

Chairman:
Cllr R Thornhill

Cllrs Present:
Cllr R Thompson; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr L Loweth; 

Cllr T Hunter; Cllr A Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr T Blyth; Cllr W Allen 
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 6th February 2023 at

Tilstock Village Hall at 7:15pm

259
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm.  Seven members of the public attended the meeting. No apologies were received.  Four people expressed an interest in making representations to the  Council.  
An Ash Parva resident raised the footpath running between Ash Parva and Ash Magna. They have made an application for hedging plants to go along the footpath to create a low hedge.  The residents wished to know if the Parish Council has any intention of widening the path. The ownership of the path is still with the Solicitors whilst it is being transferred.  
A representative from Tilstock Bowling Club attended in relation to the grant funding application submitted for consideration this evening for safety fencing. The previous grant given for aid with the drainage has been a great help and thanks were conveyed. Considering an 18-20 x 6/7 shelter. Wanted to know if planning permission would be required. He was re-directed to the planning authority.  
A third resident attended to discuss his planning application. A previous application was withdrawn and this is the resubmitted version.  He informed Councillors that the Officer is content with the resubmitted version.  
A resident queried what why the Parish Council would be discussing about the pond. He further queried administrative details pertaining to the Parish Councils.  

260
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Dodd declared an interest in an item for consideration under Finance. Cllr Haynes declared an interest in the Bowling Club application for funding. 

261
Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd January 2023

(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Richardson, proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Blyth , all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

262 
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised. 
Neighbourhood Fund Meeting feedback – to take forward to March.

5 
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Cllr Dakin reported progress on the Ash Parva VAS unit’s installation.  It has yet to be scoped.  
Prees Heath lorry park is due to be updated with a new scheme – new parking charging to be implemented.  Pavement parking is to be addressed – double yellow lines will be put down to deter this. Motorcycles can park for free.  
Cllr Blyth queried whether some of this car park space is rumoured to be common land.   
6 
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to inc briefing note on changes to national policy

A dog waste bin has been requested for Tilstock Lane – The Clerk advised that the Council now supplies dual purpose bins at £300 each and an annual fee would probably be charged for emptying. Cllr Blyth suggested it could be part of a gated community scheme. Action: Clerk to request dog warden assess the location.
Connexus – Notification received that it will be selling off 27 Hawkstone View on the  open market. 
Ash Parva road closure notice  – The Council has not received any feedback as to what the work is entailing.   

7 
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications:
23/00187/COU
Change of use of space at Whitchurch Civic Centre (Interview rooms 1 and 2) to accommodate driving test centre (sui generis use)

23/00187/COU | Change of use of space at Whitchurch Civic Centre (Interview rooms 1 and 2) to accommodate driving test centre (sui generis use) | Whitchurch Town Council Civic Centre High Street Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 1AX
Councillors noted that this application falls under the remit of Whitchurch Town Council however agreed to comment as the provision of a local driving test centre has a social and economic impact on residents in the Rural area.  Cllr Haynes proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. 


23/00211/VAR  (validated: 18/01/2023)
Address:  The Bracknell, 16 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Variation of Condition 2 (approved drawings) attached to planning permission 22/01075/FUL Erection of Detached Dwelling and Garage
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRON92DTDLR400&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca0770b99d2c7487246fc08dafd740e71%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638100972139220216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IRXE5mQ%2F0U3inzw1xmwHvM9sfqp8z8XmJJhUImo4K1E%3D&reserved=0
Councillors viewed the application online. Online comments/objections were noted. Residents objections were raised: change in size to the windows and relocation of the garage.  Councillors suggested that this is a preferred garage location particularly for the affordable home next door.  It was noted that this house is a different internal design to the others.  Cllr W Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed with one objection.

b) Decision:
22/05483/FUL  (validated: 06/12/2022)
Address:  4 New Farm Cottages, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4ER
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension, single storey front and rear extensions to dwelling (revised scheme)
Decision:  Grant Permission

8
Housekeeping 
a) 
Play area inspections




Ash inspection received.  Tilstock’s to be forwarded via email. No issues were reported.  

b) 
Land registrations – update 
No update from the Solicitor. 

c)
Strategic objectives – survey
Cllr Blyth forwarded the results of the survey.  It was noted that Tilstock residents are against further development in the village.  Residents needs to be encouraged to use the facilities.  Want to get the school more involved in the tennis club free of charge.  Suggested a quarterly newsletter to be published online.  Councillors discussed promoting the profile of the parish council.  To publicise the website more widely on the noticeboards.  Noticeboard/website/gossip magazine.  To design a notice to advertise the pc.  To take forward to March’s meeting.  

d)
SmartWater rollout – to enable Councillors to discuss future events/distribution
Councillors agreed to take kits along to the gardening club and curry evening events.  The Clerk informed Members that the Smartwater team will do some distribution.  





e)
Policy reviews & adoption 



Councillors confirmed receipt of the proposed co-option policy. Cllr W Allen proposed adopting the policy, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed.  
To include more policies for review on the March agenda. 

f)
Meeting dates
The Clerk confirmed that 2023 dates are on the website with venues
g)
Training opportunities/budget
- Clerk to check budget. Cllr Kettle to review courses requested. 



h)
Co-option policy for adoption

Covered under previous item.  

