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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th December 2021 at the Parish Rooms, Ash 
Chairman:
Cllr. S. Power

Councillors:
Cllrs. A. Allen; W. Allen; P. Blyth; J. Dodd; T. Hunter; M. Haynes; R. Thornhill; S. Taylor, and M. Richardson
Locum Clerk:
Mrs L. McCormack 
Unitary Cllr:
Not in attendance
Public:

Four
113/21
 Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
(no decisions to be taken)
a.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:15 pm. 

b.
Apologies were received from Cllrs. R Butler & R. Thompson
c.
Public Participation
A resident attended and, on behalf of the village pond volunteers, informed the Council that £2,500 had been raised for pool project which was used to purchase a liner to retain water and oxygenator. There are currently 4 volunteers who, agree that the pond should be adopted by the Parish Council and wish to be involved with the upkeep and maintenance. The restoration of the pond would not be as it is today with without their involvement. 
114/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)
No interests were declared nor dispensation requests received. 
115/21
 Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th October 2021
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Members confirmed they had received and read the minutes. It was proposed by Cllr. Allen and seconded by Cllr. Thornhill to accept the minutes as read, all agreed 

RESOLVED: the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record  

116/21 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda –  None 
117/21
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk 
Cllr. Blyth attended a meeting of the Higginson Trusts, which comprises 3 trusts all thriving and doing good work in the area to the extent that they make a financial donation to those in need, mainly the elderly who require help with basic services. Anyone can nominate a candidate to the trust. With regard to the request for copy minutes these are not published due to confidentiality & data protection issues, therefore the request is refused.
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report – None 
118/21
 Housekeeping
a) Cllr. Dodd reported that the Village Hall Committee had visited the play area in Ash and concluded that the majority of the equipment should be retained and 4 new pieces of equipment installed. The VH committee are seeking quotes for repair and maintenance and installation of new equipment. 
Tilstock Play Area, no report in the absence of Cllr. Butler. 
b) 
Ash Parva Pond Area – Adverse possession claim 
Long standing members assert that all work on the pond in the past 20 years has been done under the authority of the Parish Council; Cllrs. Dodd and Hunter and one resident are willing to sign a statement to that effect. Members recollections is that work was carried out some time ago in 1999 and there was a lengthy period when no work was done, or minor maintenance carried out voluntarily by councillors.  
A resident asserted that other volunteers had carried out maintenance to the pond; residents are asked not to continue with work without the permission of the Parish Council. 

Members were of the view that it is unlikely that there will be invoices but there may be items minuted during the previous 12+ years. Members requested that the Clerk arrange a search of the minutes if that is possible. The Parish Council cannot ask the current clerk to put her name to a statement of truth as she had not been with the Council for the requisite 12- year period. Details of any evidence in the possession of members to be forwarded to the Clerk for submission to the Parish Council’s solicitor. 

When the pond working group is formed please advise the Parish Council of the volunteers and their contact details. Cllr. W. Allen volunteered to become the PC representative once the pond working group is formed. Pond working group representatives are reminded that requests to the Parish Council must be made in good time to be considered by the PC members at Parish Council meetings.  Decisions should not be expected between meetings. 
The pond maintenance group to advise the Parish Council of planned maintenance schedule and cost implications.
119/21 Correspondence
Members acknowledged receipt of correspondence including:-

· SALC bulletins; 
· SC Education Dept re: Tilstock playing field; the field next to the school has been fenced and Shropshire Council claim ownership

· Mobile Police Unit visit 13th December in Ash; 
· Notification of winter works programme at Brown Moss; members had no comment regarding the tree felling work. 
120/21
Planning 
(Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Sched 1, para 8. The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a)
Applications: 

21/05064/ADV   (validated: 25/10/2021)

Address:  
Grass Verge to the Car Park Entrance of, Newcott Fish And Chips, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire

Proposal: 
 Erect and display two-sided totem sign in a 'V' shape arrangement

Applicant: 
Gleeson Homes 

View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R1E4OKTDJ4600 
Cllr. Blyth indicated that this sign was already in situ, members had no further comments.  

