
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held remotely via Zoom on 6th April 2021

Chairman:
Cllr A Allen

Councillors:
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr T Hunter; 

Cllr W Allen; Cllr RThornhill
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce 

37/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the April Meeting of the Parish Council. There were no annoucements. No members of the public had requested to attend the Meeting. 
 
38/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Cllrs A Allen, Dodd, Taylor and Thornhill declared an interest in the planning application: 21/00839/FUL as shareholders. 

39/21
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st March 2021. 
Concillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the late Meeting. Cllr Thronhill proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

40/21
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

41/21
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk
- No matters were reported or raised.

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
- Cllr Dakin sent his apologies

42/21
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports
Cllr Dodd reported that all is in good order. Cllr Butler reported that Tilstock is also in good order.  
b)
Housing needs survey – The Clerk reported that the report should be released this week.
c)
Strategic Objective – for Councillors to discuss formulating an objectives plan
Cllr Butler reported that she had downloaded a few plans for consideration.  Councillors discussed what sort of format they envisaged their report might take and how they should go about getting information.  It was agreed, proposed by Cllr Allen, seconded by Cllr Butler, that Cllr s Power, Blyth and Hunter should liaise and formulate an initial scheme which they will bring back to the Council for approval and to take forward. All agreed. Resolved.
d)
Meeting type/venue format – an update
The Clerk reported that that the remote meeting capability will be reviewed later this month with the Government due to vote on whether it will be extended. If not, the May meeting will be held in person according to Government guidelines in place at the time.  

e)
To set date for remote Annual Parish Meeting in April
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 19th April 2021 via Zoom to enable public participation, proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk confirmed that the date of the May meeting would be 17th May 2021. 

43/21
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; 
Councillors noted an email received from a Tilstock resident.  
Footpath issues were reported. The Clerk was asked to write to some landowners to ask them to keep the footpaths and rights of way open this year and free from maize.  
An update was given regarding a blocked drain reported at previous meetings.  The Environment Agency and Kier have attended and the landowner has reportedly also carried out works to resolve the issue. 

44/21
Planning

a)
Applications: 
21/01183/FUL  (validated: 09/03/2021)
Address:  Parlour Barn, Broughall Farm, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AF
Proposal:  Erection of single storey extensions to side and rear of dwelling; elevational alterations
Applicant: Mr P Bower
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QPNZHFTDLBL00
No comments. 

21/00839/FUL  (validated: 05/03/2021)
Address:  White Lion Inn, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of a building to provide a multi-functional space in association with the White Lion Public House and community use to include change of use (retrospective)
Applicant: The White Lion Ash Community Pub Ltd (Mrs Judith Griffin, White Lion Inn, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, SY13 4DR)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QOOSZSTDKTH00
Cllr A Allen, Thronhill, Taylor and Dodd did not participate in the discussion. 
Concillors noted that this is a retrospective application.  The adjacent neighbor has objected to the potential noise in the evening as the gable end is 1m from the property.  Councillor sreqested noise mitigations and curfew on use to prevent noise nuisance.  They agreed to support the proposal in principle providing there is no nuisance to the neighbours.  All agreed. 
b)
Decisions: 
  21/00260/FUL  (validated: 27/01/2021)
Address:  Parkside, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Erection of rear and side extension and a detached 2 bay garage/carport to include the raising of the roof
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QN58VFTDK1500



20/04923/FUL The Green, New Woodhouses
Decision: Grant Permission
45/21
 Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting)
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns : Footpaths;

Cllr Dodd reported that some work has been done on the footway from Whitchurch to ash but more is needed to complete the job.  
Councillors discussed joining forces with other local parish councils post election to try to get improvements made to the current road conditions. Potholes are dangerous and numerous.  
No dates given as yet for the installation of the VAS for Ash Parva.

46/21
Finance:
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the financial spreadsheets circulated by the Clerk via email along with the current bank statements. Councillors confirmed that they were content that the bank reconciliation is in line with the bank statements.  
b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 
Cllr Power proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. 
c)
External audit instructions – to acknowledge receipt
The Clerk informed Councillors that this year’s audit instructions have been received. The internal audit will be carried out shortly at the end of the month/beginning of May.  
d)
Website domain name renewal – to confirm 1 year’s renewal £14.39 
The Clerk confirmed that she had paid for the renewal for one year. To review next year for a longer term. 
e)
Grant funding request applications 
Councillors noted a grant funding request for equipment for a toddler group to be run at the White Lion pub. Cllr Thornhill recommended that the equipment should be given to the group wanting to run the event rather than the venue wishing to host it.  Councillors agreed that this would be the most sensible approach. 
The Clerk informed Councillors that Tailstock Village Hall has drawn up a wish list. This will be forwarded to Shropshire Council for approval by the CiL Team for Neighbourhood Fund spend. 

The Clerk reported that the Highways Dept has agreed to paint lines for disabled spaces in the Tailstock car park for c£100.

It was noted that the green boxes in Ash owned by Severn Trent are due for removal following a request submitted by a member of  the public. The Clerk confirmed that she had requested the same a number of years ago with no progress.  The same member of  the public has volunteered to undertake some remedial jobs such as repainting the flag pole however the Clerk highlighted health and safety concerns about asking uninsured members of the public to undertake such jobs adjacent the Highway. Clerk to make some enquiries locally for a handyman.  
	Date


	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of expenditure

	30/03/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/04/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	70.78
	100452
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	
	
	
	
	


47/21
Roadworks:
Road Closure:  A41/A525 Wrexham Road Roundabout Start Date: 7th April 2021 End Date: 30th April 2021
Purpose: Site 410 Road Closure for Surface Dressing - Prep Work Dates 07-08 April - 20:00 - 06:00 Dressing Dates 12-16 April Daytime Working Lining 26-30 April Daytime Working PLEASE NOTE WORKS ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT AND DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ212SD-000410

Enforcement pattern for A41/A525 Wrexham Road Roundabout: All the time
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=121718423
Should you have any queries regarding this closure, please call Customer Services on 0345 6789006, or contact the Street Works Team on streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk.

Noted.

48/21
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the 
grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.

Councillors discussed a response to a query sent to the Planning Enforcement Team and expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of response.  The Councillors were seeking information regarding the Officer’s decision making process. Clerk to submit an FOI request raising 3 points as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. 

49/21
Agenda items for May’s Meeting (Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to be held on 17th May)

There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 20:20pm. 
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