

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 7th September 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler;  Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr W Allen
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr G Dakin

52/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:04 pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr G Dakin and Cllr T Hunter.  There were no announcements. 

53/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

No declarations were received or dispensations requests made.

54/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th July 2020. 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Power proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

55/20 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.
56/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports


Cllr Butler gave a brief overview of the Elizabeth Langford charity meeting she had attended. 
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Not present. 

57/20
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports
Councillors reported that both playgrounds are in good order apart from the rubber matting under the toddler swing in Tilstock which is lifting slightly. Clerk to arrange for this to be fixed. 
Concerns were raised over the recent fencing which has been erected around the field adjacent to the School.  This area of land has been used by the community for decades and is believed to have been bequeathed to the village.  Cllr A Allen proposed that the Clerk undertakes a land registry search to establish ownership of the land, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)
Meetings – to discuss return to face to face meetings (NALC guidance circulated by email)
Parish Councils have been given dispensations to conduct remote meetings until May 2021.  The National Association of Local Councils is still recommending that Councils hold their Meetings via remote platforms.  Some Councillors expressed a preference for returning to face to face Meetings. The Clerk expressed concerns about Meetings held in person due to the likelihood of a spike in coronavirus cases during the Autumn and Winter months and, as per the NALC checklist, the Council is able to conduct business remotely without disruption.  Cllr A Allen asked each Councillor for their view. It was decided  to hold the October Meeting remotely and review thereafter.
c)
Housing needs survey
Cllr Dodd reported that last local housing needs survey was conducted in 2012. This data is now out of date.  There have been complaints locally about the allocation of the affordable homes built in Ash in recent years.  He expressed the view that more precise data is required and that the survey needs to be revisited to establish local need.  The Clerk was asked to contact the relevant department to discuss undertaking a survey.  To report at October’s Meeting.

58/20
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins;
Noted. No matters raised for discussion.

59/20

Planning

a)
Applications: None received at the time of agenda preparation however two applications have since been received.  Councillors decided to discuss them at the Meeting rather than by delegated authority.
20/03419/FUL Hollybush Cottage, Nantwich Road BRoughall, Whitchurch SY13 4EE

Proposal: Alterations to existing cottage and extension to provide granny annexe ancillary to the main dwelling with separate double garage
Councillors discussed the application with no concerns raised. Cllr A Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved. 

20/03432/FUL The Fields, Heath Road, Whitchurch, SY13 2AB

Proposal: Erection of a single storey rear extension and porch

Councillors raised no objections to the proposals. Cllr A Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved. 
b)
Decisions:

20/02364/FUL  (validated: 18/06/2020)
Address:  Church Farm, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Erection of equestrian building
Decision:  Grant Permission
20/02419/FUL  (validated: 24/06/2020)
Address:  White Lion Inn, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Erection of four sheds to be used for social distancing meeting places
Decision:  Grant Permission

19/02796/FUL  (validated: 21/06/2019)
Address:  Land And Buildings AtThe Firs, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire

Proposal:  Change of use  of land to commercial vehicle and plant auction site to include provision of customer parking, erection of an office and preparation building; creation of bunding and landscaping (relocation of Existing Auction Site from the A49 Grain Store site) (resubmission)
Decision:  Grant Permission

20/01043/OUT  (validated: 13/03/2020)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development Land To The North Of, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of four (self-build) dwellings with garages
Decision:  Refuse
c)
Reconsultations:
19/02203/FUL
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Erection of 48 dwelling houses (23 opnen market and 25 affordable)  including new vehicular access, public open space and associated infrastructure (amended description)
LOCATION: - Land Adjacent To Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Councillors discussed the amended scheme.  The agreed unanimously to object on the same material grounds as per the last application as poposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr R Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 



(Councillors logged out and resumed the Meeting 7:34pm-7:35pm to due remote platform meeting time constraints.)
d)
NALC consultations for discussion/comment:

Changes to the current planning system (NALC deadline for responses 17 September)
Planning for the future - the planning white paper (NALC deadline for responses 15 October)
Transparency and competition: a call for evidence on data on land control (NALC deadline for responses 16 October)
No responses made.

e)
Local Plan Review – to enable Councillors to comment
No comments on the entry specific to WRPC however Councillors requested that emphasis be put on businesses being located on land specifically designated for commercial use. Proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Blyth. All agreed. Resolved.


f)
Planning enforcement issues – to enable Councillors to raise concerns
A Councillor raised concerns about a property in Ash which appears to have developed land for c 2 extra houses possibly without consent. It is unknown how long ago the houses were built.  Cllr Power proposed that the Clerk raises an enforcement case for Shropshire Council to investigate as no details of planning permissions can be found on the Shropshire Council portal, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved. 

