
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 7th March 2016 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr R Butler; Cllr A Allen; Cllr C Chambers; 
Cllr T Hunter; Cllr S Power, Cllr L Chesters; Cllr W Allen; 
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the March meeting of the Parish Council, opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  There were four members of the public present.  Mrs Ellison queried the website address and availability of minutes.  Cllr Martinson confirmed that the new website is now live.  Mrs Ellison reported that the footway in front of Legrand nursing home and school is still in need of attention.  This item has been reported previously.  Mrs Ellison further enquired if there is any possibility of a new piece of playground equipment for Tilstock.  The Chair replied both villages need updated play equipment.  Commented that more money is spent in Ash than Tilstock.  Mr Ellison: hurdles on B5476 have been ‘done’ incorrectly. Tim Sneddon at Shropshire has agreed that the work needs re-doing.  Site visit carried out, another due.  Hedge in car park – still in need of cutting.  Has checked with tenant if they are in fact responsible.  To pursue.  Blocked grid in Tilstock near Legrand (report).  Mr Parker potholes Church Lane, in front of Greenfields bungalow SY13 4EA, Ashwood lane; outside Tara; Brown Moss potholes on through road.  Queried choice of grounds maintenance company.  Chair has had a meeting with the company and outlined expectations.  Higginson Trust AGM: 1k for next 3 years to St John Talbot School Duke of Edinburgh scheme. Mr Ferris made a representation on planning item brought forward from last meeting at 3 Sunnybank.  Not in keeping and over development – larger than previous application/potential parking issue.  Amended plans – appears little attention given to ensuring kept in keeping.    

2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent: as above, no apologies

3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests: Chair declared possible bias in Sunnybank planning item and stated intention to leave the room during discussions.

4 Requests for Dispensations for DPIs: None


5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st February 2016: Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Dodd proposed the Minutes, seconded by Cllr Chambers, as a true and accurate copy, all agreed.  The Minutes were duly signed by the Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: 3 Sunnybank.  Grounds maintenance meeting: explained areas of dissatisfaction previous year; set out mowing schedule, weed spraying etc which will be done twice a year.  Contract to run March to March.  

7 Unitary Councillor’s report: Cllr Dakin confirmed pothole issue in Church Lane: has spoken to highways to request holes are done.  Cllr Dakin gave an update regarding Prees Heath common: Letter from natural England circulated previously. Situation to be closely monitored.  
8
Community Policing Update: to include PCC Newsletters/West Mercia PCC update: Town and Parish Council survey (results online).  Rural Action day: being planned by local force to be held on 19/3/16 in civic centre to engage with community to discuss local concerns. WTC, Ightfield PC, 
Whixall PC, and Whitchurch Rural PC invited.  Chair to attend.         .../2
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9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – PC inspection reports: Ash playground update given by Chair.  Tilstock village hall has requested increase in funding: £200 previously given annually for assistance with costs –£220 spend on grass cutting last year alone..  Cllr Chesters reported £2-3k spent on repairs in the last year.  The PC also gives £500 to Hall for general upkeep.  Chair queried if anyone knows what this includes.  Whole area including sports field included: Cllr Chambers proposed given one off payment. Chair suggested request was for ongoing increase in fund.  Chair suggested £300 pa instead.  Cllr chambers seconded.  All agreed.  Clerk to advise.  Cllr Chesters to request breakdown of costs of £500 donated annually.  Tilstock Hall AGM hall 4th April 2016 at 7:30pm. Cllr Chesters to continue in role as PC rep.  
ii)
Street lighting: a) items to report: No 15 is off in Ash – was day-burning now it is off. Clerk to report.   
11
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: covered in public session: Ash Lane potholes.  Cllr Dakin reported reduction in budget from £20m to £8m.
ii)
Safer Roads Partnership Scheme: update of volunteers: no volunteers have come forward. Equipment has been earmarked for use in Tilstock.  6 names have come forward: Cllr Chambers to advise West Mercia Police.  
iv)
Road closure: 

Alkington Road, Whitchurch   Date and duration: 14th April 2016 for 1 day (09.30-16.00) 

Purpose: Boundary Box Renew    Utility: Severn Trent Water
12
Housekeeping

Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
i) LJC: W Allen reported from meeting: crime figures given, parking in high street being reformed; community police officer reported speed watching to be operated from Whitchurch through to Bletchley.  Youth commissioning update from centre north east; Clive Wright gave a presentation; 

ii) NSAC: cancellation of meeting on 21/3/16 due to be 20 June 2016 – Chair to attend; 
iii)  Village Hall Committees: Tilstock contribution increase covered previously: solar panels now installed;  Ash: no report
iv) Charities: meeting to discuss residency for 33 Doddington – no meeting held, decision taken via email;  Ash School House Charity: Trust gives to children 16+ to further their education: trustees recently changed: changes to charity administration to go on website: £500 max to be shared at discretion of trustees pa.  Whitchurch Relief in Need to meet this week.

