WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 4th January 2021


Chairman:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler;  Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr W Allen
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr G Dakin

1/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting wishing all participants a happy New Year. One member of the public attended the Meeting.  No apologies or announcements were recorded. 


2/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Declarations were received from Cllrs Dodd, A Allen, Hunter, Thornhill and Taylor in relation to consideration of the Neighbourhood Fund grant application received from the White Lion Pub. Cllr Dodd declared an interest in relation to the Ash pond item listed under 9/21 h).  

3/21
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th December 2020. 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Thornhill requested that his declaration of an interest in Ash Parish Room be recorded.  Cllr Power proposed that the Minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record, with the addition requested by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

4/21
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Thornhill raised the tree planting scheme discussed at the previous meeting, proposed for the area in front of the new houses in Ash Parva.  Cllr Thornhill reported that he had discussed the idea with the residents who seemed to be in favour.  A Councillor queried whether the original planning consent and whether there were any unfulfilled landscaping conditions.  A management committee is now in place for the development, although the green space has not been handed over to it.  Cllr Thornhill suggested that a provision be included into the budget for tree planting.  Cllr A Allen reminded Councillors that the original discussion had arisen as a result of Shropshire Council’s tree scheme which offered free trees. This has now ended. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council has powers to plant trees along the highway (with Local Authority consent: Highways Act 1980 s96 (5)) and that some parishes participate in the national ‘In Bloom’ competitions on this basis. The land in question is in private ownership.  Cllr Thornhill queried whether the residents could apply for a grant from the Parish Council for funding for trees as and when the land is within their ‘ownership’.  Cllr Dakin to enquire if Shropshire Council’s tree scheme is being extended as a result of Shropshire Council’s commitment to plant additional trees; the residents could perhaps apply for trees via this scheme.

5/21
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ 


No meetings have been attended. 




b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council has not as yet set its budget but that Council Tax is likely to be raised by up to 5%, 3 for adult social care costs plus and additional 1-2%.  He further reported that he has lined up a site visit with Officers to check lorry parking in Prees Heath as it is believed that many are not paying.  The car park exit arrangements are also to be looked at. Concerns were raised over the A41 roundabout road surface at the top of the dual carriageway. This will be reported to Shropshire Council. Cllr Dakin commented that some of the hedges along the Ash Road from Waymills to Ash appear to have been cut back.  Cllr Dodd confirmed details. A verge clearance programme, as well as a large reduction in hedge width, will be undertaken. Cllr Dakin confirmed that no cars are currently parked on the grass at the auction site although this situation is being monitored. 

6/21
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports 
Cllr Dodd checked the playground today and reported all to be in good order. Cllr Butler reported Tilstock to be in the same condition as her previous report.  No further soil is available to complete remedial jobs at the moment. 


b)
Housing needs survey – update
The Clerk reported that the Team is due to hold a meeting tomorrow to review responses. Results are hoped for in time for the next Meeting. 


7/21
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins
No matters were raised from correspondence received. 


8/21
Planning

a)
Applications: 

20/05125/FUL  (validated: 08/12/2020)
Address:  Land At, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Mixed residential development of 43 dwellings to include affordable housing; formation of vehicular access; public open space and children's play area; landscaping scheme to include felling of trees; and all associated infrastructure
Applicant: Gleeson Homes

Councillors discussed the revised application, expressing concern that the previous application’s details appear to have been withdrawn from the portal.  After much discussion Cllr A Allen proposed responding with the same comments as for the previous application, objecting to the revised scheme, including maintenance and enforcement issues for the new amenity space area and health and safety concerns .  Surveys conducted previously were not conducted on days when the motorbikes converge in the area.  Proposal seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 

 20/03153/VRA106  (validated: 07/12/2020)
Address:  7 Properties At, Tilstock Lane, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Variation of Section 106 Legal Obligation pursuant to N/06/939/WL/656 (24.05.2007) to allow for an amendment to existing mortgagee exclusion clause on properties known as Ashbourne House, Beaumaris House, Chailey House, Denham House, Everleigh House, Feltham House and Grantham House at Tilstock Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire, SY13 3JH
Applicant: The Wrekin Housing Group Limited 
Councillors agreed to object to the proposal proposed by Cllr Allen, seconded by Cllr Blyth, on the grounds that S106 agreements are legally binding and should stay attached to permissions in perpetuity. Resolved.  



b)
Decisions: 
20/04462/FUL  (validated: 29/10/2020)
Address:  Fern Bank Farm , Alkington, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Erection of single storey side extension to dwelling, together with alterations to existing garage to provide home office
Decision:  Grant Permission

20/02640/REM  (validated: 08/07/2020)
Address:  Land To The Rear Of The Vicarage, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Approval of reserved matters (access, layout, scale, appearance and landscaping) for erection of 24 dwellings with associated works

Decision:  Grant Permission
Reference:  20/04375/FUL  (validated: 23/10/2020)
Address:  Land South Of The Vicarage, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Formation of attenuation basin in connection with residential development under planning application reference 20/02640/REM

Decision:  Grant Permission
Reference:  20/04142/FUL  (validated: 12/10/2020)
Address:  Twemlows Hall Stud Farm, Twemlows Hall, Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2EZ
Proposal:  Provision of a 75KW renewable heat pump into existing building (retrospective)
Decision:  Grant Permission
c)
Local Plan Review
No comments returned. 

9/21
Finance:
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors noted receipt of the updated financial spreadsheets circulated by the Clerk and shared online. No questions were raised. The Chairman confirmed that the reconciliation agrees with the bank statements. 

