


Chairman:	Cllr R ThornhillWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr T Blyth; Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thomspon; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr A Allen; Cllr L Loweth
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th September 2023 at
Tilstock Village Hall at 7:00 pm

342	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm. One member of the public attended the Meeting.  Cllr Dakin sent word he may not be able to attend due to a meeting clash.
Apologies were received from Cllr Haynes.

343	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

344	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 3rd July 2023 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 31st July 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd July 2023. Cllr Thompson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr  Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Kettle proposed the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 31st July 2023 to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

345 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

346	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin was not present. 

347 	CorrespondenceTo acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: SALC AGM; NALC updates; Licensing service for Rev Martin Heath; Tilstock Parachute Centre – noise complaint; 
Cllr A Allen and Cllr R Thornhill confirmed that they would attend the Licensing Service.
A complaint had been received in relation to the parachute centre. All complaints will be directed to Shropshire Council or the Civil Aviation Authority.  Local residents to approach the centre directly with any concerns.

348 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
23/03597/FUL  (validated: 16/08/2023)
Address:  Dairy House , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AD
Proposal:  Proposed single storey side conservatory extension



View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RZG25STDJD500

The Councillors discussed the application, viewing the plans online.  No objections were raised. Councillors agreed to return a representational/neutral comment as proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

23/03526/FUL  (validated: 10/08/2023)
Address:  The Gables, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RZ6200TD07U00

The Councillors discussed the application, viewing the plans online.  No objections were raised. Councillors agreed to return a representational/neutral comment as proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. 

23/03388/FUL  (validated: 02/08/2023)
Address:  Chapel Cottage, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DT
Proposal:  Erection of single garage
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RYQ4UQTDJ1500
The Councillors discussed the application, viewing the plans online.  No objections were raised. Councillors agreed to return a representational/neutral comment as proposed by Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.

Councillors agreed to considered an application received late:
23/03668/FUL
Proposal: Erection of timber garden room
Address:The Coppice Tilstock Lane Prees Heath Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 3JS
No objections were raised. Councillors agreed to return a representational/neutral comment as proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed.

b) Decisions:
23/02761/FUL  (validated: 06/07/2023)
Address:  Le Grand Nursing Home, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Erection of two detached 2-bedroom bungalows with single detached garages and formation of new private access driveway
Decision:  Grant Permission

23/02441/VAR  (validated: 23/06/2023)
Address:  Unit 2 Former Grain Store, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 attached to planning permission 22/02062/FUL dated11 July 2022
Decision:  Grant Permission

23/02533/ADV  (validated: 12/06/2023)
Address:  ForFarmers UK Ltd, No 3 Shed, The Grain Stores, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JX
Proposal:  Erect and display, Sign 1 Fascia sign, Sign 2 Fence mounted sign board.
Decision:  Grant Permission


349	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update  		
The Clerk reported that she has chased for an update however the Solicitor is on holiday.  The Clerk will be collecting archived documents.
b)	Advertising – to consider costs  	
Councillors discussed putting regular Parish Council updates into the Crier. Cllr Kettle to draft.  Cllr Haynes to contact the Gossip as per discussion at the last meeting. 
c)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss 		
More kits have been distributed by the SmartWater team in Tilstock last week. They will visit Ash again soon.  
d)	Place Plans – to update	
The updated plans were submitted to Shropshire Council in July. Waiting for updates to come through.		
e) 	Community engagement – Councillors discussed the need to raise the Council’s profile and to keep it live.	
f)	Facebook
The page has been created however is not ready as yet to go live. The locations for the defibrillators will be shared.   					
g)	Remembrance Day wreaths		
Cllr Thornhill suggested that the Parish Council should be represented at the Remembrance Day services and provide wreaths. Cllr A Allen proposed the motion, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Cllr Allen and Thornhill to attend the services. Action: Clerk to arrange for the wreaths.  
Clerk to ask the RBL for guidance regarding the removal of wreaths.  
h)	Casual Vacancy
Following Cllr Dodd’s resignation the vacancy has been advertised and co-option is expected to be permissible in time for the October meeting. 
i)	BT broadband installations
The Clerk advised that she has cancelled the direct debit payments to PlusNet as this service has now been replaced due to PlusNet withdrawing their business service.  PlusNet has continued to take payments since the new services from BT were put in place in August.  Action: Clerk to chase refund requests from PlusNet and confirmation that they have cancelled the contracts. 

