WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 2nd March 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr T Hunter;  Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Butler;  
Shropshire Councillor: 

Cllr G Dakin 
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
21/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the March Meeting of the Parish Council, opening proceedings at 7:15pm.  Seven members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Thornhill and Power.

A resident reported that the ‘pond account’ has been closed and the committee has been disbanded. The remaining balance of £27 was donated to the Parish Hall committee.  He informed the Council that the village flagpole needs repainting.  He complained that contrary to the terms of the planning permission, the road past the new development in Ash Magna does not appear to have been widened to 5m with a 2m footpath. He requested that this is checked by the Planning Department.  
A resident from Higher Heath made a representation about a planning application for an auction site behind his home.   It is to relocate to the grain stores in Higher Heath.  The residents are very concerned about the field being used for auctions which will entail the area being resurfaced etc.  The applicant intends to run 2/3 auctions per week.  The resident expressed concerns about the access at this point on the A41 where a fatality occurred some 12-18 months ago.  Access on this stretch is very difficult as visibility is extremely poor.  The current site is much more suitable as it is away from residential properties.  The grain stores are permanently lit at night.  If this application is approved it will result in a loss of residential amenity for neighbouring properties.  
Agent Peter Richards attended the Meeting to make a presentation regarding a planning application following the applicant’s previous application having been refused under delegated powers.  New plans are being submitted for a replacement property following demolition of the original.  Officers apparently still have concerns design and scale of the new design.  He requested Parish Council support for the proposal.  
 Another resident raised her application for solar panels.  The location has been chosen as the roof shape is unsuited to have the panels mounted onto it and to minimize the impact on neighbouring properties. No neighbouring objections have been received.   The resident asked if the Parish Council would like her to continue to represent the Council on the Board. Councillors confirmed that it would be pleased if she would continue.  
A representation was made for the wildflower planting scheme.  Planting to due to start as soon as the weather improves.  


22/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

No declarations were made.

23/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd February 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Dodd proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr  Blyth, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

24/20
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No items were raised.

25/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports

No reports received. 

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
A525 Broughall crossroads work is due to start for 9 days.  A long diversion has been put in place. 2 x VAS are to be installed.  
A41 issues:  Concerns received about HGVs at Prees Heath blocking traffic and parking in the bus stop. This will be rectified. Some new signage is due to be installed on A41.  Feasibility study to be done next financial year for a one way system via Hospital Lane and Camp Road.  

26/20
Housekeeping
a)
Update (if available) from Parish Council Solicitor regarding proposed adoption of Ash Parva footpath, parking spaces and pond areas; 
No update available. The Clerk has chased the Solicitor but nothing has been received yet from the Developer’s Solicitor.  
b)
Restoration of fingerpost in Ash Magna: Clerk still working on obtaining 3 quotes
c)
Place plan review prior to March updates – The Clerk requested that Councillors look at the Place Plan with a view to doing updates this month. The Chairman suggested that, in Tilstock, additional road signage is required on the approach to the 30mph zone from the Tilstock Road.  She further suggested that a visibility mirror positioned on the bend by the Horseshoes would be beneficial.  Cllr Dakin queried the Council’s opinion on the new surface. Councillors agreed more ditches along the route would improve the flooding issues. 

27/20
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider routine playground inspection reports; Councillors responsible for the checks reported all is in good order.  In Tilstock the rubber has lifted under the infant swings. Slight tripping hazard. Moles present.  The new signs will hopefully being installed on Thursday.  Clerk to ask handyman to inspect. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention; to consider additional lighting requirements: to receive quotations for x3 additional lights.  
The Clerk gave the quote for x3 new lights – 1 for Tisltock, 2 for Ash Magna. The quote exc VAT is £2818.70.  Councillors discussed requirements for lighting. Cllr A Allen proposed accepting the quote seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved.  Action: The Clerk requested a map to locate precise locations for the Contractor.  To proceed as soon as practical.  
-
Playground/pond inspections – to discuss annual inspection requirements: annual inspections to be done by playground: The Clerk confirmed that the pond could be inspected with the playgrounds. The inspection company can compile/provide a checklist for interim inspections. 
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services

-
A41 Safety Campaign Meeting – update from Cllr Power: The Clerk gave Cllr Power’s report. The Campaign is calling for any persons with information regarding accidents to report it to them. Details to be found on the Parish Council website.  
-
Road closures: To receive any reports : All new details are available to view on the website.
28/20
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Flood information; West Mercia PCC Road Safety Strategy: Connecting Shropshire update; Smart Rural Event; VE Day lamp post poppies; Youth funding;  

