WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 6th November 2017 



Acting Chair:

Cllr J Dodd
Councillors Present: 
Cllr W Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr R Thornhill

Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Chair’s welcome & announcements 

Apologies had been received from both the Chair and Vice Chair. As such it was agreed that Cllr J Dodd would Chair the Meeting, as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. 
Cllr Dodd declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm.

2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest
Seven members of the public attended the Meeting, four of which indicated they wished to address the Members.
Mr Ellison reported that dumped rubbish has now been removed.  Has arranged a meeting with the Footpaths team with a view to installing a kissing gate.  Gave a review of the LJC meeting.  
Mr Williams asked what progress has been made to provide allotments in Tilstock. The Clerk confirmed that enquiries to Shropshire Council have been made.  She had been informed that this should be included on the Place Plan (see: http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/7196/whitchurch-place-plan-2015-16.pdf). Until land becomes available for the purpose no further action can be taken.

Mrs Evanson reported altercations with the road workers carrying out the remedial works to the Prees Heath roundabout when experiencing difficulties accessing business frontages.  She further reported diversion confusion.  This will be reported to Shropshire Council.  

Residents requested that Catteralls Lane and Broughall be included in the Local Plan Review as an area for development.  

Mr Bebbington attended the Meeting on behalf of Lee Hall  Farm to give an overview of the business activity of Field Fare Farmers.  As a result Mr Bevington agreed to speak to his contractors to request low speeds and to ensure drivers are not using mobile phones when driving.  The business owned tractors are fitted with Bluetooth and will shortly have security cameras fitted on board to monitor activity.  A request was made for the boundary hedges to be kept low to aid visibility.  Mr Bebbington was thanked for attending.  

3 To receive apologies/note absences

Cllrs Hunter and A Allen sent apologies. Unitary Cllr G Dakin also sent apologies.

4 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
The Clerk issued Dispensations to permit participation in budget/precept setting consideration. 
5 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2017.  Cllr Thornhill proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Cllr Dodd duly signed the Minutes.  
6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda – No items brought forward.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 6th November 2017 


7 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports


Cllr Power gave an overview from the last Helicopter Liaison Group meeting.
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report – no report available.

8 Housekeeping

a)
Police report (if available)
The Clerk relayed the response received in relation to Tilstock parking issues.  Recent break-ins have been reported on Whitchurch Friends website.
b) 
Website – To include HLG presentation 
c) 
Training – SALC sessions available for Councillors: details forwarded by email.
d)
To note contact details change for the Clerk – new address details from 09/11/17 given
e)
To acknowledge receipt of the meeting dates for 2018 – Dates circulated.  

9
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email: including bulletins from SALC;  Invitation to attend Environmental Maintenance Task & Finish Group meeting 16/11/17; North Shropshire Reinforcement Project November 2017 Update 22/11/17; 
Letter received from Dr R Thompson regarding the re-imbursement request for installation costs for the defibrillator. Councillors discussed the matter at length, again agreeing that the original offer to pay installation costs had only applied to the School which had accepted the offer of the equipment following the Hall’s initial refusal.  The PC had not agreed to pay installation costs when the Bowling Club offered to take the equipment when the School felt it could not take it.  The PC, as agreed by letter, had agreed to include it on its insurance policy.  The Councillors asked the Clerk to request copies of Minutes from the Bowling Club.  Councillors again expressed disappointment at the lack of communication from the Hall Committee regarding its intention to install the defibrillator at the Hall.  After some discussion Councillors agreed, proposed by Cllr Power, to pay Tilstock Village Hall the same amount of money as Ash Parish Rooms had paid to install their defibrillator, seconded  by Cllr W Allen and to refund Ash this amount.  All agreed. Cllr Dodd to establish what had been paid by the Parish Hall.  It was suggested that funds should be paid out with the annual grants.  The Village Hall Committee has further requested that the Parish Council pays for ongoing maintenance costs for the defibrillator.  This item will be taken forward for further consideration at the December meeting. Cllr Power commented on the further remarks made in the letter relating to the Clerk.  Councillors all agreed that they were entirely satisfied with the handling of communication by the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council, that it had been carried out with their knowledge and approval and that copies of all communications had been circulated amongst the Members.  Response to be sent from the Chair; Clerk to request copies of Bowling Club meeting minutes.
10
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  

