
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 5th October 2015 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd, Cllr L Chesters; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr A Allen; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr W Allen
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1
Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the October Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council and opened proceedings at 7:17pm.  One member of the public was present.  Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting.  Mrs Ellison posed questions from various residents.  Query over the ownership of the hedge for the car park in front of the bungalows.  Clerk to check the deeds for ownership of the hedge and brick wall.  Meres and Mosses have traditionally cut the hedge but it has not been cut this year.  Barrier around railway bridge – request as to who had it installed. Cllr Dakin confirmed it was installed at the request of Shropshire Council.  Maltkiln Lane to Hollins Lane road closure queried as the signage has disappeared.  Complaints received over the Tilstock Lane road closure as residents have been inconvenienced.  Footway from Legrand nursing home to the school – cracked and irregular – to report to Highways for inspection.  Weed spraying has been carried out in the village.  
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent
Apologies were received Cllr Chambers which were duly received.
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests - None

4 Dispensations of DPIs - None

5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th September 2015. Cllrs confirmed that they had received the Minutes and had read them.  Cllr Thompson  proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed.  Duly signed by the Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: 

Planning item brought forward from September meeting: 15/02608/FUL: Proposed barn conversion at Alkington Grange – conversion of two agricultural barns into residential dwellings.


7 Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported that the Prees Heath toilets have been vandalised.  Update received from Highways – various security measures are being investigated.  Cllr Dakin would like the toilets left open 24 hours a day.  Cllrs agreed.  Fault on lock was not advertised on the outside.  New litter bins are being emptied regularly and the new arrangement seems to be working well.  Still has concerns about the ploughing on Prees Heath.  Cannot find any evidence of this area having been previously ploughed.  Investigating this with Natural England. If two ‘commoners’ write to express concerns to Natural England this will be taken further.  Once the land has been ploughed the right to roam is taken away.  Cllr Dakin to forward a map to Cllr Martinson.  New access is being created without permission of the dual carriageway.                                                  .../2


Whitchurch Rural Parish Council Meeting Minutes 05/10/15 pg 2


8
Community Policing Update 
Clerk conveyed email from the local police officer.  Lack of police attendance at meetings issue noted.  7 incidents in Tilstock since last meeting. 1 arrest made.  Cllrs found the report very useful and would like to receive reports of incidents if possible for the whole of the Parish.  Apologies conveyed.  Clerk to respond.  Cllr Dakin reported the Police will be attending the LJC meeting.  
9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – PC inspection reports/updates as appropriate:. Cllrs Hunter and Thompson inspected the goal posts as highlighted by the Annual Inspection report. Cllr Thompson Proposed that Mr Gresty is asked to carry out remedial works, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Clerk to ask for quote which if it is less than £150 works to be commissioned, proposed by Cllr Martinson, seconded by Cllr Thompson.   Cllrs discussed the budget/spend to date.   Remedial work on benches to be looked at in the next financial year.  
ii)
Street lighting – items to report: day burning lights have been reported.  Light no 9 confirmed by the Chair.  Chair suggested lights need numbering with our system.  Clerk to make the report and ask Eon to check.  Light in Ash Magna outside old school house coming on at odd times.  If on a sensor it is being affected by the tree.  Clerk to ask Eon to check.  
Cllrs to check street lighting provision on plans for new development in Ash Parva.

Cllrs checked lighting provision in Tilstock opposite Russell House.

iii) 
Bench – WI bench in Ash Magna 50th Anniversary – discuss remedials: Cllr Martinson suggested postponing repainting.
10
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested:  Signpost at hospital lane/ash lane still at an angle.  Sign for Hollins Lane is down.  Water still pooling in the Ash Road.   Riperian landowners responsibilities: Shropshire Council carried out survey last year to establish landowners.  No remedial works have been carried out to take the water away. No ditches.  Cllr Thompson incorrectly received a letter asking for works to be carried out in 28 days.  Letter sent to wrong addressee.  Still nothing has happened.
ii)
Road naming – report from Cllr Power: Cllr Power circulated evidence from his research.  Ash Lane runs from duck pond in Ash Parva to the A41. Ash Road runs from Waymills roundabout to the Memorial in Ash, then turns right, down to the junction of Ash Lane and Hospital Lane. Ash Lane runs from the pond in Ash Magna all the way to the A41. Cllrs agreed that this should be requested and one sign per end asked for ie 4 in total.  Cllr Martinson proposed this accordingly, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  Cllrs requested that any similar problems for emergency services locating roads in Tilstock be reported.
iii) 
VAS – update from Cllr Chesters: current VAS to be decommissioned approaching village from Raven end.  New sign ordered and confirmed by Clerk.  
11
Housekeeping

