for planning application number (14/02242/OUT) to reduce the level of affordable housing contribution Applicant: Mr & Mrs Scott And Jones (C/o Agent): Councillors discussed this application to reduce the affordable contribution in line with new legislation. Councillors agreed that the original terms should stand. Proposed by Cllr Thompson, seconded by Cllr Hunter all agreed.

· 16/05785/FUL  (validated: 10/01/2017)
Address:  Corner House, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Conversion of single dwelling into two 3-bedroom flats Applicant: Mr Tullis Matson 
cllrs discussed this application.  Internal changes only.  Affordable housing contribution required.  Councillors agreed to support this application.  Clerk to seek clarification as to why affordable housing contribution is due on this conversion.  

· 17/00177/FUL (validated 18th January 2017 
Address: meadows Bungalow, Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch SY13 4DX

Proposal: Erection of single storey side/rear extension Applicant: Mr P Hodgkinson
Councillors raised no objections to the scheme. Agreed to support.

· 17/00430/FUL  (validated: 30/01/2017)
Address:  Old Hall Farm, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AE
Proposal:  Manege suitable for all weather agility dog training
Applicant: Mr And Mrs M Cresswall.   Councillors agreed to support this application. 
Decisions: 
· 16/03870/OUT  (validated: 14/09/2016)
Address:  New Plant Yard Office And Workshop, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for farm supplies operation with new building and yard inside new perimeter fence accessed via estate road previously approved under planning permission 14/05732/FUL Decision:  Withdrawn
· 16/04918/OUT  (validated: 25/10/2016)
Address:  Land Adj Cherry Tree Hotel, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of 12 dwellings
Decision:  Refuse

· 16/05728/FUL  (validated: 20/12/2016)
Address:  Keepers Cottage, New Woodhouse, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AG
Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension together with external car port, porch and external works
Decision:  Refuse
Councillors noted that this had been determined without comment from the Parish Council. Case officer has been contacted to request that cases are not determined without checking if the PC has comment.  Determining applications without checking if PC has comment demonstrates the lack of weight the Parish Council’s comments play in the determining of the application.  Clerk to request that officers check with PC prior to decision being made. 

· Planning applications are to be extended from 21 days to 31 days and will be supplied electronically.

· Councillors noted a request from Shropshire Council to reconsultation on the Le Grand nursing home planning application – Councillors put forward the view that following years of alternations, both external and internal little historic interest remains in the building. This application is a reduced scheme for 5 dwellings. Driveway changes have been noted.  Councillors’ majority view was to accept amendment to scheme and demolish existing building and replace with new dwellings.  Clerk to respond.

b)
To consider Shropshire Council’s Local Plan Review (including attendance at the NSAC Meeting 20/02/17) 
Cllrs Dodd and A Allen to attend.
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Date of next meeting and consideration of agenda items:

The next Meeting will be on March 6th 2017 at Tilstock Village Hall
Parker Allen Way footpath: maintenance;
Land registration – areas to be registered 
Highways maintenance grant application
Allotments – Future Fit

There being no further business the Acting Chair declared the Meeting closed at 8:30pm.
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