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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th December at Tilstock Village Hall
Chairman:
Cllr Thornhill
Councillors:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr L Loweth; 

Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thompson
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin

236
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:15pm, welcoming everyone present. Three members of the public were in attendance.  Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting.  A special welcome was given to Cllr C Kettle who was attending for the first time following co-option last month.  Cllr Richardson was absent.  Cllr Thornhill reported that he has received a complaint that members of the public cannot always hear what is being said.  
The Chairman announced that Cllr S Taylor has resigned from the Council due to ill health.  The Council conveyed best wishes for her treatment.
The first member of the public raised his planning application and wished to confirm details within the application which were due to be considered this evening.  He also raised the question of the change of the speed limit in Ash Parva.
The second member of the public raised an email he sent. The Clerk confirmed that this matter will be raised within the meeting. 

The third member of the public raised the provision of defibrillators/batteries and cabinets.  

237
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  
No declarations were received.

238
Appointment of Vice Chairman

The Chairman asked for nominations. Cllr Loweth proposed Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Haynes.  No other proposals were forthcoming.  Councillors voted in favour of Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 

239
Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 7th November 2022 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Dodd proposed, seconded by Cllr Loweth, that the Minutes are a true and accurate record of the Meeting, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

240 
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised.

241 
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Cllr Dakin reported no positive news. Due to set the budget next week.  Shropshire Council is c£40m in deficit for what is needed for 2023-24.  Hopefully some funding will come in or severe cuts will have to be made in order to produce a balanced budget.
Road closure due in Ash Magna to Ash Parva –  Cllr Dakin has asked if the VAS can be installed at the same time as the road works. It is in the hands of Kier which has confirmed that it won’t be done now but it is scheduled for 2023 apparently. With reference to the installation of the Ash Parva 30 mph zone and VAS, it has been noted that Shropshire Council has held onto the money given by the developer and Parish Council for 5 years to date.  Cllr Dakin to continue to chase this matter.  

£10,000 was given as  part of the planning approval for the digester for repairs for the road from Whitchurch to Ash.  Cllr Dakinig is looking into where this money is with a new Officer as Shropshire Council cannot currently confirm what has happened to it.   
242
Housekeeping 
a) 
Play area inspections

Both play areas have been recently inspected by Councillors and are in good order. 




b) 
Land registrations 
The Clerk confirmed that she has responded to more questions from the Solicitor. 
c)
Defibrillators

The Clerk confirmed that she has compared the quote received from MedUk for replacement cabinets at £450 each plus VAT which was cheaper than others looked at. Both units have had new batteries as they have limited lifespan.  A local electrician has quoted £100 for each to be fitted. MedUK quoted £250 for fitting.  Cllr Blyth proposed accepting the cabinet quote from MedUK and for the quote for independent fitting, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Clerk to place the order. 

d)
Strategic objectives – survey
Cllr Blyth reported that she was a little disappointed with the responses – she has recorded a c7% return.  Returns are about even numbers from each villages.  It will take a lot of work to produce a report for the council and this will be done to present to the Council in the New Year. The characteristic which stood out is that everyone values the community and feel that they live in a safe neighbourhood. Village Halls, neighbourliness etc all came out well. It was suggested that leisure facilities could be improved. Tilstock playground is considered to be a little limited. She offered a big thank you to all councillors for delivering the leaflets.  Councillors discussed that the survey would have raised the profile of the Parish Council and they considered perhaps holding an informal event to ‘meet the councillors’. The survey will be left on the website for future responses.  Cllr Blyth was thanked for her work to date. 

e)
SmartWater rollout




The Councillors discussed holding some more events to distribute kits.  The Police have done some door to door deliveries.  Councillors agreed that they will need to re-advertise and hold more events in the New Year probably scheduling some events for February.  This could be combined with the ‘meet your councillors’ events. 

f)
Policy reviews & re-adoption 

(Standing orders; Financial regs; Business continuity; Risk assessment; Communications policy)
Councillors confirmed that they had read the policies.  Councillors to send comments to the Clerk. 
To cover the other policies in January.

g)
2023 meeting dates and venues
The January meeting cannot be held on 2nd January due to bank holiday.  Councillors agreed to meet on 3rd January 2023.  The May meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th May instead of 8th.  

243 
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; New political map for Shropshire consultation; North Shropshire reinforcement update; Civility and respect newsletter; Boundary commission review; 

244 
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) 
Applications:
22/05224/VAR  (validated: 18/11/2022)
Address:  The Bracknell, 16 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Variation of Condition 2 (approved plans and drawings) attached to planning permission 22/01075/FUL Erection of Detached Dwelling and Garage
View online :at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRLIA8ITDKJ500&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C4cd5e9ec356048fcc2d508dacf175748%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638049996392962220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=5V2R2D75YfkNLYuJQyvKzyg0H2wtp3tQc9i3p53fLB4%3D&amp;reserved=0
Cllr Thornhill raised a concern over inconsistent drawings provided showing the garage in different locations.  The Parish Council will raise this issue with the planning department.  Councillors voted, as proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr W Allen, to suspend Standing Orders to permit the applicant to address some queries relating to the drawings, all agreed. The developer confirmed which plan is correct and confirmed that one plan is incorrect. The application is to discuss moving the house by a certain distance to permit access past a retaining wall.  Standing orders were re-instated.  Cllr Haynes proposed seconded by Cllr Blyth, supporting the application to move the house by 500mm.  Plans were reviewed online.  Cllr Thornhill expressed concerns about making a decision based on a faulty explanation. No objections to the principle of moving the house 500 m to permit access. To point out that the drawings supplied are inaccurate.  Drawing 03G – based on this drawing the Council has no objections.  