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 

Cllr A Allen proposed all payments be approved for payment, to include the salary, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. 

c)
Budget – to review and consider the budget for 2021-22

Councillors considered the budget as proposed by the Clerk. The Clerk recommended making a provision for potential legal costs relating to the adoption of the Parker Allen Way, car parking spaces adjacent to the pond and the pond itself.  Councillors agreed to include £1100 into the budget for this purpose. 

Cllr Thornhill confirmed that a quote of c£100 per tree for a recommended 20 trees for the green space area in Ash Parva had been suggested.  Councillors agreed not to make a provision for trees at this time. 

d)
Precept – to agree a precept request for 2021-22

Councillors considered the previous precept amount (£22,239) and agreed to raise this by 5% which would give an additional £1,161.95 to cover operational costs giving a precept of £23,400, as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed.  Resolved. 




e)
Neighbourhood Fund grants – Application received for consideration from The White Lion Pub

Cllr A Allen handed over to Cllr Power to Chair this section of the Meeting, having declared an interest. Cllrs Taylor, Dodd, Hunter and Thornhill also withdrew from the Meeting.  

Councillors considered the application received last month from the White Lion Pub for £36k, in light of advice received and guidelines for Neighbourhood Fund spend criteria (the request does not relate to new demands created by development nor for infrastructure as defined in section 216 of the Planning Act 2008; the scheme proposed would not be of benefit to the whole community, does not feature in Shropshire Council’s Place Plan and any money invested could not be recovered for the community in the event of the pub closing).  Cllr Butler reminded Councillors that the Parish Council had supported the Pub’s previous application for funding for the project to install sheds to enable social distancing through the provision of additional seating areas with a grant of £1250 out of Parish Council reserves in September 2020, as this project did not meet the Neighbourhood Fund spend criteria.  Councillors agreed that the current application did not meet criteria and as such could not be approved. Cllr Power proposed rejecting the application, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed.  Resolved. 

Councillors (except Cllr Dodd returned to the Meeting and Cllr A Allen resumed as Chairman.)

f)
Scottish Power – to advise of invoicing/payment issue for last invoice 

The Clerk reported that it had been necessary to re-issue a cheque paid in November to Scottish Power which appears to have been unreceived/uncashed. Upon investigation it appears that Scottish Power has relocated its payment processing centre from Glasgow to Worthing without informing customers or altering the postal address shown on its invoices.  The Clerk has received a number of payment/final demand notices hence the need to re-issue the cheque.  Councillors requested that the original cheque be cancelled, banking arrangements permitting during the lockdown.  

g)
Ash Village Hall – request for broadband provision

(Cllrs Hunter, Dodd and Thornhill did not participate in this discussion.)

Councillors discussed the request received from the Hall to provide broadband as previously agreed. The Clerk reminded the Meeting that she had previously organised for PlusNet to install broadband however a  supply line was needed via a new pole, the price for which had been quoted previously for £664.20.  This had been confirmed as appropriate for Neighbourhood Fund spend by Shropshire Council. The Hall had decided to investigate another supply avenue which had failed.  Cllr A Allen proposed that the Clerk re-open the order with PlusNet, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk advised that with the new national lockdown the order may be subject to delays. 

h)
Request from Cllr for re-imbursement for tree surgeon works at Ash Parva pond
Councillors noted that Cllr Dodd had paid for works to a willow tree at Ash Parva pond which the Parish Council had agreed not to support due to the work being considered not to be urgent (having consulted the Tree Dept at Shropshire Council).  Cllr Dodd had paid for the work in order to keep the pond free from leaf debris and to ease maintenance. The Clerk advised that the Parish Council should not make retrospective payments.  Cllr Thornhill proposed leaving this decision until such time as the Council ‘owns’ the area of land in question and having checked the legal position, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

(Cllr Dodd rejoined the Meeting)


i)
Grounds maintenance contract renewal

The Clerk presented a tender from the Grounds Maintenance Contractor to continue for the next season at the same cost as for this. Cllr A Allen proposed accepting the tender, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 
	Date

	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/10/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply – Re-issue of cheque 100443 if required
	£147.67 PAID
	100446
	Parish Councils Act 1657 s3, Health Act 1980 s301

	16/12/20
	KG Landscaping
	Ash parish grounds maintenance
	£2262.00
	100447
	Public Health Act 1875; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10

	16/12/20
	KG Landscaping
	Tilstock grounds maintenance
	£1518.00
	100448
	Public Health Act 1875; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10


10/21
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting)
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns :

A
Ash: Ash Lane flooding; 

Cllr Power reported continuous land drainage and surface water issues in Ash Lane near the stud farm.  This has been reported to Highways to have the silt removed and the land drainage issues investigated.  

Potholes reported on east side of Brown Moss. Cllr Dakin to inspect.  

Drainage issues reported near Greenfields Farm in Church Lane which is causing road safety issues. To be reported. 

B
Tilstock: Car park wall; Disabled space markings; 
Damage to the car park wall adjacent to No 44 reported. The owner has enquired about ownership of this boundary wall. The Clerk is investigating if the Parish Council has any responsibility.  

The Clerk has asked Shropshire Council if it can assist with the disable space line markings. To update in due course. 
Trip hazard on pavement near School has been reported – awaiting repair.


11/21
Agenda items for February’s Meeting  

Meeting date confirmed as 1st February.  

No items brought forward.

There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8:30pm thanking everyone for attending.
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