b)
Decisions:

Noted:


21/04950/FUL  (validated: 18/10/2021)

Address:  
Store Adjacent The Firs, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA

Proposal:  
Proposed extension to existing storage building to house auction spares


Decision:  
Grant Permission

View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R11640TDIY600 

21/03997/FUL  (validated: 13/08/2021)

Address: 
 5 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF

Proposal:  
Erection of extension to detached garage


Decision:  
Grant Permission

View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QXRYTKTD07V00 

121/21
 Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting)
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns: 

a. Footpaths – no issues. 

b. Roads: 

The sign on corner of Ash Road and the grit box has been damaged. Horse warning sign opposite Lynford is damaged.

Telecom box 24 is damaged. Cllr. Thornhill has contacted clerk, regarding the procedure for reporting this. 
A Tilstock resident had asked the Parish Council whether they had any influence to support communication with the utility companies regarding the recent power cuts and ask why the supply is so fragile. Members could ask the clerk to write to Scottish Power but the Parish Council will have very limited ability to influence matters.  
c. Ash Magna/Ash Parva speed limit change proposals/One Way Order for Ash Magna
No comment, the proposals for the one way order are confirming what is already in place. VAS sign will be done in new year. 
No further information on VAS for Tilstock. 
d. Road closures/scheduled resurfacing updates. A41 by-pass roadworks delays likely from 10th January.  Road Closure on Ash Road starting on 9th February 2022 
122/21
Finance:
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval

Councillors confirmed receipt of the emailed reports and bank statement. 
Proposed by Cllr THronhill and seconded by Cllr. Taylor, all agreed

RESOLVED: The bank reconciliation be signed as reconciled by the Chairman. 

b) Cllr. Haynes proposed all of the following payments for approval, seconded by Cllr. Richardson, all agreed

  (inc those received post agenda publication)
	Date of Invoice 
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£446.37
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/21
	HRMC
	PAYE
	£3.60
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/11/21
	Tilstock Bradbury Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£19.00
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/11/21
	PlusNet
	Ash Hall Broadband 
	£25.20
	LG (M.P) Act 1976 s19

	30/11/21
	Norton in Hales PC
	Printer ink recharge (annual cost exc VAT)
	£122.54
	LGA 1972 s111

	23/11/21
	Dixons Retail SSC AR
	IT equipment
	£775.90
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/11/21
	Ash Parish Room 
	Hire of Hall for PC meetings 2020/21
	£180.00
	LGA 1972 s111


c)
Parish Halls funding requests
Members considered the application from Tilstock Village Hall for funding for a cooking range & illuminated sign. Proposed by Cllr. Blyth to approve the application and seconded by Cllr. A. Allen, all agreed.

RESOLVED:  the funding is approved. 
d) Notice board provision – no further comment on quotes as no permission has yet been received from the local highway authority to site the boards. 
e) 
2022-23 Budget setting and precept requirement consideration 
The Chairman noted that £40k of the neighbourhood fund has been earmarked for the parish halls leaving 13K plus and additional 6K received for this year. General reserves are quite high. No need to raise precept. Members acknowledged receipt of the budget information and had nothing to add and nothing in dispute. Election costs will be invoiced in the next financial year. 
f) 
Parish Halls
 - 
CCTV provision members had today received the revised quote for the trench for consideration. They had previously approved expenditure for the cameras. Cllr. Hunter proposed that the quote be accepted and seconded by Cllr. Dodd.  
Members recommended further investigation into the provision for a projector for Ash Village Hall for method of fixing and fixing and price for installation 
Members are favourably disposed to installation of EV charge points in the future. In addition, consider the marking out the car park at Tilstock 
g)
To consider the provision of EV points for Tilstock car park in Council ownership, the main complication being lack of power to the site. 

123/21
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

No matters were raised. 
Banking matters – Cllr. A. Allen expressed reservations regarding a change to a bank with which they were unfamiliar. No further comment.  

124/21
Agenda items for the January Meeting (6th)

Insurance on play equipment 

Evidence for possession of the pond
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 21.07 hrs.  
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