22/04998/OUT  (validated: 04/11/2022)
Address:  Land West Of The White Lion, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline Application (all matters reserved) for the erection of one dwelling and associated hard and soft external works following demolition of existing garage outbuilding
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRKSCUCTDK6000&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca2f9294efa864026226708dac1bb8559%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638035308377258888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=%2FZCo%2B%2B4koyi9PXgJXRjyySL0gpMZBfTEuBbPKAFVcTs%3D&amp;reserved=0
The site plan displayed online.  Councillors noted the right of access included within the plot.  The whole plot of land is owned by a builder.  3 bed detached house abutting access from village hall car park.  Parking is shown for 4 cars – very limited access to these spaces.  Current has a derelict building on site which would be knocked down.   Objections noted online from neighbours.  Councillors expressed concerns over the size of the proposed house on the allocated plot and for potential vehicle movements in and out of the plot.  Access down from the hall by the side of the pub has limited visibility/steep access inappropriate.  Development works will impinge on access route.  Councillors agreed to object on the basis of over development and access issues.  Proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr T Hunter, all agreed.
 
b) 
Decisions:

22/04410/FUL  (validated: 13/10/2022)
Address:  Alkington Grange Barns, Alkington Grange, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Change of use from holiday lets to 3 no. dwellings with no external works or alterations proposed
Decision:  Grant Permission

22/04364/ADV  (validated: 27/09/2022)
Address:  Land Off Tilstock Lane, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JD
Proposal:  Feature Stone Entrance Sign
Decision:  Grant Permission
245 
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns to inc littering in Tilstock car park
A street light was reported to be out Ash Magna by the Old School House. 
Tilstock car park sign – Councillors confirmed the need for the replacement – to send photo of sign to the Clerk who will obtain a quote.  
Signage – no signs have been mended/replaced.  
The drain outside the school was reported for unblocking – Clerk to query as to whether it has been done. 
Litter picking – Cllr Blyth reported that some people have volunteered on the survey to do litter picking but responses were anonymous.  Village facebook pages could be used to advertise. Using the Nextdoor website as an information point was discussed.  Advertising could be done via events held at the Halls.   


ii) Feedback from any matters raised with Shropshire Council 
Road sweeper requested but no feedback received as to scheduling.  No sign repairs. 

246 
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of the financial reports. The bank reconciliation was approved as proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr T Blyth, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the report.  
b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/011/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£545.12
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	15/09/22
	Playdale
	Play equipment for Ash
	£14,686.37
	100553
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	05/12/22
	Employee
	Expenses & PAYE reimbursement
	£76.41
	100554
	LGA 1972 s111 & s112

	23/11/22
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership 
(% of costs to be reclaimed from other PC’s)
	£59.20
	100555
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/12/22
	Employee
	Salary adj payment due to increase in NALC pay scales 
	£320.08
	100556
	LGA 1972 s112


The Clerk gave an overview of the payments due for approval. The NALC salary scale award was considered and approved for back pay from April. All payments were proposed by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr R Thornhill, all agreed. 

c)
Defibrillator cabinet installation quote 

Covered under previous item.


d)
Neighbourhood Fund spend working group terms of reference
The proposed document was acknowledged having been circulated by the Clerk. Cllr A Allen proposed accepting the protocol, seconded by Cllr M Haynes, all agreed. Five members are needed to be on group. Councillors to participate were agreed as follows: Cllr R Thompson (proposed as Chairman by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed), Cllr Loweth, Blyth, Kettle and W Allen. 

e)
Budget
A request was received to increase hall budgets from £500. Energy prices were considered.  The Clerk ran through the expenditure she has accounted for.  The Clerk commented that the Parish Council does have some reserves which it could dip into and reported that a VAT reclaim will be due for year end. Councillors considered what level of precept will be needed.  Cllr Thornhill expressed the preference for keeping the precept at the same level and using reserves.  Councillors discussed this with the need to reducing reserves.  Figures from Shropshire Council relating to the precept set against a Band D property will be due out later this month.  Councillors agreed that they ideally do not want to increase the burden on the tax payer.  Final decision to be made in January.  Agreed in very good position with healthy Neighbourhood Fund pot.
f)
NALC salary scale awards 2022-23

Noted and covered previously.  

247 
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No updates received.
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature

Cllr Thornhill reported that an email was received after the last meeting in relation to the co-option carried out at the last meeting. He had been sent a letter marked as P&C regarding how the co-option was handled. A second email was received highlighting the same matters, the content of which was also discussed.  
Councillors discussed having a personal specification for new applicants and an application form to standardise the process.  

Attendance of Councillors was queried and an analysis of the figures provided although this included meetings within lockdowns and outside times when some Councillors had been Members so could not considered to be wholly accurate. 
Cllr Dodd expressed support for the way in which the council carries out co-option. 
It was agreed that the Clerk and Chairman would draft an appropriate document and circulate this to the Council Members. 
248 
Agenda items for the next Ordinary Meeting 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:14pm. Cllr Thornhill wished everyone a very Happy Christmas and New Year. 