v) Emergency planning – Cllr Thompson reported that he and Cllr Chesters intend to inspect the model recommended prior to ordering.  Cllr Chesters suggested there may be some funding after April so maybe worth waiting to further investigate this.  Ambulance poor response times rurally reported: suggestion made to train fire service personnel for immediate treatment. Cllr Power queried why waiting and proposed ordering immediately: Cllr Hunter seconded.  7 in favour of ordering immediately, 3 abstained. Annual meeting 15th June 2016 6:30 Shirehall.  Cllr Thompson to action.
vi) Tilstock School – update from Cllr Chambers: no progress on fencing.
a
Website – update on new site: now live at www.whitchurchruralparishcouncil.org.uk: Clerk has purchased domain name.  Photos being submitted.  Cllrs Martinson and Butler to train to load notices/news/events.  Planning feature to update on applications, new, in progress etc.
b
Parish Plan – Update from Chair: updated leaflet being produced in conjunction with LJC:  Ideas needed from residents to update. Thanks to Nicki Young for help producing leaflet.          .../3
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13 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information : circulated for info
iii) Twemlows Community Benefit Fund: Offer letter: £6264 offered as a grant from the solar farm from the benefit fund.  To be spent on upgrading street lighting to LED.  Chair gave overview of costs involved and quotes from EON.  Fund would have liked to have given all £10k but some has already been allocated. Chair gave overview of costs and how much would need to come out of reserves to complete first phase.  Order can be done within 6 weeks.  Cllrs discussed taking this grant compared with saying no and trying to apply for more money next year.  Chair recommended accepting and covering costs out of the precept plus grant.  Drop in reserves would still leave enough for contingencies.  Cllr Dodd proposed accepting, seconded by Cllr A Allen.  Cllr Thompson requested that the Chair requests the balance from the fund in next financial year.  All in favour of accepting grant. Chair duly signed letter as requested.  
iv) Cllr Power proposed, seconded by Cllr W Allen the Clerk’s salary payment.  Other payments proposed by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr A Allen. All payments approved.  Renewal of affiliation to Whitchurch Walkers also approved (£5).
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	29/02/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	29/02/16
	M Joyce
	Expenses March 15-Feb 16
	£149.25
	100252

	03/03/16
	M Joyce
	Website domain name
	£71.88
	100253

	01/03/16
	Whitchurch Walkers
	Annual membership
	£5.00
	100254


SALC website training invoice for the Clerk’s training session to be presented at the next meeting.
13
 Planning:

i) Applications: 
16/00219/FUL: 3 Sunnybank : Cllr Hunter took the Chair: Cllr Martinson left the room.  Councillors confirmed that they had seen the amendment to the original scheme.  Cllrs agreed that this amendment does not address the problems of access, drainage etc.  Although not all material planning concerns, Councillors expressed views that the proposed extension would overlook the adjacent property and would reduce privacy, does not fit in with other properties, loss of light for neighbouring property. Councillors agreed it is over development of the site – out of proportion for the size of plot.  Visual impact – overbearing nature of project. Original development allowed on basis that they were small houses. Cllr Chambers proposed objecting on basis of over development.  7 object, 2 in favour; Visual impact and overbearing. Cllr Martinson returned to the Meeting.  Object.

16/00749/REM (validated: 22/02/2016) Land Adjacent To Heathfields, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
: Approval of reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to outline planning permission ref 14/02131/OUT for the erection of two dwellings: Cllrs confirmed that they have seen plans. In keeping with outline.  No objections.  Support.

16/00622/FUL (validated: 12/02/2016)
 Address: Grove Cottage , Foxes Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4EF
 Proposal: Erection of single storey and two storey extensions and new porch to front: enlarged/altered: support with one abstention (Cllr A Allen too big?)

16/00174/FUL Conversion of agricultural buildings to two dwellings: formation new access: Barns to the west of Hollins House Farm, Hollins Lane, Tilstock: no objections, agreed to support.                               .../4

Minutes of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council Meeting held on 07/03/16 pg4


13
 Planning cont
16/00608/FUL: Erection of a single storey front extension: Ten Sing, Tilstock: no objections: Cllr A Allen expressed concerns that it is too big. All agreed to support with 1 abstention.
16/00601/FUL: Erection of a replacement dwelling and detached double garage: 1 Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva
- original application approved. When set out it was too close to the road, want to move property backwards.  New application for site.  No objections.  Support.

ii)
Decisions: 15/04714/FUL (validated: 10/11/2015)
 Address: Land On Runway At Twemlows Hall, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
 Proposal: Laying of 33KV underground electricity cabling in association with planning permission 14/03957/FUL (revision to previously approved 15/02073/FUL
 Decision: Grant Permission

Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes; NHS bulletins; NALC funding and grants bulletin; Future Fit blog post;

ii) Shropshire Council’s Big Conversation – update: Cllr Martinson gave overview with spreadsheet outlining cuts to services.  Will need to think going forward how the Parish Council will fund uptake of services locally cut by Shropshire Council.  Brief discussion over hedge cutting and landowners responsibilities.  Highways responsible to centre of hedge.  Last year Chair wrote to landowners who kindly cut their hedges.  Need to plan going forward.  Can be done under health and safety issues if in nesting period.  Cllr Thompson proposed approaching contractors who cut hedges. 2 in favour, rest of councillors abstained.  Councillors agreed to take same approach as last year.   
iii) Whitchurch Rural Action Day – covered under policing
iv) Non emergency patient transport information – by email. Chair recommended supporting NSW in future.  
v) Landowner and Farmer’s Guide: Public Rights of Way – Clerk drew attention to new leaflet. 
vi) ‘Clean for the Queen’ – litter pick took place in Ash.  

15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

Thursday 7th April 7-9pm Place Plan redesign meeting.   Civic centre for Whitchurch Town Council, Whitchurch Rural, Ightfield and Prees Parish Councils. Area chosen as flagship to re-design the Plans.  

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9:07pm.  
Next Meeting 4th April in Tilstock. 

Whitchurch Rural Parish Council - Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th March 2016 were approved at a Meeting held on 4th April 2016

Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...


