
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st November 2021 at

Ash Village Hall, Ash
Chairman:
Cllr S Power

Councillors:
Cllr W Allen;  Cllr R Thompson; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Butler; 



Cllr A Allen; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr T Blyth; Cllr S Taylor 
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin
111/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:16pm.  Two members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Haynes, Dodd  and Richards.  The residents informed the Council that they had been happy with the new sign which the Parish Council had installed by Ash Parva Pond, which has since been removed and relocated by a third party.  They requested that the Parish Council co-ordinates a volunteer group to oversee the management and maintenance of the pond .  

112/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)
No interests were declared nor dispensation requests have been received. 

113/21
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th October 2021(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The approved Minutes from the September Meeting were signed by the Chairman.  

The Councillors confirmed receipt of the Minutes from the 4th October 2021. Cllr A Allen proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

114/21
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
The Clerk reported no feedback from Shropshire Council on its requests for replacement horse riding warning triangle signs or the visibility mirror in Ash.  Eon has so far not responded to correspondence relating to new street lighting provision. There has been no update on the requirement for trenching for the installation of CCTV equipment at Ash Parish Rooms.  The hedge in front of the old LeGrand Nursing Home in Tilstock requires cutting. 

115/21
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk

Cllr Power reported that he had not been able to attend the Helicopter Liaison Group Meeting held in October. 

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported that, following reports, he had removed some fly tipping from Tilstock car park. This activity is undesirable and he requested a sign be purchased to advocate no tipping. The Clerk was asked to source a sign for this purpose.  

Cllr Dakin reported a problem with a drain near the Church. Some work has been done to clear it however roots are causing an issue. Further remedial work will need to be carried out once the development opposite the Church has been completed. 

The Highways Department has communicated that the installation of the 30mph in Ash Parva and VAS will be delayed further as Shropshire Council and WSP now intend to carry out some improvements to the junction of the one way system in Ash Magna. Cllr Dakin has requested a date.  Queries were raised over timescales and mention of other projects/factors being considered. 

Cllr Dakin reported correspondence from the Education Department regarding the Marches Academy fencing in the community field in Tilstock. The Clerk was asked to take this up. 

116/21
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive the annual inspection report; to discuss remedial works

Cllr Butler has made contact with the handyman however his is not available to undertake any projects at this time. A new handyman will need to be found. 

b)
Ash Parva Pond Area


Cllr Power reported that the new information sign had been installed on a resident’s boundary fence adjacent to pond following a discussion and approval.  The sign was removed by a third party on the day of its installation and it was relocated to the back of the notice board. An email has been received by the person who undertook this activity which stated that he had removed it as he didn’t like the style of the sign or where it had been located. The Councillors expressed frustration that a sign purchased with public money, with a view to safeguarding its residents and visitors to the area, had been damaged and defaced. Concerns were raised that a resident would think it appropriate behaviour to interfere with public property, and cause damage in so doing, without consultation. The sign displayed essential emergency contact and location information which would have been visible from the road in its original location.  Councillors discussed whether a new sign would need to be ordered or if the existing sign could be altered in some way to restore it.  Cllr Hunter proposed writing to the perpetrator to request compensation for the cost of the sign (agreed to by 5/4) and to request that no further unauthorised activity is carried out to the pond area or to Parish Council assets (unanimous), seconded by Cllr A Allen.   Councillors discussed and agreed that a pond management committee should be set up to oversee management of the area in perpetuity to be comprised of a Parish Council Member as Chairman and a group of volunteers. To take this forward. Councillors further expressed concern that if unauthorised works are carried out to the pond area and the Parish Council is responsible for it, the Public Liability Insurance will be compromised and the terms of the policy contravened.  

c)
Ash Hall broadband pole – update

The Clerk reported that the pole has now been relocated to the originally agreed position. 

d)
Loss of Clerk protocol – to review

The Chairman indicated a couple of minor changes. The Clerk confirmed arrangements for the handover of equipment etc in emergency situations.  Cllr Thornhill proposed accepting the protocol, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 
117/21
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; 
The Clerk reported that further to the Street Naming request discussed at the previous Meeting, a complaint had been made by the developer to both Shropshire Council and to the Rt Hon O Paterson’s office. The Clerk has received correspondence requesting confirmation of the reason for the Parish Council’s choice of name. The Clerk has confirmed that the Parish Council made its choice based on the historic name for this site taken from old maps.  The Parish Council prefers to avoid references to individuals, living or departed. Councillors discussed other local developments and Shropshire Council’s policy for street name and numbering. 


118/21
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a)
Applications: 

 21/04580/FUL  (validated: 05/10/2021)
Address:  Fields Farm, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Conversion of redundant agricultural building to 4no residential units with detached 4 bay garage
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QZSQANTDIF800
No objections were raised. Cllr Butler proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. 
b)
Decisions:
21/04400/FUL  (validated: 10/09/2021)
Address:  Holly House, 3 The Meadows, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EU
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town And Country Planning Act 1990 for the installation of external staircase to existing first floor balcony terrace
Decision:  Refuse
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QZ6I3ATDI5U00
Noted. 
c)
Street name and numbering – for information: complaint raised with Rt Hon O Paterson MP over street name choice
Covered under Correspondence. 


119/21
 Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting)
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns : Footpaths;

-
Ash one way system/illuminated bollard update
Covered under 115/21 b).

The sign by the Three Horseshoes is still down. Clerk to chase. 
-
Road closures/scheduled resurfacing updates

None reported. 
-
Ash Parva VAS update
Covered under 115/21 b).



110/21
Finance:
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of the emailed report and bank statement. Cllr Power duly signed off the reconciliation as correct as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. 

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 

Cllr Power proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. 

c)
Parish Halls funding requests
Cllr Taylor proposed payment for a dishwasher for Tilstock Village Hall, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. 


d)
2021-22 Internal Audit tender

A tender was received for the 2021-22 internal audit by SDH Accounting, which was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. 

e)
Notice board provision – to consider quotes

Highways are still to confirm approval of the proposed new location at Prees Heath. 

f)
IT provision purchases

Clerk to take forward. 

g)
2022-23 Budget review

The Clerk circulated current budget position spreadsheets for 2021-22 and copies of the budget set for this year. Councillors to consider spend for 2022-23 and review the budget in December. Clerk to circulate a draft budget. 

h)
Parish Halls – CCTV provision

No update on the trench requirement for the CCTV installation in Ash. 
	Date


	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	31/07/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£446.37
	So
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/10/21
	Buzz Catering
	Dishwasher for Tilstock Hall
	£1,379.99
	100487
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	09/09/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£25.20
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/10/21
	Scottish Power
	Energy Supply
	£148.05
	100488
	PCA 1957 s3, HA 1980 s301

	15/10/21
	The Signtist
	Ash Parva Pond Sign
	£55.00
	100489
	LGA 1972 s112







111/21
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the 
grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches.

No matters were raised. Members of the public were permitted to remain.

b)
Banking matters 

The Clerk confirmed that the TSB no longer open new community accounts. Cllr Taylor recommended the Co-Op as a possibility. No update on the progress of the online banking application which has been submitted. 

112/21
Agenda items for the December Meeting (6th) 
Budget review
It was agreed to continue to hold meetings in Ash until further notice due to the larger meeting room space.  Unfortunately, the Council cannot use the larger room in Tilstock on a Monday due to yoga classes. It was agreed to be too problematical to change the day of the WRPC meetings. Parish Council meetings are held in the village halls to enable financial support through the revenue generated by the room hire.  
There being no further matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 20.55.  
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