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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th June 2022 at the Parish Rooms, Ash 
Chairman:
Cllr S Power

Councillors:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr R Thornhill, Cllr R Thompson; Cllr L Loweth
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin
172/22
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

(no decisions to be taken)

Cllr S Power welcomed everyone to the June meeting of the Parish Council, declaring it open at 7:15pm. 
Two  members of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr M Haynes
Cllr G Dakin was in attendance. Cllrs Taylor and Hunter were absent.
A resident expressed thanks for the money given for the jubilee celebrations and thanks to the village groups for putting on wonderful celebrations and said how good it was to see lots of new faces.  
A resident raised cars exiting the one-way system the wrong way.  More people appear to be doing this and there is a concern about an accident resulting from this. Suggested Shropshire Council Highways, Police and the Parish Council have a site meeting to find a resolution.  
Cllr Loweth was introduced to the Council members.  Cllr Loweth was co-opted at the previous meeting.


173/22 
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94) 
No declarations were received.


174/22 
Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 03/05/22 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Cllr Thornhill proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Dodd , all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Cllr Richardson proposed the draft annual parish meeting minutes to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the draft minutes.  

175/22 
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

Policies: Cllr Power, Cllr A Allen, all agreed.
Notice board: Cllr Blyth has approached Gleeson to fund a new notice board for Prees Heath.  They have asked for further details.  43 houses (23 already sold) are being built in total. Cllr Blyth to meet on site once the show home has opened. 

176/22 
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Cllr Dakin reported that the local roadworks seem to be working well with the new tarmac being used.  Shirehall will almost certainly not re-open as offices, they will be relocated into the Darwin or Riverside centres.  Shirehall will probably be sold off for housing.  The A5 relief road is still short of funding. A team from Shropshire Council will be travelling around on a bus visiting local towns to answer the public’s questions.  
The road scheme upgrade in  Ash Parva has now gone to the contractor and has been scheduled for this financial year.  

177/22 
Housekeeping 
a) 
Play area inspections: Confirmation of play area annual inspections; Ash slide step repairs
 A member of the Ash Village Hall committee has alerted the Council to a repair needed for the slide platform and steps.  Cllr Power proposed that the repairs are made prior to the June annual inspection, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 
Tilstock playground is in good order. 
All inspections to be undertaken at least monthly.  
b) 
Land registrations
The Clerk updated that the Solicitor has recommended registering the land by the Ash Parva pond as a ‘village green’ which has equivalent status to common land. This will prevent any future development.  He thinks that an application for adverse possession will be unlikely to succeed as the land has not been fenced off to prevent use by other parties ie to ensure sole use, which is a requirement. Councillors discussed the risks involved to groups maintaining the area and liability.  Cllr Power proposed that the Parish Council considers this information further and discusses it at the next meeting , seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  
The Solicitor has not heard anything from the Solicitor regarding the handing over of the other land areas. 

c)
Defibrillators
The Clerk reported that she is still awaiting a response from Shropshire Council regarding a defib for Prees Heath.  

178/22
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Farm fire safety leaflet; Track renewal at Prees Heath notification; Oswestry-Gobowen stakeholder engagement; Shropshire Council's draft housing allocation policy for consultation; Confirmation of insurance policy renewal; Shropshire Library consultation;
No matters were raised for discussion.
179/22
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)

a) 
Applications:
22/02270/FUL  (validated: 27/05/2022)
Address:  Lea Hall Farm, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NP
Proposal:  Installation of additional 50kW of ground mounted solar panels
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRBS7PVTDFZQ00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5dc42b5771e4e82fea008da400abfd3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637892712146686862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=2mI15fT6605IwQLhNDeIypIUPJhBe5yxFeCvFXlrXwQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
No objections were raised. Cllr Dodd proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed.

 22/02204/FUL  (validated: 10/05/2022)
Address:  Ashwood Cottage, 3 - 4 Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DY
Proposal:  Erection of extensions and internal alterations
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRBMNH9TDFWH00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C9b25188b91f14e9037d808da3daf3f42%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637890120125720642%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=OC7bccE6Xz4YZDruOvvGWw3P6A1gipHaEh7DnjtaDic%3D&amp;reserved=0
Councillors discussed the plans.  Cllr Thornhill proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all ageed. 

22/02152/FUL  (validated: 19/05/2022)
Address:  Pinfold Cottage, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EN
Proposal:  Proposed replacement of old septic tank with a sewage water treatment plant
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRBF2ZQTD07V00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C4a25fc5e75174436087c08da39c16c04%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637885800140300940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=IWGFKnmSQKR7MNixqM890J35oEn%2BeJjeo%2BGWcIScPqU%3D&amp;reserved=0
The plans were discussed. Cllr Power, Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  Support.

