

Chairman:		Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr C Kettle, Cllr A Martin
		Cllr A Allen; Cllr L Loweth; Cllr K Howell; Cllr M Richardson
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Dakin

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th November 2024 at
Ash Village Hall 
[bookmark: _Hlk155263358]495 Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
(A period of 15 minutes is allocated to permit public representations to the Council. No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:15 pm. There were three   members of the public in attendance.  Cllrs Kay, Loweth and Unitary Cllr D Dakin sent apologies. 
A resident queried the publication of the draft minutes. The Clerk apologised for the oversight.  He confirmed that the land the Hall had wanted to purchase is no longer available.  The Hall may now wish to re-surface the car park instead.  
A representative from Tilstock Church introduced their grant application form to repair/preserve the clock face and to install an automatic winding mechanism. The application is for £6106.47. Three quotes have been submitted. An overview of the current method used to wind the clock was given, with photos to illustrate the precarious access and health and safety hazards. 

496	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Haynes declared an interest in item 504 c).

497	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 7th October 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting. Cllr Haynes proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Howell , all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 


498	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

499 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin was not present. Cllr Martin queried the new system in place to access the tip and booking. Councillors had a brief general discussion about the rollout of the bin stickers and the new booking system. 

500	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: Remote meeting consultation; SALC AGM; FixMyStreet improvements. 
The Clerk encouraged Councillors to respond to the Government consultation on remote meetings. 
No matters were raised for discussion. 

501	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
The Clerk presented an invoice from the Solicitors for taking ownership of the two car parking spaces by the pond for £1230.63.
Councillors decided to take any discussions about the pond forward to the December meeting. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
The SmartWater team has requested more kits for local distribution. An advert has gone into the Crier and is on the website.  

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
Cllr Kettle confirmed that she is continuing to post items.

d)	Policies for adoption/review
Councillors confirmed receipt of the playground inspection policy for consideration.

e)	Defibrillators				
The new pads for the Ash Magna unit have been installed. 

f)	Elizabeth Langfords Almshouse Charity – appoint representative
Cllr Kay will be attending 2 events. 

502 Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
a) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
Cllr Richardson reported that the parking sign put up in Tilstock has been removed by someone.  The Clerk will look for a plastic alternative. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised. 

c) Playgrounds:
- Playground checklist reports – to receive 
A checklist was received from Tilstock. Cllr Kettle to forward lists from Ash. 

- Annual inspections: playgrounds and pond reports – to enable Cllrs to discuss findings/action recommendations
The annual inspection reports for both playgrounds and the pond was circulated to all Councillors via email which was duly acknowledged. The findings were noted. 

- To enable Councillors to discuss notification of injury to a minor relating to Tilstock playground
Cllr Thornhill gave an overview of the claim received which amounts to a minor sustaining an accident in the playground. The accident was not due to faulty or defective equipment, or due to an inappropriate ground surface (the surfaces in both playgrounds are RoSPA approved). Councillors raised concerns over various inaccuracies in the letter. The matter has been referred to the insurance company for attention. The Clerk will request a site visit with the insurance company.  
The Councillors discussed the findings in the annual RoSPA inspection report.  The Councillors agreed to hold a site meeting to inspect the playgrounds and to agree any maintenance and/or refurbishment jobs. 
The Councillors discussed interim inspections.  The Clerk highlighted a company which undertakes monthly maintenance inspections.  Cllr A Allen proposed seeking quotes for maintenance inspections, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors discussed the wooden equipment in the playgrounds which are of an unknown installation date.  Accordingly, Cllr Thornhill proposed the decommissioning of the toddler swing set and rocker in Tilstock and the zip line in Ash, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 
A working group was agreed to be comprised of Cllrs Thornhill, Kettle, Haynes and Howell with the Clerk to carry out site visits and to instigate quotes for replacement equipment.  
The Councillors discussed training courses provided by RoSPA for visual and operational inspections. The Councillors considered Councillors and the Clerk attending training.  Action: To take forward. 
Cllr Haynes proposed an initial budget of £15,000 for playground refurbishment and maintenance, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. 
The Councillors agreed to obtain a grounds maintenance quote for both playgrounds to check surfaces and slide access.  
Cllr A Allen proposed, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, to have zip line mechanism maintenance undertaken. An initial quote has been received for c£1500.  This will be confirmed at a site visit. All agreed. Resolved. 

- To discuss groundworks for proposed extension to Tilstock playground
Cllr Thompson gave a report on his initial costings to purchase land in Tilstock for a playground extension.  The land could be in the region of £15k (Halls estimate). Ground works are estimated at c£35k + VAT.  Legal fees and any equipment required will also need to be factored in to the project costs. Cllr Thomson recommended shelving the project for the time being as it has been noted that part of the area has been included within a planning application received to form a path to access the School via the proposed play area. Councillors agreed that if/when the time comes to review the project a total costings plan will be required.  

- Playground inspection training
Covered. 

d)	Highways – to report concerns
No matters to report. 

e)	Street lighting – Eon checklist
The Clerk reported that the checklist is still outstanding. Action: To request again.
The VAS in Ash Parva was reported as only working intermittently.  
It was reported that a new bench has appeared in Ash Parva replacing a wooden one. It is not known by whom the bench has been installed. 

f)	Footpaths/bridleways 
The Councillors discussed the narrow path behind the pond in Ash Parva. It was generally agreed that this could be hazardous. Cllr Kettle proposed installing posts and chains to prevent public access, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Cllr Martin to approach the adjacent resident regarding signage.  Quotes to be obtained for the installation of posts.  

503 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
None received
Notification of planning application submission received from Boningale Homes for 70 houses in Tilstock received from Boningale Homes
The Clerk will apply for an extension for comments if the application deadline falls before the December meeting. 

b)	Decisions:
24/03282/FUL  (validated: 30/08/2024)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Building SE Of, Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 2No. agricultural mixed-use sheds for livestock, machinery, feed and equipment storage and associated works (part retrospective)
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted

504 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the updated financial reports and statements. Cllr Richardson      proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kettle proposed the approval of all payments as listed below, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to make all payments online. 

c)	Tilstock Church Clock grant funding application
Cllr Haynes declared an interest in this item.
The Councillors discussed the application for a grant of £6106.47 amounting to half of the expenditure required in order to fully automate the winding system and carry out the renovation of the clock face. 
Cllr A Allen proposed approving the grant application, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
As the grant money is not required immediately, the Clerk will make an earmarked reserve in the accounts for the amount. 

d)	Budget 
The Councillors discussed possible expenditure for 2025/6 and asked the Clerk to prepare a budget on the basis of a 4% increase across the board. To review in December. 

e) Gov.uk domain name and email addresses 
Cllr Haynes proposed applying for a Gov.uk domain name and email addresses, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£638.11
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/09/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/07/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£20.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/08/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/09/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	25/10/24
	Jones the Builder
	Repairs & provision of bench seat for bus shelter
	£410.00
	Online
	LG Misc Prov Act 1953 s4

	10/12/24
	ICO
	GDPR fee
	£35.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/10/24
	MedUK Ltd
	Defib pads
	£71.88
	Online
	PHA 1936 s234

	29/10/24
	Glasdon
	Replacement life ring/rope
	£83.13
	Online
	PHA 1936 s234

	06/11/24
	Hibberts
	Land registration work
	£1230.63
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/09/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£185.71
	
	

	16/08/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£185.40
	
	



505 	Agenda items for the 2nd December 2024 Meeting (Tilstock)
Budget
Playgrounds – Quotes for consideration

506	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:06pm. 
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