
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at AshVillage Hall on Monday 7th September 2015 at 7:15pm


Chair:


Cllr S Martinson
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd, Cllr L Chesters; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr W Allen
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the September Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council and opened proceedings at 7:16pm.  Two members of the public were present.  Mr Ellison mentioned that the village green is being cut and is looking much better.  Shoe recycling bin still hasn’t been collected.  Litter is still being dumped behind the bins; the Chair confirmed that the fly tipping signage has been put up.  
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent

Councillors present as noted above.  Cllr Dakin and Cllr A Allen gave apologies.  Cllr W Allen was absent.  Cllr Hunter was attending an NSAC meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.  
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests - None


4 Dispensations of DPIs - None


5 Co-option of Councillor – Following an application from Mr Chris Chambers to rejoin the Council to represent the Tilstock Ward, proposed by Cllr Martinson, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed.  Clerk to email forms to complete.


6 Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th July 2015.  Councillors confirmed that they have received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Dodd proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr Chesters, all agreed, duly signed by the Chair.  
7 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda – signs £115 or £175 for name signs for Ash Lane.  Councillors established there is still some confusion over names of the two lanes in Ash – Ash Lane and Ash Road.  Cllr Powers to investigate names.  Cllrs agreed for the purposes of the emergency services it is essential to have name location signs.  Chair confirmed that the Brown Moss naming process is underway.  Update for Prees Heath lavatories will be circulated tomorrow.  Cllr Powers confirmed that he has spoken to the landowner of the area of the heath which motorcycles regularly use. (Cllr W Allen arrived at 7:30pm.)

8 Community Policing – Cllr Chambers queried the lack of police representation at Meetings.  Clerk confirmed recent contact and the Chair has been in touch with PC T Lever who has had the meeting dates and will forward some figures/an update for information.  


9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – PC  inspection reports/updates as appropriate: Football posts still need to be removed – ongoing.
ii)
Street lighting – items to report: Clerk reported light outside no 8 Tilstock Close has been fixed but is now humming.  Clerk has re-reported.  Eon carrying out surveys.     ../2
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iii) 
Seat at Ash Parva: has been inspected by David Gresty who has given quote to repaint.  £50 to renovate.  Cllr Martinson proposed accepting, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  50th Anniversary of WI bench in Ash this year.  Chair to check condition.  


10
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: hedges from Ash to Whitchurch have been cut back by the owners as requested.  Chair reported that Highways were contacted to request verges are attended to.  Highways confirmed order placed last year for this work to be done.  Early warning now being raised with Ringway for failure to complete the works.  Chair proposed writing to the hedge owners to update them and to convey thanks for their efforts. All agreed.  Seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  Lane from Villa Farm requires cleaning/inspecting and repairs.  
ii)
VAS: Cllr Chesters reported from his meeting with Highways.  Direction sign to indicate Prees Heath and no left turn sign to be installed; current VAS to be removed and the PC to replace with the same version as in Ash.  Not possible to relocate to outside Brook Farm as no electricity supply.  Cllrs discussed alternative locations to resite the VAS to.  Cllr Chesters proposed purchasing the new sign to be fitted onto the existing pole.  Seconded by Cllr Chambers.  All agreed.  
Cllr Chesters to communicate with Highways to see if an alternative location can be found.  

11
Housekeeping

Reports from representatives on external bodies to include: 
i) LJC: Representative was unable to attend the last meeting. 
ii) NSAC: Cllr Hunter attending to learn about new rules concerning CiL;

iii) Village Hall Committees; Ash: Hall has been repainted.  Produce show and MacMillan coffee morning coming up; Tilstock: nothing to report.  Cllr Chesters to ask if the Village Hall Committee would like to have a defibrillator.

iv)  Charities: Elizabeth Langford Almshouse charity met: report given by Cllr Butler. Cllr Martinson reported from the Ash School House Charity.  

v) Emergency planning: Defibrillators to be priority.
a) Place Plans: Chair requested that the Councillors review the place plans to update.  Agenda item going forward.  Chair ran though items currently on the list.  School fence was discussed which is in need of replacing.  Ownership has been established as Shropshire Council.  Cllrs discussed powers of expenditure.  Litter bin for Brown Moss.  
b) Social media – Discuss use of: Cllr Martinson raised local Facebook pages and queried whether Councillors wanted to raise the profile of the Parish Council on Facebook to keep residents up to date with the workings of the Council.  Cllr Thompson suggested whether the Herald would be a suitable vehicle for passing on information.  Cllr Chambers suggested the Community News.  Cllr Chambers to investigate.  Cllr Chesters suggested I love Tilstock and Ash sites as a possible route of communication, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed.  ../3
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12 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information & Invoices for payment
ii) 
Delegated authority for payment of grounds maintenance bills upon presentation: Chair proposed that as the grounds maintenance contract is for a year, that this should be paid as and when invoices are presented if a meeting is not due.  Cllrs discussed the suggestion that the Clerk and Chair be given delegated authority.  Cllr Powers seconded, all agreed.   
iii)
Completion of external audit: Not received back from Mazars

