



Chairman:		Cllr K Howell	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr A Martin; Cllr W Kay
		Cllr A Allen; Cllr R Thompson
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Ebbs							

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th July 2025 at
Ash Village Hall 


594	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm welcoming those present. Five members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs W Allen and M Richardson.  
One member of the public queried when the zip wire will be replaced in the playground. The Clerk confirmed that this will be answered under the appropriate agenda item when an update on the installation of new equipment will be given.
A resident complained about a rat infestation at an empty property in Ash which has fallen into disrepair and is presenting a health and safety issue to neighbours.  The Environmental Health department has taken no action.


595	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Thornhill declared an interest in expenses being reclaimed under Finance.

596	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd June 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Haynes proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

597	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.

598 	Unitary Councillor’s report 
Cllr Ebbs reported that the Council intends to provide monthly reports going forward. The Local Plan is under review and a call for sites will be put out soon.  The Boningale Homes application has been moved to an inquiry.  A countywide campaign will be launched raising awareness of the importance of vaccinations.  A social housing review is underway. Currently 7000 households are on the housing priority list.  A new development of 13 new social houses are being built in Chirbury.  Potholes are being repaired as ongoing maintenance.  Cllr Ebbs is looking at the lack of local community transport. Foster caring services are being expanded.  Cllr Ebbs is lobbying for a speed limit reduction on the Tilstock to Wem road to 40mph.  He has also been looking into enabling disabled access for platform 2 at Whitchurch station.  

599	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins; On the Beat; SaTH updates; NSAC minutes; 
Cllr Kay reported that she has responded to the post elections survey.  The consultation to enable closer working with Town and Parish Councils was noted. FixMyStreet reporting has reduced contact with Officers. It was noted that the Government has approved remote meetings for Town and Parish Councils. 





600 Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/02357/CPE  (validated: 26/06/2025)
Address:  James Parlour Alkington Grange Barns, Alkington Grange, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Certificate of Existing Lawful Use or development for the use of a dwelling house as an existing open market dwelling without occupancy restrictions
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSYFBIATDIVK00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C04f23e6b7ddd4aba7b9908ddb5a8ac02%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638866458213329057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y4dZYpnn3T2gkDyzBGAkCDkc0URfzJCIq2rvnsMukjc%3D&reserved=0

Noted.

25/02131/REM  (validated: 26/06/2025)
Address:  Proposed Dwelling South Of Navarac, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Approval of Reserved Matters pursuant to outline application 23/03374/OUT for the erection of a single storey residential dwelling to include access
Applicant: Mr B Smyth (Smyth Barn, Soulton Road, Wem, Shrewsbury, SY4 5RR)
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSXMUZLTD07V00&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce2ad3e066b3e4343195808ddb4df86a4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638865594302436643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CIYZUFvveXKtr%2BeaPZqj0FHpZjcNjji3JZEfQmF2FBY%3D&reserved=0

There have been no objections online.  Councillors remarked upon the size of the plot and reduction of parking for the neighbouring property.  No objections were raised. Cllr Kay proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

25/02002/FUL  (validated: 30/05/2025)
Address:  Bank Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EN
Proposal:  Timber Orangery
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSX1BGATDI9T00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4c14ac28cd83467de1e108dda9df3063%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638853498240081099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PoFPJSEAnbKcuJZTS3Dm4Mwb%2BdUgL%2FRXQLVo8Sa1qac%3D&reserved=0

Cllr Haynes proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved.

Cllr Haynes proposed that the Council discusses an application not included on this agenda due to the upcoming summer break, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.

25/02299/FUL  (validated: 02/07/2025)
Address:  Former Cherry Tree Hotel , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AF
Proposal:  Demolition of the former Cherry Tree Hotel and erection of 18No. affordable homes and associated works
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSY62EOTDIRX00&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca93e6f19c868492241bd08ddb99681ca%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638870778248513821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zRY%2FO3TwW%2BVpGxesvgQ%2FHoL%2Fs7c9CnrPEAQuCGwzQOw%3D&reserved=0



The Councillors noted that this piece of land was included in the SAMDev Policy as an area for potential development, albeit for a reduced number of houses. The Councillors agreed that they were content to support this application with the caveat that the access onto the dual carriageway is assessed very carefully by Highways and provision is made to ensure safe passage.

