
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at AshVillage Hall on Monday 13th April 2015 at 7:15pm


Acting Chair:

Cllr S Martinson
Councillors Present: 
Cllr R Butler, Cllr W Allen, Cllr A Allen; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr L Chesters;

Cllr P Thompson; Cllr S Power

Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Welcome & Public Session
Councillor Martinson welcomed everyone to the April Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council and thanked Cllr Hunter for Chairing the March meeting in her absence.    Two members of the public were present and Unitary Cllr Dakin was also in attendance.
Mr Parker reported one light out and gave an update from the Higginson Trust. The Clerk and Chair confirmed that Eon are replacing the lights within the original quote and the Parish Council will be charged mainly for labour with parts being supplied as refurbished and at very low cost.
Mr Ellison updated Councillors on the rubbish/recycling bin situation in Tilstock car park.  
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent

Councillors present as noted above.  Cllr Dodd sent apologies, which were duly accepted.  
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests – Cllr Power declared an interest in the planning items.

4 Dispensations of DPIs - None


5 Approval of Minutes of previous Meeting held on 2nd March 2015.
Councillors confirmed that they have received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Thompson proposed them to be a true and accurate account, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed, duly signed by the Chair.
6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Dakin reported regarding the signage for the name changing as it may potentially affect the post codes.  Street Name and Numbering should be sending through a form to complete.  Clerk to contact to obtain a form.  
Solar farm will require an application form for completion in order to apply for funding.


7 Unitary Councillor’s Report

Cllr Dakin raised the litter pick in Ash due on 18th April and queried where the rubbish would be stored.  Severn Trent responsible for the drainage from Tilstock to Calverhall along the main road. House proposed at South of Magna Dene has yet to apply to connect to the mains.  Ownership of the land in front of the White Lion pub is unknown by Shropshire Council.  Cllr Martinson has an update on this item which will be covered later in the agenda.
Land at the bottom of Hospital Lane: an offence to use motorcycles on open access land and referred to Natural England. Routes used are not public right of way. Investigating alternative avenues to stop the bikes using the heath.  
8
Community Policing Update  - Nothing to report.   
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9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground: Cllr Martinson has been carrying out inspections on a monthly basis. Annual inspection due in June.  Tilstock’s playground has been closed due to zip wire issues which are being attended to.  Play area in Ash very soft underfoot and issues with the football nets being in need of repair.  New grounds maintenance contractors have started their duties.  Overhanging tree in Ash still needs cutting back – Mr Allen has been contacted to attend to.  Another tree has recently split and fallen onto landowners side not the play area but trees could benefit from an inspection.  Large machinery being used to maintain the trees could cause surface problems while ground so wet.  
ii)
Street lights: Eon have carried out remedial works following works by Scottish Power which failed to meet Eon’s requirements.  
Light end of Hollins Lane is dayburning.  Light opp Tara dayburning. 

Cllr Martinson spoke to Eon engineers about LED lighting and reported that it is ‘virtually maintenance free’.  Cllr Martinson is aiming to visit local villages who have installed LED lighting and will discuss companies/prices/styles. Cllrs discussed potential light pollution concerns.  Email sent to community fund manager in charge of solar farm to enquire as to whether funds would be available for this type of project.    

10 Highways
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested
Potholes on the verge along Tilstock Lane (Silverdene and forward): Ash Lane ongoing.  Ashwood Lane also.  Clerk to report. Signpost still in need of repair on Hospital Lane. Signs also still in need of repair Whitchurch to Ash.
ii)
Prees Heath Car Park/Application for Pill Box/Public Toilets: Cllr Martinson informed the Councillors that the Prees Heath toilets are no longer open which had not been relayed to WRPC.  Application for a Pill box may result in visitors using the car park and requiring the toilets.  Litter and human faeces waste has been reported as a health hazard. Cllrs noted that the new pill box being applied for does not have a top to it.  The public toilets were agreed to be an essential provision.  Cllr Dakin reported that he has suggested parking charge enforcement measures are put in place as a priority. Meeting with SC Leader to discuss this on Thursday.  Fencing car park broken and needs replacing.  Closed for 2 years prior to re-opening for 12 months.  VOSA have been using the site 16 times in the last month.  No revenue is gained from this activity.  Cllr Dakin has requested support from the PC in this matter.  Original permanent pill box already in place 200 yards from the new proposed site.  Cllrs agreed the new pill box could create more issues with litter, car parking etc.  Cllrs agreed to strongly support Cllr Dakin’s plans for the tidying up of the area etc.  Clerk to write to Clive Wright Chief Exec and Keith Barrow.  No bins on the car park so the litter is blowing over into local business premises.  Rubbish bins also to be requested and added to a collection route. Car park given to SC about 10 years ago following Highways Commission (who installed the car park) de-trunking the road. Cllrs agreed that this is the first view of Whitchurch and it is a disgrace.  
iii)
Registration of various parcels of land – Cllr Martinson has been in touch with the Land Registry.  Need to apply with maps and map references: Memorial, land outside pub, land opp flagpole, duck pond in Parva and the bluebell weed (Back Ash Lane).  Cllr Martinson asked if Cllrs wish to pursue this in order to keep land for the Parish.  Charge made for each piece of land: land registry decides if the application is successful.  Fee involved c£30-40 each plot.  Cllr Martinson proposed applying to the land registry for ownership, seconded by Cllr Thompson.  Cllrs voted in favour. Cllr Dodd to assist Cllr Martinson.
iv) 
Removal of recycling banks (Tilstock car park) – Clerk reported that the request to remove has been made again via Waste Management.  Cllr Martinson has inspected the car parking issue.  Cllrs discussed parking opp bus stop which they queried as an offence.  Clerk to ask police Sgt Clare Greenwood to approach residents to ask them to park elsewhere.  
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Fly tipping reported in Tilstock car park.  Mr Ellison has removed the rubbish.  Cllr Butler to request that local people watch out for people fly tipping. Cllr Hunter suggested fly tipping warning notice for the car park.  CCTV in operation warning signs suggested. Clerk to request signage.
v)
Gypsy encampment: close to junction of hospital lane.  Horse drawn caravans and 3/4 vehicles on common land.  Cllr Dakin has spoken to Highways.  To be provided with rubbish bags to clear up.  Have been advised they need to move on and to keep the area clean.  Item agenda for next month – to keep situation monitored.
vi)
Advice Notice: Ash litter pick scheduled for Saturday 18th April 9:30am