Cllr Thompson, Cllr Dodd proposed and seconded the salary payments.  Other payments proposed and seconded by Cllrs W Allen and Chambers.  
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/08/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	
	
	
	
	

	14/07/15
	D Gresty
	Bus shelter repairs
	£233.00
	100235

	09/07/15
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£370.06
	100236

	30/07/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£329.60
	

	02/08/15
	K&S Plantscapes
	Grounds maintenance
	£170.00
	100237

	02/09/15
	K&S Plantscapes
	Grounds maintenance
	£170.00
	100238

	26/05/15
	Whitchurch Walkers
	Affiliation
	£5.00
	100239



13
 Planning:

i) Applications: 
15/03275/FUL  The Green, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, SY13 4EN:
 Erection of 40 x 20 metre sand/mixture schooling arena to include change of use of land: Cllrs raised no objections, all agreed to support.
15/03344/FUL: Prees Heath Motor Auction, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AE
 Proposal: Erection of a building for use as a vehicle valeting business (Aston Barclay): Cllrs raised no objections and agreed to support.
15/02970/REM Land East Of Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch : Approval of Reserved Matters (appearance, scale, layout, landscaping) pursuant to 14/03582/OUT for the erection of two detached dwellings with detached double garages: Outline planning already given: Cllrs raised no objections to the plans.  All agreed to support.
15/03049/FUL 1 Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva: Erection of single storey extension and two storey extension; and detached double garage with roof mounted solar panels; installation of septic tank drainage system and ground source heat pump: No objections raised, all agreed to support.  
15/02608/FUL: Prposed barn conversion at Alkington Grange – conversion of two agricultural barns into residential dwellings: noted that this application was received too late for inclusion: to be included on October’s agenda.

ii)
Decisions:   
15/02774/FUL Greenfields , Church Lane, Ash Magna, SY13 4EA: Installation of a slurry lagoon
Decision: Grant Permission

15/02463/FUL Broughall Farm, Nantwich Road, Broughall:  Change of use of land from agricultural to domestic Decision: Grant Permission
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13 Planning cont

15/01665/FUL: Poultry Unit At Greenfields, Church Lane, Ash Magna: Erection of an additional building for free range egg production Decision: Grant Permission

15/02073/FUL Address: Land On Runway At Twemlows Hall, Higher Heath: Laying of 33KV underground electricity cabling in association with planning permission 14/03957/FUL Decision: Grant Permission ../4

iii)
Appeals: Appeal under Section 78: Development Land South of Magna Dene, Ash Magna: Outline application for the erection of one dwelling: App ref: 14/0517/OUT: Planning Insp Ref: APP/L3245/W/15/3106057: Appeal ref: 1/02290/REF Appeal start date: 22/07/15

14
Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc: distributed by email

ii) Annual Police Town and Parish Council survey: form to be completed by the Chair proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.
iii) Shropshire Council: non domestic rates – small business rate relief review: correspondence to check status of Tilstock car park.  Clerk to complete and return.  

15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda
An opportunity for Councillors to bring local items of interest or concern to the Council for future discussion/consideration.
Clerk drew Cllrs attention to an application form for a licence to plant in the highway verge should the PC wish to plant at the entrances to the villages.  

Cllr Chambers to bring forward a community gateway scheme.  

Cllrs noted the following:

Notification:  ROAD CLOSURE: Tilstock Lane, Whitchurch (from jct Old Whitchurch Road to Bridge Farm) Date and duration: 1st September 2015 for 4 weeks
Purpose: Installation of 33KV cable to connect Twemlows solar farm to Scottish Power Network  Utility: Green Frog Connect

There being no other business the Chair declared the Meeting over at 8:30pm.  


Minutes of the Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council 7th September 2015 
Whitchurch Rural Parish Council
Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th September 2015 were accepted and approved by 

Whitchurch Rural Parish Council at a Meeting held on:  
 5th October 2015
Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...


