WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 1st July 2019


Chairman:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 

Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Power; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; 


Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Butler
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


77/19
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
18 members of the public attended the Meeting.  The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Cllr Dakin attended the Meeting.  
The majority of residents present attended regarding the application from Gleeson Homes for 53 affordable homes in Prees Heath.  Residents stated the following objections: overdevelopment of the site, community cluster numbers have already been delivered , the roadside services are not adequate for daily local needs, cycle and pedestrian access is inadequate, the context and character of the area would be significantly altered, local bus finishes at 6pm, no pedestrian access to any school, limited employment opportunities; future residents would need to be able to visit Whitchurch for all shopping, doctors etc; no street lighting, pedestrian footways etc.  Cllr Dakin confirmed all affordable and a mix of 2/3 or 4 homes.  Cllr Dakin said that all would be sold to ‘local’ people with the Rural Housing Team assessing potential buyers .  It was confirmed that ‘affordable’ equates to c £115k for a 2 bed home.  Residents complained that not all houses have received the notification of the application.  The Chairman read a section from the June Minutes, which are due to be approved this evening, at which Councillors had had a preliminary discussion about the presentation given at the April meeting.  Cllr Dakin said he would like residents to be represented at the planning meeting when the application goes to committee.  
Residents were thanked for attending.  5 residents remained. 


78/19
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

None received

79/19
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.   They were proposed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

80/19
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
The Clerk, having circulated by email a copy of a NALC Legal Topic Note regarding Town and Parish Council financial assistance to Churches, asked Councillors if they would still wish to support a grant request received from Tilstock Church for the upkeep of the Church Clock, taking into consideration that a Parish Council has no power of expenditure to provide financial assistance which will maintain, support or add to the fabric of the building and that such assistance might be considered to be  ultra vires.  Councillors noted the information provided and agreed to maintain their previous decision to o contribute towards the repairs of the clock on the basis that it is the only public clock in the village, proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr R Bulter. Councillors, with one objection, agreed to support. 

81/19
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports


Cllr R Butler reported from an Almshouse Charity meeting .

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported that the £10,000 given by digester company is available. The Case Officer is due to have a meeting with Cllr Dakin and Councillors with a view to resolving traffic issues through the creation of passing places.  Cllr Dakin made reference to a breach of planning conditions locally by parking cars in a field. Cllr Dakin has requested Officers refer to the environment agency to check impact on water course.  Concerns were raised over planning officers handling of breaches of conditions – very little is done to follow up on the ‘harm’.  30mph and VAS for Ash Parva has been reported but no response received. 
Issues on A49 have not been addressed – a speed limit reduction was supposed to have be implemented on the roundabout approach as Prees Heath, but nothing has been done as yet.  Verges by Ash Lane have not been cut.  The proposed left hand turn only out of car park at Prees Heath has not been progressed.  Cllr Dakin to request site visit to discuss all outstanding issues.  
Work on broughall crossroads due to start in summer.  

82/19
Housekeeping
a)
Annual events calendar for the PC year – circulated by the Clerk
b)
Play area inspections – to receive reports if available: The annual inspections reports have not received as yet.  No specific items raised in this month’s inspections
c)
Website – update (Clerk to include list of legal powers and duties)

d)
Circulation of NALC Legal topic notes: Financial assistance to a Church - received

83/19
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider interim playground inspection reports - covered
-
Request from Tilstock for additional item of playground equipment – The Parish Council has received a request to provide financial assistance to provide a climbing net for Tilstock playground.  Councillors requested further information such as quotes to be provided; The Parish Council has further request received for assistance to help with repair of the patio at Tilstock Village Hall. The Councillors considered the request and again requested some additional information such as copies of plans, copies of quotes, company appointed if this has been decided.  Cllr Butler suggested that the builder of development behind the hall could be asked to contribute to the work. The project has not been identified in the Place Plan – Clerk to add.  Councillors queried whether any improvements will be made  to the disabled access.  Clerk to request the additional information and add to the next agenda for further discussion.   
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention – no matters raised
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report /update of works previously requested: to include dog fouling:  The Clerk has asked the School for an update about the anti dog fouling signs they were making – no response as yet. The Clerk has reported the culvert issue reported previously and has requested that the jetter goes through Ash and Tilstock. Local potholes have been attended to. 
-
Road closures: To receive any reports (For all closures and diversion routes: https://roadworks.org)


84/19
Correspondence
a) To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Highways & Transport briefing note; Thank you email received from T&B Village Hall; Road Focus: Road safety campaign; Code of conduct training; Broadband update; Polling station review 
85/19
Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval

b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
Updated spreadsheets were circulated by the Clerk and checked against the most recent bank statements for accuracy. The Chairman signed them off as accurate.
The payments were proposed and seconded by Cllrs A Allen and S Power, all agreed. It was agreed that the employee should pay the PAYE and reclaim the expense as payment is only possible electronically as HMRC will no longer provide a payment book. 
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/7/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£10.58
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


86/19
 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

19/02203/FUL  (validated: 05/06/2019)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 53No. dwelling houses including access, public open space and associated infrastructure
Councillors discussed the application and considered residents’ representations. Councillors discussed potential residential amenity and quality of family life if future residents find the established business activity to be at odds with residential living ie  vintage tractor event, bike night, noise from refridgeration units in the parked lorries and so on. Some local businesses have been in operation for over 50 years.  

