

Chairman:	Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr W Allen; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Martin, Cllr M Haynes; 
	Cllr A Allen; Cllr M Richardson, Cllr L Loweth, Following item 3 Cllr K Howell
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd September 2024 at
Ash Village Hall 

471 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
(A period of 15 minutes is allocated to permit public representations to the Council. No decisions to be taken)

Apologies from Cllr C Kettle, Cllr R Thompson
Two members of the public wished to speak 
A resident made a representation about his third planning application and seeking support from WRPC. As yet he has spent approximately fifteen thousand pounds attempting to get planning for agricultural building. Head of planning Phillip Mullineux is involved in application. The applicant expressed dismay at the head of planning being involved in such an application. Cllr Thornhill explained that the application had not come through yet but we would discuss it under planning.
Mr John Dodd explained that he had canvassed Woodhouses, church Lane and Broughall for Smart Water. 83 kits had been delivered. The police had been round again and could the Clerk remind the police who had already signed up.  

472	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
None Received 

473	Co-option of Councillor/Vacancy 
Mrs Karen Howell had applied to join the council representing the Tilstock Ward. Mrs Howell was invited to explain her reasons for joining. Mrs Howell spoke about her career in education, her personal circumstances and why she wished to join. Members were invited to ask Mrs Howell questions. Cllr Thornhill reminded Mrs Howell that Councillors are summoned to attend, as opposed to being invited. Members of the public were asked to leave the room while Councillors discussed the application. Members were positive in their support for the applicant. Members of the public returned and Cllr M Haynes proposed Mrs Howell be co opted Cllr W Kay seconded. Mrs Howell was invited to join members at the table. The Chairman reminded members that we are two wards and one Parish and that members must represent all parishioners and discuss all matters relating to the parish no matter which ward they represent. 

474	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 1st July 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed by Cllr W Kay, seconded Cllr A Martin, as a true and accurate record of the Meeting, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

475 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
None

476 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr G Dakin explained that there had been limited changes during the holiday season. Sixty Two million pounds need saving over the rest of the financial year, this will be extremely difficult to achieve. However, they have achieved 48% of the planned cuts so far. Two hundred people have applied for redundancy so far, however that is not enough. Local government funding is a national issue with ever growing demand for services and all services provided by the County Council are under review in order to achieve the necessary savings. The green bin charge is part of the savings plans to enable the recycling facilities to be maintained. The booking system was not designed to stop people from over the county borders using the facility as the council are aware of potential fly tipping issues arising. SCC budget will not be available until after November. Cllr R Thornhill asked what does the future hold for SCC. Cllr G Dakin explained that the budget will be balanced using reserves which will soon run out. After they have run out the council may be forced to look at a section 114 notice. They are also looking at setting up a regional forum to alleviate financial issues. Cllr Dakin reminded members that social care is a huge burden on the local authorities’ finances and roads may get worse before they get better. The Chairman thanked Cllr Dakin for his report. 

477 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: Letter from Leader of the Council; Email regarding Ash Parva Pond; Project gigabit update; 
Members acknowledged correspondence from “the Pond Volunteers” and noted the cheque had been returned. Members would discuss how to proceed with maintenance when the need for it arose. 

478	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
No further update at the present time.

b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
No further update at the present time.

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
No further update at the present time. 

d)	Policies	- Biodiversity; Dignity at work
The Clerk has found a template for the Dignity at Work policy, however it will need adapting. 
The Biodiversity policy has been provisionally completed and sent to the Clerk. Members will be invited to comment once it has been circulated. 

e)	Defibrillators				
Bleed Kits have been installed by Cllr and Mrs Thornhill in Ash ward. 

f)	New Model Financial Regulations – to adopt
Councillors resolved to postpone adoption until the next meeting to enable us to receive the guidance of the Clerk. Proposed by Cllr M Haynes, Seconded Cllr W Kay All in favour.
	
479	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
Closures will be circulated via email. 



ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
Nothing to report.

iii) Tilstock VAS
Cllr M Haynes reported that the VAS in Tilstock has been replaced. However it is not like for like. It now only flashes 30mph and not the speed you are doing and it was felt this is less effective than warning the driver of the actual speed they are doing. Cllrs would like the Clerk to raise this with the company and seek an alteration.

vi)	Motorcross activity
Nothing to report

v)	Playgrounds – to inc consideration of proposal to acquire land to extend Tilstock playground
Land owner has been approached about a purchase. They have said the council will need to make an offer. Cllrs discussed the matter and decided it was best to employ a Land Agent such as Halls or Barbers Rural to advise on what sort of offer should be made and what size we wished to purchase. To be discussed further at the next meeting

vi)	Highways 
Nothing to note

viii)	Street lighting – Eon inspection report – to discuss findings/proposals
Issue with the triangle is ongoing. Cllrs decided they would like a quote for the work, Proposed by Cllr L Loweth, Seconded by Cllr W. Kay.

viii)	Footpaths/bridleways 
Bridleway by the school in Tilstock is very over grown. This should be reported to the Rights of Way officer at Shropshire Council. Cllr Dakin advised that this was Shona Buttler

ix)	Annual inspections: playgrounds and pond
Inspections have been completed. Cllr W Allen advised that the ring at the Ash pond is actually broken and Cllrs would like the Clerk to obtain a quote for a replacement ring or a “Throw Line” as used by the Canal and River Trust. 

ix)	Road Closures:   We are planned on behalf of Shropshire Council to close the above road for Carriageway Repairs under three separate date periods :Phase 1 - 14th to 20th August – Whitchurch Bypass to Ash Magna 
Phase 2 - 21st to 28th August – Ash Magna to Ightfield 
Phase 3 - 29th August to 4th September – Ightfield to Bletchley 

480 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
None received

Cllrs Noted the previous public comment by the applicant and that there was a worry the 21 days will have elapsed before the next meeting. Cllrs decided that providing there were no significant changes that they should advise their comments to the Clerk. 



b) Decisions:
The following were noted 

24/02240/FUL  (validated: 25/06/2024)
Address:  Rose Hill Farm, New Woodhouse, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AQ
Proposal:  Erection of ground floor rear extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

24/01641/FUL  (validated: 22/05/2024)
Address:  Boathouse, Brown Moss Lane, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4BU
Proposal:  Proposed replacement dwelling and detached garage
Decision:  Grant Permission

Fern Bank Farm, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Erection of single storey side extension (to accommodate ground source heat pump equipment)
Decision:  Grant Permission

24/01784/FUL  (validated: 08/05/2024)
Address:  Bennions Field, Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Conversion of existing small barn to single dwelling including re-cladding in timber
Decision:  Refuse

481 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
To be postponed until the next meeting.

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr M Richardson proposed the payments and Cllr M Haynes Seconded 
Cllrs briefly discussed possibilities of an online polling option to reduce the potential amount of group emails with regards approving payments online. Cllrs decided that they would discuss again with the Clerk and seek the Clerks opinion and views. 

c)	Tilstock Church Clock grant funding application
Cllrs were advised that the grant application was progressing however given the unique nature of the project they were awaiting further information before formally submitting it.

d)	External Audit – closure notice and certificate – to acknowledge
Noted by Councillors.	

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/07/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£638.11
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/07/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£7.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/07/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/07/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	30/08/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£638.11
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/08/24
	BT
	Broadband
	£61.73
	dd
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/08/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s 142

	15/08/24
	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	£378
	To pay online
	LGA 1972 s168

	12/08/24
	Playsafety Ltd
	Inspections
	£309.60
	To pay online
	Open spaces Act 1906 ss9&10
PH Act 196 s125

	06/08/24
	Shropshire council
	Energy supply
	£377.96
	dd
	PC Act 1957 s3; HA 980 s301

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/07/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£179.13
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



482 	Agenda items for the 7th October 2024 Meeting (Tilstock)
Tilstock Clock Grant
Playground inspection report – Actions to be taken. 
Appointment of a Land Agent regarding potential purchase of land adjoining Tilstock Village Hall.
Cllr R Thompson provided his apologies for the next meeting. 

483	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature

Cllrs discussed reviewing a grant application received previously. Cllrs were concerned that there were currently difficulties at the organisation and Cllrs would like to review up to date financial information, review the grant application and potentially ask the committee further questions before making a grant. 
There being no further matter for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending the Meeting declaring it closed at 8.20 pm.
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