Minutes of the Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 6th February 2017 

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 6th March 2017 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson 
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr C Chambers; Cllr A Allen
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce


1 Chair’s welcome & announcements 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the March Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  There were 4 members of the public present.  Cllr Dakin was present.

2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest: 
Mr Ellison commented that the drains have not been cleared near the Round House, the Le Grand Nursing Home and Ivy House Farm – all need jetting. Commented that the Schools’ future is looking brighter.  Cllr Chambers queried who takes priority for social housing locally – do local residents have priority? If the properties built were by housing association post 2007 a local connection agreement is in place giving local people priority. Older properties are assessed by Shropshire Council.  Cllr Dakin confirmed new social housing being built is subject to s106 agreements giving local people priority. 

3 To receive apologies/note absences: Apologies received from Cllr P Thompson and Cllr Chesters which were duly accepted by the Council.
4 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct: Cllr W Allen declared an interest in item 8b.
5 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th February 
2017
It was noted that Cllr Power was absent (name appeared in present list but apologies noted).Cllr Hunter otherwise proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. The Chair signed the Minutes.  
6 Matters arising 
Planning application noted 17/00430/FUL as having been completed.


7 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s report: Rates set for Band D £1578.11.  It is looking likely that the School will remain open. There have been 2 expressions of interest of forming an academy. 
b)
Parish Councillors’ report: to include: 
Chair’s report on Ash Parva development: Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the report circulated by the Chair.  Any alterations to conditions would be needed to be applied for and would come before the PC.   
Report from Tilstock Village Hall Meeting: Chair relayed a report from Cllr Chesters about the defibrillator and from the Village Hall regarding the boiler/maintenance and repairs.  Cllr Martinson confirmed that the PC had previously agreed that the Bowling Club would be offered the defibrillator, which had been accepted.  Parish Council insurance will cover the defibrillator. 
Future Fit/Allotments: Nothing to report at present from Cllr Chambers.
Community speed watch scheme : report circulated by Chair. Councillors agreed they had received this.  New form for vetting being drawn up – until this has been finalised new volunteers cannot be registered.  Meeting held with Highways Dept today with Cllrs Chambers, Allen, Chesters and Martinson to discuss installing ‘gated’ entrances to Tilstock – 3 places identified as suitable for 3 entrances into the village for the fencing.  Engineer to draw up plans and measurements.  To be installed on Shropshire Council property. PC will need to purchase the fencing and signage.  Costs hoped for by the next meeting.  
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Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: cont
Cllr A Allen reported back from the NSAC Local Plan Partial Review Meeting.  
Cllr Martinson reported that she and Cllr Allen had attended a meeting in Tisltock Village Hall – only 3 residents wrote on the boards with items requiring attention.  Cllr Allen received a request for a VAS on Wem road.  
c)
Parish Clerk’s update: to include defibrillator/insurance: given under b); elections update – update given
Cllr W Allen gave update on LJC meeting – parking in Whitchurch Tesco car park favoured topic.  Signage is at the right height.  ‘Tesco only shoppers’ signs are incorrect and these should be rectified.  To go to the next planning committee meeting.  No charges to be made – Tesco will prosecute if people park over 3 hours.  

8
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports – nothing new to report; Tilstock still subject to the last annual inspection report citing low risk matters.
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention: one light in Ash which is not working – technician is attending tomorrow.  Cllr Martinson mentioned there is one old yellow light in Church Close which has not be replaced – To be checked by a Councillor.  All other lights are working.  
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services: drain outside no 3 Steel Road is blocked and requires jetting.
-
To receive items to report for attention: 
Parker Allen Way maintenance:  footpath to be made into ‘real’ rather than permissive footpath; The landowner wishes to ‘give’ the land of the footpath, bund and car parking spaces to the PC. Quote needed from grounds maintenance contractor.  Cllr Power queried grass maintenance with the Highway issue.  Contract will increase in costs as a result.  To be discussed next month with a 3 year rolling contract.  
-
To receive update of works previously requested: 
Street name signs – Cllr Power to mark chosen location on map and send to Clerk; 
Brown Moss signage to be chased;
30mph limit for Ash Parva: Chair gave update on applying for release of funds from CiL strategic funds to pay for the 30mph zone to be extended from Ash Magna to Ash Parva.  PC has £706 neighbourhood fund money in account for such a project.  Match funding for amount developer paying for VAS.  
Councillors discussed the matter.  Chair queried whether the form should also be completed for gates.  
Land registration: Chair raised matter of pockets of land in Ash which could potentially be registered to the PC.  Chair asked if anyone else would like to take it over or employ a land agent to do this.  Cllr Martinson has a list detailing the areas.  Cllr Martinson proposed Clerk approaches 3 different agents for costs to undertake the work.  Seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  


-
Road Closures: To receive notifications: none received.
c)
Community Assets: 

-
To consider registering Tilstock School field as a community asset: may not need registering as a asset  - Chair asked if councillors still wanted to do this.  This area of land belongs to the Shropshire Council.  Councillors discussed continuing with the option of registering the land for perpetuity.  Cllr Chambers proposed registering the land as a community asset, seconded by Cllr W Allen, majority in favour.  To contact the school to confirm that this is being done.  Clerk to register. Cllr Dakin to confirm with the School.
9
Housekeeping

a)
Police report (if available); update on speed watch given – tests for speeding have been undertaken but mostly perceived speeding not actual.  

b) 
Website – To consider items for inclusion : IEB school report to be put on website by Cllr Butler.  


10
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email: including bulletins from SALC; Elections information; Local Plan Review information: all received.

11 
Finance:
a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – To note

b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
c)
To consider Shropshire Council’s Highways & Environmental Maintenance Scheme: Cllr Martinson brought forward the application form – Cllr Dodd to complete
d)
Grounds maintenance contract – to appoint contractor for 3 year period – to take forward to April
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/01/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	08/02/17
	EON
	Street light upgrade
	£19632.00

(Inc £3272.00 VAT)
	100310


Cllr A Allen proposed the Clerk’s salary for payment, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed.  Eon invoice for street light upgrade received.  Councillors were reminded that £6k grant was received to be put towards this.  Clerk confirmed Scottish Power has had all the information regarding the new lights – installation dates and details sot that the tariff can be adjusted accordingly.  One light in Ash Magna needs engineer to be attended to – visit booked for Tuesday.  Still on maintenance contract.  Cllr Hunter proposed paying the invoice, Cllr W Allen seconded – all agreed.  
12
 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions : late application noted to take forward.  Clerk to request extension for comments to auction application.


Applications
· None received
Decisions: 
· 16/05785/FUL  (validated: 10/01/2017)
Address:  Corner House, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Conversion of single dwelling into two 3-bedroom flats
Decision:  Withdrawn
· 17/00177/FUL  (validated: 16/01/2017)
Address:  Meadows Bungalow , Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, SY13 4DX
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey side/rear extension.
Decision:  Grant Permission
b)
To consider Shropshire Council’s Local Plan Review and formulate a response :
Councillors gave their responses to the partial review survey and the form was duly completed.
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Date of next meeting and consideration of agenda items
3rd April 2017 in Ash Parish Rooms. Cllr Chambers gave thanks to Cllr Martinson for her service to the Parish Council and for being Chair.  Councillors unanimously thanked Cllr Martinson at this, her last Meeting.
There being no further business the Acting Chair declared the Meeting closed at 9:09pm.
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