
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 1st February 2016 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr R Butler; Cllr A Allen; Cllr C Chambers; 
Cllr T Hunter
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the February meeting of the Parish Council, opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  There were 3 members of the public present.  Two members of the public made a representation about a planning application which has been validated post agenda publication (Clerk has requested an extension for comments until after the next Meeting) for 3 Sunnybank, Ash Magna. Cllr Martinson thanked them for bringing their concerns forward in preparation for consideration next month.  


2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent: Cllrs Chesters and W Allen sent apologies.
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests: None

4 Requests for Dispensations for DPIs: None


5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th January 2016: Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Thompson proposed the Minutes, seconded by Cllr A Allen, as a true and accurate copy, all agreed.  The Minutes were duly signed by the Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: None.


7 Unitary Councillor’s report: Cllr Dakin reported that Council tax will be increased by 3.7%. This will not cover the extra need for social care provision.  No grants going forward and a shortfall will be inevitable. Shropshire Council must be self supporting from 2021.  Volunteers needed for Midlands Air Ambulance in order to use extra sites in Shropshire during hours of darkness to enable night landings. Want to use Parachute Club in Tilstock as a temporary landing site.  Need about 10 people to switch on the lights to assist landings.  Requested use of a village hall for an event to raise awareness.  Chair suggested using Ash Village Hall.  Cllr Dakin circulated information about a Charity promoting the care of churchyards and assist wildlife.  Clerk to scan and circulate to the Community News, Councillors and Rev M Last.    

8
Community Policing Update: to include PCC Newsletters/West Mercia PCC update: Nothing to report.
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9 Proposed amalgamation of Whitchurch Town Council with Whitchurch Rural PC – 
Chair relayed apologies from the Mayor that this item had appeared erroneously on their agenda.  Chair had requested information.  The Chair met with the Mayor and tried to think of mutual benefits but struggled.  Councillors discussed whether they considered any benefits to such a scheme in terms of infrastructure/transport etc.  To keep in mind.
10
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – PC inspection reports: No changes to report.  Surface in Ash wet and muddy.  
 ii)
Street lighting: day-burning light in Ash by bungalows; no entry signs in Tilstock still not working (Clerk to follow up again); 

iii) 
Grounds Maintenance Contract for 2016 – Discuss tenders: 3 quotes received: schedule was distributed to those asked to submit quotes: quote 1) on basis of 14 cuts per year £90 pa c £1260 for the year inc spraying; quote 2) £95 per cut plus vat and £80 for spraying: quote 3) £118.61 per cut plus £52 for spraying.  Chair ran through the quotes.  Savings over last year have given the PC funds to purchase a defibrillator.  Councillors discussed this year’s performance: only one resident has complained, Councillors otherwise expressed the view that the work has been satisfactory.  Cllr Thompson proposed re employing the same contractor: accept their quote but may want more than 14 cuts if growing season is extended, tidying of war memorial for remembrance Sunday – contract to run from March to March.  Seconded by Cllr Chambers, all agreed.  K&S Landscapes to be awarded the contract with conditions specified.  Clerk to write and thank the other companies.  
iv)
LED lighting – Chair’s update re funding application:  Notification received last Thursday that the solar farm community grant funding open.  Chair submitted application towards LED lighting.  Phase 1 needs urgently updating – financing out of precept; second phase to come out of next year’s budget.  Applied for 40 LED dimmable lanterns £11,200 to install. Grant max is £10k, applied for £10k; Awaiting news.  Tilstock Village Hall have received a grant already for solar panels for the roof of the Hall.  Ash Village Hall to apply also for solar panels. Supply charges will come down after the new lights are installed.  
11
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: Chair confirmed that roads all around Parish are still bad.  Ash lane has had potholes marked.  Chair expressed disappointment that highways don’t feed back on works underway.
ii)
Safer roads partnership scheme: update of volunteers requested: only 4 volunteers have come forward.  Advertised on Facebook for Tilstock.  Cllr Chambers to respond again to update SRP scheme.  
iii) 
Report from Chair re proposal to bring mains gas to Tilstock: letter received from the National Grid with forecast of costs of c £10k per property.  Unviable at present.
iv)
Road closure: A528 Spunhill: Carriageway resurfacing and associated civil works from 25/01/16 for 14 days except weekends.
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12
Housekeeping

a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
 i) LJC: no update: 24th February at civic centre
 ii) NSAC: next meeting in March
iii) Village Hall Committees: nothing to report
iv) Charities: nothing to report. 
v) Emergency planning: some info forwarded from Cllr Dodd for a defibrillator at installed cost of £1k.  Budgeted £1500. Cllr Chesters and Thompson to organise: all agreed.  
 vi) Tilstock School: Ofsted inspection was carried out this week.  Funding applied for was not successful but had been encouraged to reapply for the next tranche – need to demonstrate sufficient need.  
Website – update/funding application: info forwarded from Web Orchard who are providing a new service to replace 2shrop.net: Cllr Chambers received quote of £1k to setup and £100 a month to manage.  Web Orchard have quoted £200 to setup £190 pa to run.  Training costs involved: Cllr Thompson proposed using Web Orchard if the Chair is satisfied with the system, seconded by Cllr Chambers, all agreed. Chair to go on course to investate further.  Funding available to set up a website, Chair to apply.  Councillors all agreed.  Clerk to attend training session for the HugoFox websites which are free.   Councillors agreed that the Clerk and the Chair compare information and establish material for the website.  
b. Clerk’s annual review/appraisal – updating of website given as task/target for this year. 1% pay rise recommended by NALC which will be implemented.  
c. Parish Plan – £1042.51 in account. Chair proposed forming working party to review the parish plan.  Cllrs agreed that the funds should be transferred to pc all agreed.  To continue asking for the accounts.  Clerk to request.  Two Councillors from each Ward to make up working party.  Cllrs Butler and A Allen, Cllr Martinson and Dodd.  To ring-fence funds in account for parish plan.

13 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information 

	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	31/1/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	07/01/16
	Eon
	Replace damaged pole bracket light arm 
	£210.00
	100250

	20/01/16
	Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£91.80
	100251


Cllrs Thompson and Dodd proposed the clerk’s salary for payment.  Other invoices were proposed by Cllrs Dodd and Power, all agreed. Cheques duly signed.     .../3
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13
 Planning:

i) Applications: None received at time of agenda preparation (applications have come in since which will be considered at the next meeting.  
ii)
Decisions: 

15/03240/FUL   Address: Fields Farm, Heath Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AB
 Proposal: Conversion of existing barn to form holiday let and erection of a 3 bay oak framed garage with storage above following demolition of existing  Decision: Grant Permission

iii)
Appeals: 14/05298/FUL: Proposed Residential Development Off, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Whitchurch.

Erection of 5 no. dwellings with detached garages; formation of new vehicular access Mrs C M Crewe

APP/L3245/W/15/3140631  16/02369/REF: Chair asked Councillors if they wished to make a further objection. Cllrs agreed that they felt no need as nothing had changed since original objection.  Cllr Martinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Chambers, that no further action be taken.  All agreed. 


14 Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes; NHS bulletins; 

ii) Clerk reminded Councillors of upcoming events;


15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

Chair raised a question as what could be done locally to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday –‘ clean for the Queen’ has been suggested in other areas - local litter picks? Beacons are being discussed as another suggestion with a birthday lunch?  
There being no other business the Chair thanked all those present for attending and closed the meeting at 8:40pm.
Whitchurch Rural Parish Council - Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st February 2016 were approved at a Meeting held on 7th March 2016

Signed by the Chair: 
…………………………………...