Councillors discussed ordering lamp post poppies at £3 for display in each village to mark VE Day and other Remembrance events. 20 poppies to be ordered, 10 for each village.  Proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Resolved.  Action: Clerk to order.
29/20
 Planning: 
a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

20/00725/FUL  (validated: 20/02/2020)
Address:  Proposed Barn Conversion East Of Rose Mount, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Alterations in connection with conversion of a barn to residential dwelling and formation of visibility splay
Councillors raised no objections – all agreed to support 
20/00666/FUL  (validated: 18/02/2020)
Address:  The Croft, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Installation of a ground mounted solar system consisting of 18 solar panels
Revised plans noted.  Cannot be roof mounted due to the shape of the roof.  Cllr W Allen proposed supporting the scheme, Cllr Dodd seconded, all agreed. Shropshire Council to be informed. 
20/00293/FUL  (validated: 28/01/2020)
Address:  Holly House, 3 The Meadows, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EU
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension with balcony above
No objections were raised, proposed by Cllr Dodd to support, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Shropshire Council to be informed. 
ii)
Decisions: 

19/02523/FUL  (validated: 12/06/2019)
Address:  Land To The South Of Ivy Farm , Nantwich Road, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AG
Proposal:  Erection of a general purpose agricultural building
Decision:  Refuse

20/00309/FUL  (validated: 24/01/2020)
Address:  Prees Heath Woodland, Brown Moss Lane, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Creation of wildlife pond
Decision:  Withdrawn
iv)
Planning Application Committee Date 03/02/20 


19/03488/FUL - Land North Of Abbey Farm


Proposal: Erection of a temporary agricultural workers dwelling
Cllr Dodd to attend on behalf of the Council.  
v)
Reconsultation due to Amendment on application 19/02796/FUL - Land And Buildings At The Firs
Proposal: Change of use  of land to commercial vehicle and plant auction site to include provision of customer parking, erection of an office and preparation building
Councillors noted the objections to the scheme.  Cllr Dodd proposed objecting to the application on the grounds that there are other designated alternative sites for employment in Whitchurch, loss of residential amenity, highways issues, light pollution. If recommended for approval the Parish Council would like it to be decided by Committee proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr A Allen.  All agreed.  Shropshire Council to be informed. 


20/00600/FUL Spring House Alkington Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 3NJ:  Councillors discussed the application expressing  concerns that the response time will have lapsed if the application is left until April’s meeting for consideration.   The previous application was approved by the council.  Councillors agreed to discuss the application proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed.  Councillors approved the decision to demolish the original building as the new should be more eco friendly, efficient etc.  Councillors approved the gable roof and overall design of the new building.  Prop by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr S Taylor, all agreed to support.  Shropshire Council to be informed. 

30/20 
Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval

b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
c)
To ratify re-issue of cheques to Securasound, KG Landscaping and Eon: proposed by Cllr A Allen, Cllr S Taylor all agreed.
d)
Pre-internal audit checklist – checklist received in advance of the internal audit. Clerk to complete.  
e)
Funding request from the Ash Meadow Project for consideration – This year’s planting will be a perennial planting scheme mix – The Councillors discussed the request.  Cllr Dodd proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 

The Clerk confirmed that the recent attempt to install broadband into the Hall failed due to engineers not be being able to install a new line.  In order to install a line Open Reach need to install a pole. The Plusnet charge will be £664.20 to provide a pole and for the survey to be carried out.  Action: The Clerk was asked to check whether Neighbourhood Fund money could be utilised for this service provision for community.  

Community gateway information was circulated amongst the Councillors for consideration. This is an aspiration for Tilstock parish in the Place Plan. The four main roads leading to Tilstock will need to be properly inspected for installation approval on the verges.  Councillors agreed brown fence posts are ineffectual.  Cushioned humps could be considered.  Action: Clerk to request that Highways inspect the roads for suitability.

The Clerk presented a form to enable the Council to have an electronic banking facility in order to ensure that a close watch can be kept on the account and sufficient funds are made available to clear payments. Cllr A Allen proposed that the facility is applied for, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Clerk to be nominated as the primary user.  Action: Clerk to return the application form to the Bank.
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/02/20
	Employee
	Salary 
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	12/04/19
	SALC
	Clerk’s training
	£10.84
	100418
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/03/20
	Ash Planting Project
	Wildflower planting
	£500
	100419
	


31/20
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda for the Meeting to be held on 6th April  2020

Twemlows community solar farm – shareholder scheme –  The Clerk was asked to invite David Green to attend the April meeting.  
Gated community signs

There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at  20.28 pm.
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