



Chairman:		Cllr K Howell	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr A Martin; Cllr W Kay; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr W Allen
Cllr M Richardson; 
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Not present
							
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd November 2025 at
Tilstock Village Hall 

Ordinary Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

[bookmark: _Hlk210640539]630	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm. Cllrs C Kettle, A Allen and  R Thompson sent apologies. There were no members of the public present. Unitary Cllr Ebbs sent his apologies. 

631	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Thornhill stated that he would not participate in approving invoices/payments as he is due expenses recompense. 

632	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th October 2025(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes. Cllr Haynes proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr A Martin, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

633	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

634 	Unitary Councillor’s report 
Cllr Ebbs was not present. 

635	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins; On the Beat; SaTH updates; NSAC minutes, SC’s Memorandum of Working – to discuss;  Local nature recovery Shropshire; Nature Recovery Programme – to discuss; BT digital switchover; Local youth transformation pilot; 
Cllr Howell confirmed that she has completed the food resilience survey.  Information on white ribbon day has been circulated and noted. The BT digital switch over awareness campaign was noted.  Shropshire Council has been given £620k for a youth transformation pilot scheme by the Government. Cllr Howell gave an overview of the local nature recovery strategy.  There is a workbook which can be completed.  The strategy will be included into the Council’s strategic objectives and biodiversity policies.
Cllr W Allen gave feedback from the NSAC meeting he attended, which focussed on Shropshire Council’s aim to devolve its street scene services.  The Councillors agreed that the Parish Council will need to look into joint working with the Town Council and perhaps other rural parish councils if the devolution goes ahead. More information is needed from the Unitary Authority about the type of services it envisages can be handed over. The implications of not taking over services also needs to be looked into.  This will not affect this year’s budget setting.  



636	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/03908/FUL  (validated: 27/10/2025)
Address:  Furze Farm, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JY
Proposal:  Erection of part single storey and two storey extensions
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DT48Q9WTDLHN00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2a03d535c0bd4b9e1ffd08de158f42d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638971902197225358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kteb6gqGpSa1Vea46XTEbDRPfieN8B%2BRB9maVowTUxE%3D&reserved=0

No objections were raised to this application. Cllr Kay proposed supporting, second by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

Reference:  25/03962/CPE  (validated: 27/10/2025)
Address:  Highgate Garage , Foxes Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EG
Proposal:  Application for a Lawful Development certificate for the existing siting and usage of Biomass Boiler
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DT4HU5UTDLKV00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2a03d535c0bd4b9e1ffd08de158f42d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638971902197271228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K5McJTKU0O5DAAGOgzU0bOVJVHjD0QE1eczL9JEXGkE%3D&reserved=0

No objections were raised to this application. Cllr Haynes proposed supporting, second by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

The Councillors noted a new application which due to its classification could not be commented upon. However, the Councillors requested clarification over the rights of way and whether the application would have any impact.  25/04081/AG1 – action: Clerk to make enquiries. 

b)	Decisions:
25/02495/FUL  (validated: 07/07/2025)
Address:  McFour Ltd, The Yard, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JX
Proposal:  Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Builders Yard (Sui Generis) to allow an established business to expand on its current site (part retrospective)
Decision:  Withdrawn

c) Planning Inquiry - update
The Inquiry is ongoing. The Inspector is due to make a site visit tomorrow. Residents and Councillors have been attending.  The decision could take up to six months. 

637	Housekeeping 
a) 	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss
The Councillors discussed the documents previously circulated. Cllr Howell stressed that this should be a working document which will evolve over time. A working group was agreed upon to review the document. The Councillors were asked to volunteer to the Clerk and give availability for meting times. Shropshire Council’s devolution plans were discussed again in relation to future funding.  




b)	Defib training courses – confirmation of advertising/attendees
The Clerk advised that maximum numbers have now been achieved for the session in Ash.  To date 5 people have expressed interest in joining the session in Tilstock.  

c)	Tilstock School contact
Cllr Ebbs to approach the School to make contact.

d)	Confirmation of notice of work from Pond Volunteer Group
The Councillors acknowledged notice of works recently carried out by the Volunteer Group to clear the weir.  

638	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
Councillors to undertake checks on the street lighting to ensure all lights are working. Clerk to contact Scottish Power to obtain a quote for a new supply connection  to a light in Ash Magna. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
It was noted that the cutting season will shortly be concluded. Invoices are expected. 

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports
The Councillors noted the two items raised.  It was reported that Tilstock Village Hall will be having their fencing mended.  The contractor will be asked to check the roundabout paint which is showing signs of wear.  

iv) Tilstock VAS –  quotes to replace
The Clerk is waiting for a quote. 

v) Road closures 
None to report. 

vi) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
No progress had been made in identifying a new area which could be utilised. Cllr Gregg to be asked to approach the School.  

639 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the latest reconciliation, statements and copies of reports. Cllr Kay proposed signing off the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Haynes proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Bank account application update
The Clerk advised that the new reserve account has been opened.  Councillors agreed a sum to transfer into the account which has the highest interest rate.  Clerk to check and advise accordingly. 

d)	Eon annual maintenance contract – to review following revised figures
Covered previously. 

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/10/25
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£87.47
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	06/09/25
	Bank
	Charges
	£1.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/09/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	--/10/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground October
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	--/10/25
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground October
	£42.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	08/10/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/10/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	--/08/25
	MedUK
	Defib pads x2
	£tbc
	Online
	PHA 1936 s234

	16/10/25
	Cllr R Thornhill
	Cable ties
	£4.39
	100718
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/10/25
	Eon
	 Annual maintenance
	£412.67
	Online
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	TBC
	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£tbc
	dd
	LGA 1972 s112

	20/10/25
	Eon
	Replacement lantern
	£1099.94
	Online
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/10/25
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£145.86
	
	



e)	Funding request from the White Lion Pub
The Pub representatives have asked to attend the December meeting to give an update on share offer uptake figures. 

f)	Funding request from Ash Village Hall
The Village Hall has advised that it will not be submitting a funding request at this time. 

g) 	2026-27 Budget for consideration
The Councillors requested that the Clerk prepares the budget with a 5% uplift for December. 

h)	Confirmation of pensions regulator return
The Clerk confirmed that she has completed the online return as required. 

i)	Bank update: to agree sum for transfer
Covered. 

640 	Agenda items for the December Meeting of the Parish Council
Budget; precept setting; Pub funding request; Tilstock street lighting

642	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
Two enforcement notices were acknowledged. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:57pm. 