The Councillors agreed that the discussion held at the last meeting should be the basis of their objection.  Following the site visit they were expecting another representation from Gleeson homes which hasn’t happened.  Councillors expressed the view that this application will probably be heard by the Planning Committee. Councillors considered the lack of recreational facilities and difficult access to the common (it would be necessary to cross the A49).  They agreed that the provision of a large affordable house development is a good idea but that this is the wrong location.  They agreed that the plans do not make adequate provision for amenity space for the number of houses.  Road survey undertaken by a Derby company with no local knowledge on behalf of the developer has not included Fridays and weekends when these roads are particularly busy..  Not suitable to walk to the school as no pedestrian footway – design statement claims people can walk to a number of places  however without crossing dual carriageway / A roads it is not possible.  Councillors considered the Highways access and day to day living needs considered. No suitability for shopping. Cllr Dodd proposed objecting to the plans – seconded by Cllr A Allen – all agreed.  Councillors agreed to send representation from the Council when it goes to committee.  Cllr Dakin to speak against the application.  

19/02796/FUL  (validated: 21/06/2019)
Address:  Land And Buildings AtThe Firs, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Change of use of land to commercial vehicle and plant auction site to include provision of customer parking, erection of an office and preparation building; creation of 2m high perimeter bund and 10m landscaping strip to SE boundary (relocation of Existing Auction Site from the A49 Grain Store site) (resubmission)
Councillors considered the application.  Cllr Power raised the 3 strong objections posted online.  No difference to the previous application.  Noted Prees Parish Council’s comments and agreed with them.  Car parking is on open countryside – business areas allocated in local plan which would be more suitable than this site.  Good working site already so why move it? Highways concerns  raised included grazing land has been converted to arable land, now it is open countryside.  Would like to have the designated areas filled before building upon open countryside . A41 – too close to new residences – more traffic generated will cause more issues; visibility issues on this stretch caused by a dip in road  - site of an accident 12 months ago.  Adverse impact on the countryside and Highways concerns cited as grounds for objection.  Cllr Dodd proposed objecting to this application, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed.

19/02691/VAR  (validated: 17/06/2019)
Address:  Dairy House, Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AD
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 19/01563/FUL dated 10 May 2019 to allow for modifications to the external appearance of the proposal
No objections raised.

19/02618/FUL  (validated: 12/06/2019)
Address:  1 Council Houses , Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4AD
Proposal:  Erection of extensions and alterations 
No objections raised.

19/02523/FUL  (validated: 12/06/2019)
Address:  Land To The South Of Ivy Farm , Nantwich Road, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AG
Proposal:  Erection of a general purpose agricultural building
No objections were raised.  

ii)
Decisions: 

19/01774/FUL  (validated: 03/05/2019)
Address:  Far Corner, Steel Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3LF Grant Permission
19/01550/VAR  (validated: 04/04/2019)
Address:  Rosegarth, 30 Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DT
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 18/01557/FUL dated 30 May 2018
Decision:  Grant Permission
Proposal:  Erection of a rear infil extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

19/01722/FUL  (validated: 01/05/2019)
Address:  35A Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Erection of a detached dwelling following demolition of existing redundant post office
Decision:  Grant Permission

19/01648/COU  (validated: 10/04/2019)
Address:  Simply Pie, The Bakery, Walcott, 1 New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EP
Proposal:  Change of use from commercial bakery to residential garage/storage (as previous use)
Decision:  Grant Permission

iii)
Reconsultations: 

Reconsultation due to Amendment on application 18/05370/REM - Land Off
Proposal: Application for reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to outline permission 14/03013/OUT for residential development for the erection of 11No. Dwellings

Reduction from 17 to 11 houses.  Cllr Butler abstained.  Concerns were expressed over the access issues remaining.  Reduction in number welcomed – concerns over access due to shared with hall and near to school. Representation – would like to have the footway between the Hall and School improved.

87/19
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

To enable Councillors to put forward items for the Meeting to be held on 2nd September 2019: 

Village hall equipment  
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.42pm. 
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