-
Playground: Cllr Dodd undertaking checks. 
Clerk has confirmed with the grounds maintenance contractor that he will tidy area around the memorial prior to Remembrance Sunday. One further cut to do this season.
-
Street lighting: supply invoice received: costs significantly less since installation of LED lighting. Illuminated signs earthing issue still ongoing. Shropshire Council is responsible for this and is resolving the matter with Scottish Power.  A fibre cabinet being installed for broadband in the village.
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10
Parish/Ward Matters: (cont)
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report for attention: Clerk to query installation of 50mph on dual carriageway.  Repeated incidents of bull loose on road in Old Woodhouses – Clerk to write.
-
To receive update of works previously requested
-
Road Closures: To receive notifications
11 
Finance:
a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – To note/approve: circulated by the Clerk.  Bank statements made available to view.  
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication) 
Invoices presented for payment, proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Clerk’s salary proposed 
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/10/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	08/10/17
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£148.05
	100327

	08/09/17
	TBVH
	Room Hire
	£68.00
	100328

	30/09/17
	TBVH
	Room Hire – speed watch training
	£25.50
	100329

	08/09/17
	TBVH
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	100330

	11/10/17
	Shropshire Council
	Ash Parva speed limit extension
	£1500.00
	100331


c)
Budget/precept setting: to discuss/agree for 2018-19 financial year – Clerk circulated proposed budget for consideration. To take forward to December with a view to establishing funding requests and level of precept required taking into consideration possible impact on residents.  Request received from Tilstock Village Hall for £5000 for the new boiler installed earlier in the year.  Clerk to establish % increases.  
d)
To consider request for a financial contribution towards the upkeep of Brown Moss of £3000. To take forward to December.  
e)
To approve the Parish Council’s contribution to Shropshire Council for the Ash Parva speed limit: Councillors approved the request for the release of Neighbourhood Fund monies. 
f)
To receive notification of the May 2017 Election costs

12
 Planning: 
a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

17/04877/FUL  (validated: 06/10/2017)
Address:  2 The Park, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Erection of shed for domestic garden storage  Applicant: Max McNamara

17/04671/FUL  (validated: 09/10/2017): No objections raised.
Address:  6 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Erection of rear extension at first floor level and construction of new garden room
Applicant: Mr And Mrs R Cooke – No objections raised. 
17/04672/FUL 5 Catteralls Lane: No objections raised.
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ii)
Decisions: 17/04097/FUL  (validated: 21/08/2017)
Address:  Church Farm, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Erection of ground floor side extension Decision:  Grant Permission
17/04443/TEL  (validated: 13/09/2017)
Address:  Land Adj To Hillcrest, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DJ
Proposal:  Land adjacent to Lambert Grove -  Airband proposes to install a steel lattice mast. Decision:  Withdrawn

17/04017/FUL  (validated: 17/08/2017)
Address:  Fir Tree Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EP
Proposal:  Construction of an agricultural livestock building Decision:  Grant Permission
Councillors noted the recent permission granted to the car auction site.  Clerk has acknowledged this decision with the case officer. Councillors requested that the Clerk writes for formally complain on behalf of the Council.  
c)
Local plan review – to enable Councillors to make a formal response to Shropshire Council’s consultation:  Members agreed to take forward to December’s meeting
d)
Place plan review – to enable councillors to update priorities for Whitchurch Rural Parish: Members agreed to take forward to December’s meeting. 
e)
To respond to a review of the Environmental Maintenance Grant process: Clerk has supplied information relating to the process. 

13
Date of next meeting and consideration of agenda items for the next Meeting of the 
Parish Council : to be held 4th December 2017 in Tilstock Village Hall
There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 8:50pm thanking everyone for attending.
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