22/02062/FUL  (validated: 17/05/2022)
Address:  Unit 2 Former Grain Store, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Re-configuration of internal road arrangement
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRB2AEDTDFOS00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C31da1cb40b9b498e356b08da382f162f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637884072122828505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=2UYZ1qI69E0ylxR7GUHQA7LSETDYybM%2B8xRuoaN9Xig%3D&amp;reserved=0
Cllr Power proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 

22/01991/FUL  (validated: 26/04/2022)
Address:  Avonmore, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NS
Proposal:  Erection of a porch
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRAY3JHTD0HG00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C34970fec2d67444ad6ad08da32aef11e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637878024185824765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=m%2BIQgKiLgKbX%2FnzoEy7%2F0WF%2FMA50Ti%2FIg8ngywgrDek%3D&amp;reserved=0
Cllr Thompson proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. 

b) 
Decisions:
22/01681/FUL  (validated: 07/04/2022)
Address:  Broughall Farm, Parlour Barn , Nantwich Road, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AF
Proposal:  Widening of existing door opening
Decision:  Refuse
22/01075/FUL  (validated: 17/03/2022)
Address:  The Bracknell, 16 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Erection of detached dwelling and garage (modified proposal)
Decision:  Grant Permission

180/22 
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
Eon street lighting maintenance contract. £451.41 plus VAT annually. Cllr Richardson, Cllr Thornhill seconded all agreed. 
Clerk to chase Eon for an update on the additional street lighting order.

i)
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns 
Councillors discussed the outstanding footpath outside The Smithy in Ash Magna which needs to installed. This is responsibility of the owner as a condition of the planning permission – some issues are believed to exist in finding a contractor to undertake the work.  Clerk to raise with the Planning Department. 
Traffic reportedly not stopping adequately from the by-pass from Wrexham Road to see traffic coming out of the Alderford exit.  Clerk to raise with Highways and ask for roundabouts to be monitored. 
The Councillors discussed that there are 2 car washes in Prees Heath and queried if there is a need for 2 within 100 metres of each other.  Councillors queried if permission is required. 

Members further discussed the possibility of a speed indicator sign to be installed in Tilstock on the bend before railway bridge.  It was decided that there might be insufficient visibility in this area for a sign.   A VAS sign for the Wem road going into Tilstock was put forward for consideration.  

ii)
Feedback from any matters raised with Shropshire Council
Cllr Power suggested creating a live list to monitor matters previously reported to Highways which are still outstanding.  Councillors to submit matters to the  Clerk which they have raised previously.
iii)
Ash Magna one way signage
Councillors discussed the matter of a recent near miss on the one way system. This has been inspected by the police.  They suggested that a physical barrier be installed to encourage drivers to turn left rather than right.  Some cones have been put out in the interim.  This area of land is common land.  Planters have been suggested.  Cars are also exiting the Grosset Way incorrectly by the Village Hall.   The police have suggested that the keep left sign be moved so that it is more visible from by the pub.  Local people appear to be ignoring the one way system.  Councillors discussed the risks and the likelihood of anyone adhering to any temporary measures put out.  To request police presence to occasionally check this area.  It was suggested that new/clearer road markings might help make the system clearer. The problem seems to be particularly bad from 5-6pm with people leaving the pub and at pub closing times.  Clerk to contact Highways for remedies and to ask the police to monitor. 

iv)
Jubilee tree planting
Tree planting will be on Tilstock’s next agenda for discussion.  To be raised with Ash Village Hall  potential locations are being considered.  
Cllr Richardson to dig out the trees which have been planted without permission next to the Church wall in the car park. The have been reduced in height and poisoned.  

v)
Road Closure:  B5476 (Steel Road end to Tilstock Road), Tilstock
Start Date: 20th June 2022End Date: 26th June 2022
Purpose: Site 22-42. Capital resurfacing scheme. Daytime road closures - weekdays 09:30-14:45 and weekends 07:00-17:00.
Works Promoter:   Shropshire CouncilWorks Promoter Ref: UJ212RS-1823205
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=128745855
181/22 
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Latest statements have been circulated via email and Councillors updated on payments and receipts made so far this year. The Accounts will be updated once 2021-22 accounts have been closed down. 

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Invoices, as outlined below, were proposed for payment by Cllr Thompson, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

c) 
To receive and accept the Internal Auditor’s report and findings
Cllr Power proposed acknowledgement of the Internal Auditor’s report and findings therein, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. 
d)
To complete the Annual Governance Statement
Councillors reviewed the Statement and completed the questions positively.  Cllr Thompson proposed that the form be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk, seconded by Cllr Blyth all agreed. Resolved. 
e)
To approve the Annual Accounting Statement for the financial year 2021-22 AGAR for return to the External Auditor
Cllr Richardson proposed the approval of the Annual Accounting Statement for the 2021-22 year end accounts, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. 
	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	28/02/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£545.12
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/03/22
	PlusNet
	Ash Hall Broadband 
	£25.20
	DD
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	06/06/22
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£98.75
	100514
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/05/22
	Barlows 
	Cooker for Tilstock VH
	£659.00
	100515
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	24/05/22
	Starboard Sys Ltd
	Scribe Software
	£345.60
	100516
	LGA 1972 s112

	15/05/22
	SDH Accts
	Internal Audit invoice
	£175
	100517
	

	13/05/22
	Playdale
	Ash VH play equipment 50% deposit
	£15214.37 (tbc)
	100518
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	
	VOID
	
	
	100519
	


e)
Ash Village Hall playground project update
A 50% deposit payment has been requested as listed above. 
f)
Neighbourhood Fund spend working group terms of reference
Cllr power recommended that a couple of Councillors from each ward get together to determine proposals for future Neighbourhood Fund spend in line with the strategic objective survey due to be launched.  To review for July, distribute and get results back in for September. 
g)
SmartWater

Cllr Power proposed an advertising budget of £200  for the rollout of SmartWater, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Cllr Power proposed payment of £3738 for the kits, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. 
The public left the Meeting. 

182/22 
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a) 
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
Result of the appeal notice received from the Planning Inspectorate had been received and noted. 

183/22 
Agenda items for the next Ordinary Meeting to be held on 4th July  2022 in Tilstock Village Hall.

There being no further matters for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:11pm.
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