9
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
The Council Ash Parva footpath – if the council does eventually gain ownership of the path beyond the one meter that it currently – Action: Clerk to clarify terms with the solicitors
Grit bin: a request for replacement grit has been submitted.  
Condition of pavements in Tilstock was raised – undergrowth reported by new the development – Action Cllr Richardson to send photos of the issues.
Cllr Blyth suggested the Parish Council undertakes to have the undergrowth removed and signs cleared.  It was suggested that the ‘We are Whitchurch’ team might undertake the job – Action: Clerk to contact Highways in the first instance. Areas in need to be identified.  

ii) Ash Parva Pond – update on signage/life saving equipment
Further to safety concerns raised at the last Meeting a Councillor confirmed that safety rings are in place. The Clerk is checking if the School provides water safety lessons.

iii) Grounds maintenance – Tilstock car park weed spraying confirmation
The Clerk confirmed that the Grounds Maintenance contractor sprays the car park twice a year and on an ad hoc basis as necessary. 

iv) Ash War Memorial – maintenance
Cllr Thornhill reported that the concrete around the base is cracked - The Clerk has asked Midland Masonry to inspect and recommend and necessary repairs.

v) Prees Heath car park – update 
Update given by Cllr Dakin. 

vi) Ash Parva – The Meadows: to enable Cllrs to discuss email received regarding path/grounds maintenance

Covered.

10 
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of accounting spreadsheets. Cllr Loweth that the reconciliation be signed off as accurate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 
b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Blyth proposed that all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 
	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/01/23
	MedUK
	Defib Cabinets
	£1080.00
	100563
	PHA 1936s234

	20/01/23
	SLCC
	Clerk’s manual (apportioned)
	£10.46
	100562
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/01/23
	Eon
	Repair
	£270.85
	100561
	PCA 1957s3; HA 1980 s301

	12/07/22
	Playsafety
	Safety inspections
	£264.60
	100562
	LGA 1972 s111

	20/01/23
	SLCC
	Book purchase % share
	£10.46
	100564
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/02/23
	Employee
	Domain name renewal
	£43.16
	100565
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/02/23
	Employee
	PAYE reimbursement
	£129.64
	100566
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/02/23
	Employee
	Expenses
	£70.59
	100567
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	
	
	VOID
	100568
	

	06/01/23
	Meduk
	Defib pads
	£47.94
	100569
	LGA 1972 s111


Cllr Dodd left the meeting.
Cllr Dodd has submitted a request for payment to cover work undertaken on a willow tree overhanging Ash Parva pond two years ago.  The Clerk advised correct procedure for carrying out emergency repairs in the parish. Councillors agree that the Minutes from the Meeting at which this matter was originally discussed should be consulted. All payments must be in line with financial regulations. To take forward to March. Cllr Dodd returned to the Meeting. 

c) Defibrillators – to discuss/approve purchasing additional units/feedback from Prees Heath car park site visit and location search at Ash Parva pond
Cllr Thornhill and the Clerk gave an update from a site meeting held with two Shropshire Council officers to discuss the possible installation of a defibrillator at Prees Heath car park. The Parish Council is now waiting to hear back from Shropshire Council with a decision.
Councillors discussed a potential location. Cllr W Allen to look and suggest location.
The Councillors further discussed putting a defibrillator at Brown Moss.  Action: Clerk to check with Shropshire Counil and report back in March. 
Tilstock Bowling Club: to submit a grant funding application for a defibrillator.
The Councillors will review other areas as potential locations. 
d)
Confirmation of precept request submission – The Clerk confirmed this has been made.  
e)
Grant funding request – Tilstock Bowling Club – for consideration

f)
A request has been received from Tisltock Tennis and Bowling Club for financing for safety fencing, the total cost of which will be £1130.40. The Club is asking for £900 from WRPC. This expenditure would come from Neighbourhood Fund money. Cllr Richardson proposed approving the expenditure, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. (Cllr Haynes did not participate in this discussion) 
f)
Grant funding request – Ash Village Hall -for consideration

No request form submitted as yet.  Ash Village Hall Committee purchased a projector. It needs a cradle for installation.  To submit a request.  
g)
Request for dog waste bin for Tilstock – to enable Cllrs to discuss 

Covered under a previous  item.  
h)
Request for grit bin – to enable Cllrs to discuss
Grit bin for ash parva – The Clerk will request the provision of a grit bin.  
i)
Quote for a replacement car park sign for Tilstock – still waiting for Highways to respond
11 
Agenda items for the next Ordinary Meeting to be held on 6th March 2023 at Ash Village Hall 

To take forward to March: Policies inc defib policy; NF working group report; Co-option; 


No members of the public remained. 

12
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
Two breaches previously handed to the Parish Council were noted. Insufficient information provided to be able to report.  

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature

The administration procedures relating to the Complaints policy and co-option were discussed.  Councillors discussed the co-option procedure and agreed has been tidied up on with a new policy. The Councillors agreed that the Clerk had followed procedure and confidence in the Clerk was agreed unanimously.  Thanks were conveyed to the Chairman for his handling of the complaint received. 
An emailed response was sent out to the complainant and it was now considered closed by the Parish Council. 
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:14pm. 
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