The proposed access will be very close to an existing left hand turn off the carriageway (Ash Road), shortly before the roundabout. This is a fast moving road (70mph) and the existing junction into Ash Road is hazardous to access and exit, due to poor signage. Due to the closeness of the roundabout there are a number of signs in this area and additional signage to indicate a new junction may be confusing. The speed limit may need to be reduced on the last stretch of road to incorporate the new turning into the development and Ash Road to the roundabout in order to ensure vehicle safety. Signage will certainly need to be carefully considered. The Councillors requested that these factors are examined by the Highways Department.

b)	Decisions:
25/01217/FUL  (validated: 08/04/2025)
Address:  Land South East Ash Corner, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Erection of single detached dwelling
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted.

601	Housekeeping 
a) 	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss
To take forward.

b)	Annual review of assets – Reports from reviews undertaken
Councillors in Ash and Tilstock have completed an annual check of the assets. The lights in Tilstock will be checked at night. Cllr Haynes to report an issue with a telegraph pole.  

c)	Defib training courses
The Councillors agreed to additional defibrillator training courses in both village halls in the autumn.  Action: Clerk to arrange. 

602	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
No matters were raised.

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised. 

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports; Annual inspection
The monthly reports again highlighted fencing issues which have been raised with the village halls to attend to. The annual inspection reports are due shortly.

iv) Play area remedial works – update
All equipment repainting has been concluded.  The Clerk has requested the invoice. 

v) Installation of replacement playground equipment – update
Works to start in Tilstock week commencing 21/7/25 with the installation of the new swing set and springer.  Work in Ash will commence the week following. Both playgrounds will take about a week to complete with grounds maintenance repairs to also be undertaken.  Cllr A Allen proposed that the Clerk orders a replacement picnic bench as previously discussed, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

vi) Ash Parva Pond – Feedback from the site visit with volunteers; To consider pond maintenance schedule; Proposal to consider a draft Pond Maintenance Policy and risk assessments; 
The Chairman reported back from a site visit with the volunteers undertaken at their request, which came in between the June and July meetings.  Having withdrawn their activities a few months ago, the group has restarted a programme of maintenance.  As a result of the discussions, the Chairman has circulated a schedule of annual works required and draft maintenance policy and risk assessment for discussion/approval in September.  Cllr Howell was thanked for her work.  Further investigation needs to be made into the type of equipment that is used and how it is used.  The Councillors referred to previous discussions about what type of pond villagers would like to see ie a fully maintained pond with aeration system, solar panels and fish, or a more natural-looking pond.  Cllr Kay proposed undertaking a survey of residents to ask their views, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. A leaflet drop was agreed to with responses being discussed in September.  Policies/risk assessments to be discussed in September. 

vii) Tilstock VAS – to discuss replacement of unit
The Clerk confirmed that the VAS unit is the one which was installed by WRPC. The second unit was the original Shropshire Council unit which was decommissioned when the second one was installed. The company which provided the unit has gone out of business.  Action: Clerk to source quotes to replace the unit. To look into any grants which may be available to aid funding. 

603 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation
The bank reconciliation was proposed for approval by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman signed the reconciliation. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kettle proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. (Cllr Thornhill did not participate in the discussion)

c)	To confirm online payment of annual grants
The Clerk confirmed that the annual grant payments had been made online as requested.  It has been reported that Ash cemetery is running short of spaces and will have to close in an estimated 5-7 years. 

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/04/25
	BT
	Broadband
	£67.12
	
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	06/06/25
	Bank
	Charges
	£5.00
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/05/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/06/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground
	£42.00
	
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	28/06/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Tilstock Playground
	£42.00
	
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	01/07/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/06/25
	J Thornhill
	Expenses reclaim relating to defib
	£23.40
	
	

	12/05/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/06/25
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£161.42
	
	


e) Confirmation of receipt of Annual Return documents by External Auditor
Noted. 


d)	Broadband – expiration of current contract notice/renewal – to discuss
Cllr Martin proposed renewing the contract for one year with BT, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 


e)	Bank account application update
The Chairman and Clerk reported that a 3 year business plan is required to support the application. This is in hand and an update will be given in September. 

604	Agenda items for the September Meeting of the Parish Council 
Repainting of the finger post in Ash
One way system signage in Ash
Pond volunteer policy

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:00pm.

605	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters for consideration. 
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