WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 7th October 2019


Chairman:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 

Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 


Cllr R Butler; Cllr P Blyth
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


99/19

Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:20pm welcoming everyone present to the October Meeting of the Parish Council.  There were no announcements, no absences to report. Three members of the public were present. One resident raised various local issues in connection to planning.  A resident queried when the site visit with the Highways Portfolio holder will take place and if he will visit Tilstock. The Clerk confirmed that he will be visiting Tilstock. He spoke about blocked drains throughout the village. The Clerk reported that she has recently received a response that no ad hoc jetting will take place, an order will only be raised if it is an issue caused by flooding to a property. 


100/19

To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
Cllr W Allen stated that he would not participate in discussion concerning the footpath. 

101/19

Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd September 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Butler proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

102/19

Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Co-option of Councillor brought forward from the previous Minutes.  An application has been received to apply for a seat representing the Tilstock Ward.  Cllr Allen asked for proposals to co-opt a Member for Tilstock.  Cllr A Allen proposed, Cllr Dodd seconded, all agreed.   Cllr P Blyth was duly co-opted to Whitchurch Rural Parish Council.  

103/19

Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports

Cllr Butler reported from an Almshouse meeting which covered routine matters, primarily maintenance. 

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin was not present.

104/19

Housekeeping
a)
Complaints procedure/Policy and code of practice for dealing with unreasonable and persistent complaints – to enable Councillors to adopt the new procedure and policy: Cllr Power proposed adopting the new procedure and policy, seconded by Cllr Thornill, all agreed. Resolved. 
b)
Communications policy – to enable Councillors to adopt the new policy – Cllr Power proposed adoption of the new policy, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved.
c)
Delegation of authority to the Clerk to handle complaints – Cllr A Allen proposed this motion, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved. 

105/19

Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider routine playground inspection reports: All reported to be in order. Tilstock playground has not been inspected. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention: None
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
Confirmation of site visit with Portfolio Holder for Highways: Site visit being arranged for 25th October.  Cllrs Power, Thornhill, Dodd and Allen to attend. Cllr Butler to confirm attendance.  
The junction of Church Lane and A525 Nantwich Road by Oak Cottage has persistent flooding – still has not be attended to.  This matter is considered to be highly dangerous and requires attention.
A41 Safety Campaign meeting – Cllr Power to attend the next meeting on 13th December 2019 with Owen Paterson, MP.  
Replacement Ash Parva name sign and Ashwood Lane sign requested by residents. The Clerk has requested information about replacing signs and for the provision of a new sign for Ash Parva. Awaiting costings and information regaring Shropshire Council’s current directive on sign replacement. 
-
Road closures: To receive any reports (For all closures and diversion routes: https://roadworks.org)

Road Closure:  Church Lane, Ash Magna Start Date: 28th November 2019 End Date: 29th November 2019
Purpose: Road Closure - Comm Pipe renew and boundary box installation Job in Carriageway (14mm StoneMastic Asphalt )
Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water Works Promoter Ref: LB9141201/000012237143
Enforcement pattern for Church Lane, Ash Magna: 24 hrs    https://one.network?tm=114999567
Should you have any queries regarding this closure, please call Customer Services on 0345 6789006, or contact the Street Works Team on streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk.


106/19

Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins.
Ash perennial wildflower planting scheme request for funding:  A request for funding has been received.  Cllr A Allen updated Councilors on the planned planting scheme.  The scheme is to be done with approval from Highways Dept.  Additional funding is required of £500 to secure the future of the perennials meadows project. Councillors discussed the project and agreed that it has been generally well received. The applicant was previously told that this was not included in this financial year’s budget for consideration and would have to be taken forward.  The budgets are being considered next month.  The Clerk is to request that a grant funding request form be completed.  To review budgets and this application in November, as proposed by Cllr A Allen and seconded by Cllr R Thornhill, all agreed.
Helicopter Liaison Group meeting: Cllr Power is to attend
A41 Safety Campaign – covered above
BT payphone removal consultation:  The Clerk was asked to check usage but no objections were raised in principle to the removal suggested. 
CiL Local expression of interest process: The Clerk informed the Council that the application process has been opened again.  Councillors agreed that extra lighting is required in Tilstock along with additional play equipment and a crossing for the School.  Councillors to look at the form and guidelines.   
Youth support consultation; No comments.
Request received requesting the Parish Council adopts areas of land/pond within Ash Parva: Councillors discussed the letter received.  The Clerk stressed that all planning conditions must be met and adhered to so that no liabilities will fall upon the Parish Council if the land is adopted.  Councillors discussed the content of the deeds. Councillors agreed that the Clerk should appoint a Solicitor with a view to investigating the adoption of the pond area (liabilities to be checked again), and to proposal to adopt the Parker Allen Way and parking spaces by the pond to which the Councillors agreed with in principle. Councillors were asked to inspect the pond.  Concerns were raised that the footpath does not comply with the planning permission which stated the path should be 2m wide.  The S106 agreement for the new properties is believed not to have been signed off as yet.  The Solicitor will be required to check this information and ownership of the land.  Cllr Dodd stated that he is content with the footpath in the condition that it is currently in. The surface is comprised of hard chippings.  Cllr Thornhill expressed concerns over taking over responsibility for the pond on the grounds previously raised ie possibility of contamination (the developer has confirmed that there is run off from plots 7 and 8 to give a water supply to the pond), flooding to the road and public liability.  To take forward to November.  
Oswestry Mile End roundabout improvements consultation.  
Confirmation from Tree Dept re any trimming work required to yew tree (TPO) in Ash Magna ref traffic mirror request: Trimming can be undertaken.  
Letter of thanks from Christchurch Tilstock for contribution to repair the clock. 

