

Chairman:		Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr A Martin
		Cllr M Richardson; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Allen
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Dakin							

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd March 2025 at
Ash Village Hall 
542 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the March meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm.  One member of the public attended the Meeting. Unitary Cllr P Wynn attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllrs Howell and Loweth. 
The member of the public attended to give background details to the grant funding application received on behalf of the Youth Club.
Cllr Wynn reported that it is no longer necessary to book to go to the recycling centres. The new swimming pool in Whitchurch is due to open on 19th March.  The applicant of the Boningale Homes planning application will be applying for permission on the basis of non determination.  Shropshire Council can no longer demonstrate a 5 year housing land supply in light of the Government’s new housing targets for Shropshire. 

543	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr W Allen declared an interest in the discussion about motorcross activity.

544	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd February 2025 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2025. Cllr Kettle proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Thornhill duly signed the Minutes. 

546 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin advised that the Shirehall is no longer home to Shropshire Council, which has moved to the Guildhall. Officers now work from home or at the Guildhall. The £10k given by the developers of the anaerobic digester is still outstanding for improvements in the parish.  
Cllr Dakin was thanked for representing this parish for so many years, for his hard work and commitment. Cllr Dakin thanked the Council and Councillors for their support.  Cllr Dakin will not be standing for re-election in May. 

547 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to inc Complaint received regarding motorcross activity
The Councillors discussed the ongoing motorcross activity which is being closely monitored by residents and Shropshire Council. The activity can be operated for no more than 14 days on one site per year. When the activity is not in play, all associated equipment must be removed from the site or that is included in the 14 days operational use tally.  It has been observed that equipment is left on site which has been reported to Shropshire Council.  Residents have also complained about noise levels which should be reported to the Public Health department for monitoring.  To continue to monitor. 



548	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations –to enable Cllrs to discuss Village Green registration; update regarding car parking space land transfer		
The Clerk confirmed that she has not received any further communication regarding the land transfer. Cllr Kay is obtaining information in relation to the village green registration. To take forward. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – to confirm rollout of signage across the parish	
The Clerk confirmed that the Council has reached the required number of distributed kits for registration and the signage is now being displayed around the parish. Some kits are still available for distribution. 

c)	Community engagement – to receive feedback from the Facebook page
Cllr Kettle reported positively regarding the Facebook page. 

d)	Defibrillators – to enable Cllrs to discuss maintenance requirements
The Clerk confirmed that there are two sets of pads to be kept as spares for the parish.  Pad dates need to be checked and updated. 

e)	Policies for adoption: Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment, Code of Conduct
The Councillors confirmed that they had reviewed all policies. Cllr Haynes proposed accepting and approving the policies (noting that the Financial Regulations have been updated to include online banking procedure), seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the Precurement Threshold regulations legal topic note. 

f)	Gov.uk email addresses – to confirm receipt		
The new domain name is now in place and the Gov.uk email addresses for Councillors have been set up. Clerk to distribute. 
	
549 Ward Matters 
a) Highways matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
Ongoing issues with unrepaired potholes were noted. All new items have been reported via FixMyStreet. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised. 

c) Playgrounds: 	
-	To receive the monthly playground inspection report
The Councillors acknowledged the latest report.

- 	To consider quotes for replacement playground equipment
The Councillors agreed to hold a site visit to review the requirements and quotes on 13th March. An Extraordinary Meeting will be held on 19th March to consider the recommendations of the Working Party and agree the purchase of replacement equipment. 

-	To consider quotes to undertake grounds maintenance works in the playgrounds
To review at the site visit. 


-	To consider requirement/quotes for new equipment
To review at the site visit and agree at the Extraodinary meeting. 

d)	Street lighting – to receive update on acceptance of Eon’s quote to replace lanterns
The ongoing issue with the street light on the triangle in Ash was raised. Clerk to chase Shropshire Council. 
The Clerk confirmed that the quote from Eon has been accepted.

f)	Footpaths/bridleways – to receive any matters of concern
The footway in Ash Parva has still to be cleared. Clerk to follow up with Highways. 
The Tilstock VAS is not working. To be reported via FixMyStreet. 

550 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/00324/FUL  (validated: 04/02/2025)
Address:  Alkcroft Cottage , Alkington Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NE
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SQV65JTDN5800
Cllr Kay proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

25/00341/FUL  (validated: 31/01/2025)
Address:  The Horseshoe Inn, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Conversion of outbuilding to provide three guest accommodation bedrooms
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SQX0XCTDFGK00
The Councillors discussed the application.  Parking provision was noted.  The Councillors expressed the view that it would encourage business and boost the local economy if granted. A change to the application was noted. Cllr Haynes proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Decisions
24/04696/FUL  (validated: 11/12/2024)
Address:  Laurel Cottage, 23 Church Lane, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

551 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval; Confirmation of receipt of updated accounts/statements
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the bank reconciliation, statements and other accounting reports. Cllr A Allen proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman signed the reconciliation. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kettle proposed all payments for approval, seconded by/Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Funding request – Tilstock Youth Club
Councillors Thompson and Richardson did not participate in this discussion.
The Councillors considered the request and provision for youth activities in the local area. Cllr Haynes proposed supporting the club by paying for the hire of the Hall for 12 months, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Clerk to inform the Club. The Council will pay the Hall directly for the room hire.   

d)	Asset register – to review and confirm
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the updated asset register. Cllr Kettle proposed approving the register, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	To confirm VAT reclaim submission
The Clerk confirmed that she has applied for a reclaim of £5,122. 96.

The Clerk confirmed that the Internal Audit has commenced and is ongoing. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	06/02/25
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/03/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/02/25
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/02/25
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	23/01/25
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£20.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/02/25
	Hugo Fox (GoCardless)
	Gov.uk domain/email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/02/25
	MedUK
	Defib pads
	£137.82
	Online
	PHA 1936 s234

	15/02/25
	K Bedford
	Training
	£20.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/02/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£176.38
	
	



552 	Agenda items for the 7th April 2025 (Tilstock)
No matters were raised. 

No members of the public were remaining. 

553	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised.

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 

c) Staffing matters: 
· To appoint/confirm members of the Staffing committee
Members were confirmed to be Cllr Thornhill, Cllr Thompson, Cllr Kay and Cllr Howell. 





· To agree a date for the Staffing Committee to conduct the appraisal and to review the new Model Contract of Employment with a view to updating the contract
The annual appraisal was confirmed to take place on 26th March 2025. 
There being for further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:49pm.
2 | WRPC 3rd March 2025