a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
 i) LJC: Cllr Martinson to attend in place of Cllr W Allen to the meeting at the Village Hall on 7/10/15 October.  
 ii) NSAC (CiL allocation update from Cllr Hunter): No new regulations regarding CiL.  All meetings due to be held on 1st Monday of the month: Cllr Martinson has advised WR will not be able to attend under the new arrangements.  Elected new postholders in the committee.  Jake Berriman gave talk from Shropshire Housing Trust.  Planning to build 50 new homes per year.  Andy Mortimer from SC gave talk on update plans and CiL.  Shortfall on expectations of monies received – resulted in limited local funds.  Cllr Hunter explained difference between CiL and Section 106. Cllr Martinson reported she has been in touch with the agents for the various sites in WR.  Ash Parva: 106 to be completed hope for end of Oct. Tilstock Russell House: estate agent shortly to be appointed.  Has requested footway be extended in front of Russell house and the agent has agreed to take it forward as a   ../3
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11 Housekeeping cont

proposal.  Cllr Martinson asked Cllrs for their views and for permission to continue researching permission for footways.  Cllr Chesters suggested crossing be installed by bus stop to link old and new footpaths.  Cllr Martinson pointed out that this won’t include the vicarage site.  All agreed.  

Ash Magna: Ash Hall site: land values low currently and urban sites being preferred.  

Tilstock Vicarage site: Balfours reported it is on the market.  Has not been inundated with offers.  SC’s one year restriction will result in the housing land supply being reduced.  
 iii)  Village Hall Committees: Cllr Chesters asked for defibrillator to go on next agenda for Tilstock Village Hall Committee.  Cllr Martinson suggested to the Cllrs that audited accounts should be requested from the recipients of grants ie village halls, churches etc just to keep on file.  Ash rooms being renovated: floor next project.  Back of hall being done.  Hoping for money from solar farm for grant to aid installation of disabled toilets.  Brown Moss management talk at Ash village hall on 20th October – Shetland ponies and pygmy goats.
 iv) Charities: nothing to report.
v) Emergency planning: defibrillator top priority.  
c
Place Plans – Chair reported no additions/amendments received. Cllr Martinson to investigate lighting.  

12 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information & Invoices for payment: salary proposed Cllr Thompson, seconded by Cllr A Allen. All agreed. No invoice received from K&S Plantscapes.  Cllr Hunter, seconded by Cllr W Allen invoices.
ii) 
Notification of completion of external audit process: to display notices as required.  
iii)
Review of current budget/spend with view to preparation of budget for 2016/17
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/08/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	05/10/12
	Scottish Power
	Re-issue of cheque 100236
	£370.06
	100240

	12/09/15
	D Gresty
	Work on bench in Ash Parva
	£51.00
	100241

	
	
	
	
	


13
 Planning:

i) Applications: 
15/04028/OHL: Bank Farm, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4BT
 Application under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 for to works to facilitate the installation of an underground supply from an existing overhead service line: Cllrs noted.
15/03240/FUL : Fields Farm, Heath Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AB
Conversion of existing barn to form holiday let and erection of a 3 bay oak framed garage with storage above following demolition of existing: No comments received.  Environmental/ecology report requirement noted and conditioned approval on the surveys being carried out.  Removal of permitted development rights to keep garage as garage for use with house, all agreed.  
15/03605/FUL: The Green, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EN
 Erection of 3-bay stable building: no objections raised. All agreed.
15/02608/FUL: Proposed barn conversion at Alkington Grange – conversion of two agricultural barns into residential dwellings: No objections raised online.  All agreed.                               .../4
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ii)
Decisions: 

15/02970/REM : Land East Of Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire: 

Approval of Reserved Matters (appearance, scale, layout, landscaping) pursuant to 14/03582/OUT for the erection of two detached dwellings with detached double garages
 Decision: Grant Permission  
15/03049/FUL: 1 Ashwood Lane, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, SY13 4DX: Erection of single storey extension and two storey extension; and detached double garage with roof mounted solar panels; installation of septic tank drainage system and ground source heat pump
 Decision: Grant Permission

iii) 
Planning enforcement issue- discuss complaint received brought to the councils attention by Cllr Dodd on behalf of a resident.  Old Hall Farm, Broughall rented out and two businesses (car repairs etc) are allegedly being run from the site.  Planning enforcement not interested – responded that they are too busy to investigate .  Environmental Dept were more interested.  Old Hall auto services and JT Services both registered at that address. Cllr Dakin to follow up.  
14
Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc: distributed by email

ii) SALC budget and precept setting course on 12th – Clerk to register Chair. 

Hate crime and public toilets surveys to complete.  

SALC AGM 31st October

Community steering group meeting Meres and Mosses meeting on 22nd Oct
Chair asked for ideas to promote the profile of the three SSI’s in the parish.

Luke Neal may attend the next meeting.

15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

An opportunity for Councillors to bring local items of interest or concern to the Council for future discussion/consideration – nothing raised.
There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 9:00pm thanking those present for attending.