107/19

Planning: 
a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 
19/04128/FUL  (validated: 20/09/2019)
Address:  30 Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension and single storey rear extension
No objections were raised.
19/04077/CPE  (validated: 13/09/2019)
Address:  Land East Of Oak Hollow, Whixall, Shropshire, SY13 2NZ
Proposal:  Proof of commencement of works relating to planning ref 14/00937/FUL re new detached dwelling adjacent to Oak Hollow SY13 2NZ
Noted.
ii)
Decisions: 
 19/03281/FUL  (validated: 24/07/2019)
Address:  Lilyfield, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JW
Proposal:  Conversion of garage to self contained annex accommodation    Decision:  Grant Permission
19/03467/FUL  (validated: 13/08/2019)
Address:  Rose Villa , Nantwich Road, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4EE
Proposal:  Erection of single storey side/rear extension    

Decision:  Grant Permission
19/01650/FUL  (validated: 11/04/2019)
Address:  Land To The North Of Church Farm, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Change of use of land from agricultural use to equestrian use including the installation of gallops in connection with race horse training    




Decision:  Grant Permission
19/02309/FUL  (validated: 23/05/2019)
Address:  Parkside, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Erection of a replacement dwelling



Decision:  Grant Permission
iii) 
Reconsultation: 

Reconsultation due to Amendment on application 
18/05370/REM - Land Off
Proposal: Application for reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to outline permission 14/03013/OUT for residential development for the erection of 11No. dwellings
discussion over amenity space provision. Suggested parking provision is made rather than play equipment.  Cllr dodd suggested contribution made to existing playground and more parking space is made.  Concerns that the current car park is overtaken by residents in the new development.  Seconded by cllr power, all agreed.
18/02617/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Change of use of agricultural land to allow extension to existing green burial site; formation of parking area(s), planting scheme and landscaping LOCATION: Fenns Meadow Green Burial Ground, At Alkington Grange, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire. no objections raised.
land south of ash hall










Cllrs agreed to object to the appeal for removal of footpath 


108/19 
Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
The Clerk circulated current financial position spreadsheets. The reconciliation was checked against the bank statements for accuracy and signed off. 
Cllr A Allen proposed the salary for payment, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. 
PKF Littlejohn external audit invoice has been received following the conclusion of the audit.  
The Clerk informed Councillors that the HMRC payment will be made in November (quarterly payments)
b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
c) External audit – The Clerk reported that the Conclusion of Audit and External Audit certificate has been received. The notices have been displayed.
d) Computer equipment/wifi – to enable Councillors to discuss/agree
The Clerk reported that to provide wifi for the Hall it will cost £27 per month with Plusnet inc installation and hub equipment. Another quote will be required which the Village Hall Committee were going to obtain.  Cllr Power proposed accepting the cheapest quote and install the wifi, seconded by Cllr Thornhill – The Clerk was asked to progress.
Councillors discussed the requirement for equipment, a portable projector and screen to enable electronic viewing of planning applications – to be taken forward once wifi has been actioned. 
e) Traffic mirror request – to enable Councillors to agree to purchase a traffic mirror for Ash Magna

To improve visibility for pedestrians by the notice board in Ash Magna to aid sight of the traffic coming down from the direction of the war memorial.  Cllr Thornhill has proposed that a 60cm safety mirror to be located on telegraph pole – the yew tree which has a TPO can be trimmed with the permission of the TREE Dept at Shropshire Council.  A bracket will be required at a cost of £35. Cllr Thornhill requested c£100 for the costs – The owners of the tree have given permission for the tree to be trimmed.  Cllr Power proposed the motion, seconded by Cllr W Allen.  Cllr Thornhill to action. All agreed. Resolved.
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£tbc - November
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/10/19
	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	£240.00
	100398
	LGA 1972s168

	02/10/19
	Norton in Hales PC
	Reimbursement for shared provision of printer ink costs (from April)
	£99.81
	100399
	LGA 1972 s111


109/19

Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda for the Meeting to be held on 4th November 2019: Budgets; Path/pond/car parking spaces; Grant for planting; Wifi /screen/projector/computer equipment
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8:52pm. 
1