60/20

Finance:
a) Bank reconciliation for information/approval
The Clerk had circulated up to date financial spreadsheets of the cash book, bank reconciliation, payments and receipts summary for information. No questions were raised.  

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 
Cllr R Butler proposed all payments, including salary payments for approval, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)
To discuss/agree annual grants for Ash Church, Tilstock Church, Ash Parish Room, Tilstock Village Hall, North Salop Wheelers; To approve grant for the White Lion Public House 
Councillors discussed awarding the annual grants which are traditionally given out at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (not held this year due to the Cororonavirus lockdown).
Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr S Power, proposed payments as follows:

Christchurch Tilstock, Christchurch Ash £500 each for cemetery maintenance.

Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall, Ash Parish Rooms £500 to assist with ongoing maintenance costs

North Salop Wheelers £250

As previously agreed a grant was given to the White Lion Community Public House to assist with social distancing measures of £1250.

An application was considered from Tilstock Church for a donation towards the Church clock. This was refused on the basis that a Parish Council has no financial power of expenditure to support the Church building (clocks forming part of the fabric of the building).

d)
Tilstock Car Park – Rate relief grant application
Cllr A Allen confirmed that she had submitted a small business rate relief grant application for Tilstock car park whilst the Clerk was on holiday. This application is in process. 

e)
Request received for the PC to pay for work to be carried on the willow tree by Ash Parva Councillors considered the request and quote submitted for the removal of x2 limbs.  Permission has been sought from Shropshire Council’s Tree Department. Councillors concluded that they were reluctant to support the application whilst the land on which the tree is planted is not owned by the Parish Council. The ownership of this area is to be transferred to the Parish Council once the S106 agreement for the development has been signed off.  The Clerk was asked to check with the Tree Officer how urgently the work needs to be carried out and, if not urgent, to postpone it.   If the work is considered to be urgent then the Parish Council will review this request. 

f)
Broadband connection for Ash Parish Rooms
The Clerk informed Councillors that she had been informed that the Parish Rooms Committee has take a contract out for broadband with Airband.  It is assumed that the Parish Rooms intends to fund this contract.

	Date

	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/05/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	VOID
	
	
	100428
	

	19/06/20
	D Gresty
	Repairs  + sign installation
	£25.50
	100429
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/07/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£146.03
	100430
	Parish Councils Act 1957s3

Highways Act 1980 s301

	29/06/20
	SALC
	Training
	£30
	100431
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/07/20
	Playsafety Ltd
	Inspection
	£263.40
	100432
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19 (1) & (2)

	07/09/20
	Christchurch Ash
	Cemetery maintenance
	£500
	100433
	LGA 1972 s215

	07/09/20
	Christchurch Tilstock
	Cemetery maintenance
	£500
	100434
	LGA 1972 s215

	07/09/20
	North Salop Wheelers
	Grant
	£250
	100435
	LGA 1972 s137

	07/09/20
	T&B Village Hall
	Grant
	£500
	100436
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	07/09/20
	Ash Parish Rooms
	Grant
	£500
	100437
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	07/09/20
	White Lion Community Pub
	Grant
	£1250
	100438
	LGA 1972 s137

	
	
	
	
	
	


61/20

Highways
a
Matters to report for attention:

Discharge of effluent into roadside ditch outside Bleak Cottage, Foxes Lane
Clerk to report. 


b
30mph and VAS for Ash Parva – to enable Councillors to discuss/query Shropshire Council’s 
failure to install speed limit and traffic calming measures
It was noted that new road painted signage (50mph) has been put onto the A525 however no actual signs have been installed along the roadside. Cllr A Allen queried if it is therefore enforceable.  There is no sign of the VAS as yet. 

The Clerk reported that she has been chasing the installation of the 30mph and VAS for Ash Parva. It is now been 3 years since the Parish Council paid a contribution for this.  Shropshire Council to date has not given any specific reason for the delay other than staff shortages.

 Cllr Power asked if the Parish Council might consider purchasing moveable Vehicle Activated Signs for the Parish similar to those Prees Parish Council has recently installed.  To take forward.

62/20
Agenda items for October:  2021-2022 Budget; 
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at   8:09pm.
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