11
Housekeeping

a) 
Reports from representatives on external bodies:
i) LJC: Next meeting 17th June Fauls Green.  
ii)
 NSAC: still no meeting; 
iii)  
Village Hall Committees: Tilstock 22nd April AGM.  Email received asking for rep from PC.  Ash: full programme plant sale, fun day, produce show with potato competition; Cllr Martinson suggested inter village tennis competition; 
iv) 
Charities: No report from Whitchurch in Need; Cllr Butler reported no Meeting; 
v) 
Emergency planning: Seminar scheduled for 3rd June. Cllr Martinson will attend with Cllr Thompson.
vi) 
SALC: affiliation fees issued; training schedule released; 
b)
Annual Parish Meeting/Annual Meeting of the Parish Council: Clerk has given notices for display to encourage new councillors and for residents to give feedback. Discussed.  Cllr Butler to put the notices onto Facebook. Cllr Martinson has sourced some bio-degradable spray paint for the dog waste issue.  Cllrs agreed to the purchase of the paint.  Signage discussed.

12 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information : The Clerk distributed copies for information.  Bank 
statements were made available for inspection. Clerk to email cash book.  Year end closing balance presented and approved.  
ii) 
Invoices for payment – as below.  Proposed for payment by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr S Power .  All agreed.  Clerk’s salary proposed by Cllr Hunter, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/03/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£321.28
	SO

	06/02/15
	D Gresty
	Playground remedial
	£335.00
	100215

	09/02/15
	D Gresty
	Notice board Prees Heath
	£280.00
	100216

	01/04/15
	SALC
	Affiliation fees
	£498.64
	100217

	
	Scottish Power
	Charges
	
	


Confirmation of precept payment due in on 20th April £17,939.00.  Rate demand for car park less small business relief received, nil balance owed.  

Bank mandate signatories updated. Salary amendment update.  

Clerk to request statement date change to run 1-31st month.

Cllr Martinson circulated budget forecast to date and ran through expected expenditure for the year which should be in the region of £17,650.  Bus shelter in Prees Heath due to be redecorated.  Cllr Martinson requested Councillors consider projects for expenditure for the next financial year.  
Ash Bowling club has submitted a quote for concreting four sections of path.  Cllr Hunter confirmed it is for a footpath for disabled people.  Cllr Martinson suggested they complete the funding request form giving 3 

quotes and reasoning Clerk to email Cllr Hunter the website link for the form.  Clerk confirmed S137 payment requirements.  External audit forms received to be returned by end June. 
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13
 Planning

i)
Applications: Cllr Power left the meeting during the discussion.
15/00283/FUL: Erection of replica WW1 pillbox, Prees Heath car and lorry park, Prees Heath; Cllrs discussed the scheme and the potential problems which may arise.  Adjacent to a closed toilet.  No roof so not weather proof.  Wooden structure, unsuitable for purpose, wrong location.  Removal of hedge for a non permanent display does not seem worthwhile.  Cllr Thompson proposed declining the unsuitable/detrimental; other issues already exist in this area which may be worsened by this being installed.  All voted to object; All agreed to object.
15/01143/FUL: Proposed single storey rear extension: 4 Ash Lane, Ash

Cllr viewed the plans and discussed the scheme and agreed to support it.
ii)
 Decisions:
  14/03582/OUT Land East Of Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
 Outline application for the erection of two dwellings with associated amenity space to include means of access
 Decision: Grant Permission
14/04941/FUL The Coach House, Alkington Hall Barns, Alkington, Whitchurch, SY13 3NG
 Erection of single storey rear extension Decision: Grant Permission                                   




14
Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc: distributed by email

ii) Other information received by email/hard copy: 
Parliamentary election notices: Notices distributed for display
Whitchurch Walkers Event: Notice for display
Annual Town and Parish Emergency Planning Seminar: Meeting date noted. Cllrs Thompson and Chesters to attend.
15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda
Brown Moss fencing: update : Clerk to request ‘plan b’ from the Countryside team - fencing now inappropriate

There being no other business the Chair thanked Councillors for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:09 pm.
Date of next meetings: 
Monday 11th May, Ash Village Hall
Annual Parish Meeting and the 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
Whitchurch Rural Parish Council
Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th April 2015 were accepted and approved by 

Whitchurch Rural Parish Council at a Meeting held on:  

Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...