350	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
It was reported that the Tilstock name location sign is lying in a hedge on theWhitchurch to Tilstock road.   Roadworks signage is still out on the A49 opposite the garage. Action: Clerk to report. 
ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
Overgrown hedges and vegetation undergrowth reported between Waymills and Ash.  Action: Clerk to request clearance/cutting back.
iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance – to consider quote for base repairs
The Clerk has requested another quote to include paving stones for comparison. 
iv) Ash Parva – installation of 30mph/VAS update
The VAS sign and 30mph signage are now in place.  The location of the VAS was queried. Cllr Thornhill confirmed that it has been installed as per the agreement during the consultation process. 
Councillors discussed possible provision of a VAS for Tilstock on Steel Road. The Clerk highlighted powers of expenditure for VAS signage.  Councillors further discussed community gates for the village entrances in Tilstock.  To be priced up and permission with Highways checked. 
v)	Finger post repairs – to enable Cllrs to discuss
The Council will source new quotes for repairs. Proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Action: Clerk to instigate enquiries.
vi)	Road Closure:  Edgeley Road A525 To Edgeley Hall, Near Whitchurch
Start Date: 20th November 2023 End Date: 20th November 2023
Purpose: Road Closure - Install 1x pole in verge. Works Promoter:   Freedom Fibre
Works Promoter Ref: K5005BV-WCH-AC1-185-EB-02
Enforcement pattern for Edgeley Road A525 To Edgeley Hall, Near Whitchurch:8.00 - 17.00hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=135396166
vii)	Ash to Whitchurch footway – to discuss overgrown verges

351 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Cllr A Allen proposed approving the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Loweth. All agreed. Resolved. 
b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Thornhill proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

	100615
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/07/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/08/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	10/08/23
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£348.01
	dd
	PCA 1957 s3; Highways Act 1983 ss5,6

	04/09/23
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Room hire
	£40.00
	100630
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	HJ Kirk
	Car park wall repairs
	£3508.32
	
	



c)	Defibrillators – to discuss/approve purchasing additional units
The Clerk reported that she has yet to receive a list of approved electrical contractors to fit a unit at Prees Heath car park.  She continues to chase Shropshire Council.
d)	Tilstock car park wall – to discuss/consider repair costs
Councillors considered the invoice received for repairs carried out.  The Parish Council has determined its responsibility for the western boundary wall. Cllr Loweth proposed paying the invoice, seconded by Cllr Hunter – 6 Councillors voted in favour of the motion. Agreed. Resolved. The Clerk will arrange for a notice for the car park to be displayed on the wall stating that the car park is owned and managed by the Parish Council. Any works required must come through the Parish Council for consideration and approval.  Properties with a shared boundary (western wall) will be informed that the Parish Council has responsibility for the wall. The payment will be allocated against the £10k grant received for car park maintenance. 
e)	External Audit – to provide update if available
No update. 
f)	Hugo Fox notification of website charges from 4th October 2023 – to consider
Councillors noted that the website has been provided to date free of charge by Hugo Fox as a community website. The company is now proposing to charge for the service. Councillors considered the pricing structure.  Cllr Richardson proposed choosing the silver level of service, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. The cost will be c£29 pm inc VAT. 
Clerk to query how to change the site domain to show a ‘secure’ site.




352 	Agenda items for the October Meeting
Councillors to consider budget items for expenditure in the next financial year to include Neighbourhood Fund spend for the parish eg gated community furniture, bus shelter, car charging points. 
Poppies to be displayed for Remembrance Sunday.
D Day celebrations.
Tilstock notice board.

353	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters raised.
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
The Chairman updated Councillors regarding a confidential employment matter. To be taken forward. 

There being no other matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:45pm.




