Whitchurch Rural Parish Council Meeting Minutes 15th May 2017

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Tilsotck Village Hall on Monday 15th May 2017 



Acting Chair:

Cllr A Allen (Vice Chair)
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; 
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce


Annual Parish Meeting

1 Public Session 
The Acting Chair welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting for Whitchurch Rural Parish and opened the proceedings at 7:15pm.  
A member of the public requested that Broughall is included in the cluster for the local plan.  Cllr Allen requested that this be included on a future agenda (June).  
Mrs Meadley-Roberts raised again the issue of speeding around the island in Tilstock.  Would like to be included in the list of volunteers for training if more are needed.
Mr Ellison reported that someone has crashed into the crash barrier on the railway bridge.  Pothole outside Toll House in village, requires attention.  The B5476 is due for resurfacing in July.  Queried what type of surface is to be put on as he feels that chippings are inadequate.
The splay outside the village hall is not being cut – used to be part of the school field – should be included in Shropshire Councils remit.  Clerk to request.  
Mr Parker sent thanks for good grounds maintenance in Ash by the new contractor.  

2 Report from the Retiring Chair
Clerk read the report from the outgoing chair. (Attached)

3 Report from the Unitary Councillor
Cllr Dakin informed the Meeting that he felt very privileged to have worked with the Parish Council for the last 4 years and, particularly, with Shiela Martinson. Going forward Cllr Dakin said his main concern is the installation of the controlled speed limit to be extended through Ash Parva.  He will be requesting information to confirm how much CiL local money will be provided having received notification that the application has been approved.  Cllr Dakin to request further information on funding.  The developer is to provide the sign.  

4 Presentation from Shaun Burkey (Country Parks & Sites Officer (North))

Mr Burkey gave an update on progress at Brown Moss which is a special designated area/sssi/local nature area. This is a very important site.  Recent arial photography shows it as an oasis of life in an otherwise agricultural area.  Popular area locally with walkers etc. Open water heathland with key species being the mud snail – only area in Shropshire to have this. Mr Burkey gave a fascinating overview of the species of flora and fauna found at Brown Moss.  Management of the site is now down to 2 officers.  Shropshire Wildlife Trust have projects ongoing. Mr Burkey would like to set up a ‘friends of Brown Moss’ group for local forum for regular work parties. Grazing has been introduced.  Hereford cows have been on site (very docile breed).  Can only effectively manage a wetland site with grazing cattle.  Councillors raised issues which have been brought forward by the residents.  Project in the early stages.  The animals are essential to the future to Brown Moss. The horses have been removed. Herd of cows are to be returned.  If no grazing animals the designation will be lost and it will be returned to woodland.  Site better now in terms of species diversity.  Balance of nature conservation of the site must be balanced with public perception.   Would like to introduce some more educational activities on site to enhance communication. Mr Burkey asked if the Parish Council would be able to make a contribution to the management of Brown Moss to assist with the upkeep.  To be included on a future agenda for discussion.  (This matter was tabled when devolution of services was discussed with WTC.)  Cllr Butler requested info to create a website subpage for brown moss.  Cllr Allen thanked Mr Burkey  for attending. 
Parish Meeting declared closed at 8:10pm.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 15th May 2017 



 Chair:


Cllr T Hunter 

Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; ; Cllr A Allen
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



Annual Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

1 Election of the Chairperson (Acceptance of Office forms to be completed by ALL Councillors)
Cllr Dodd prop Cllr Hunter, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed with one abstention.  Cllr Hunter duly completed the declaration of acceptance of office form.
2
Election of the Vice Chairperson
Cllr Dodd proposed Cllr A Allen, Cllr Power seconded the motion.  All agreed. Cllr A Allen duly signed the acceptance of Office form.
3
Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a) Representative on Local Joint Committee : Cllr W Allen; Cllr J Dodd to be sub, all agreed;
b) Emergency Planning Committee:  Cllr Power to rep, all agreed;
c) NSAC/SALC Representative: Cllr W Allen to rep, all agreed; 

d) Representative(s) for Charities: Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity; Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity; Mr Parker volunteered to rep the council on these charities, all agreed;
e) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee: Cllr Hunter; Cllr Dodd, all agreed; 
f) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall: Cllr Butler to fill in until another rep can be found, all agreed;
Whitchurch Relief in Need and Ash School House Charity: (it was noted that Cllr Thornhill is on the Committee) Cllr W Allen, all agreed;
Elizabeth Langford Almhouses - Cllr Butler, all agreed.
4 
Welcome and Present, Apologies &/or Absent
Cllr Thornhill sent apologies.
5 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary and/or any other Interests

None declared. Planning item – Cllr W Allen declared his intention not to participate in any discussion concerning the Parker Allen Way.  
6
Dispensations of DPIs (if appropriate) – not required
7 
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2017
It was noted and duly amended that Cllr Power had sent apologies for the meeting.  Minutes altered and initialled accordingly.  Cllr Hunter prop, Cllr Dodd seconded, accepting the minutes as a true and accurate record. All agreed, duly signed. Resolved.
8
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: no matters brought forward
9
Public Session – Restricted and Relating to matters of Planning only as outlined below  - no members present
10
Planning:

Applications: 

17/01870/OUT  (validated: 24/04/2017)
Address:  Proposed Dwelling To The South Of Talisman, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application for the erection 1 No dwelling (all matters reserved)
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Chris Jones (Talisman, Golf House Lane, PREES HEATH, SY13 3JR)
Councillors expressed concern about the size of the plot to be developed.  Concerned that it is overdevelopment of the site.  Bungalows either side of the properties.  Noted no objections online.  Effect on traffic using the lane may be detrimental.  Unmade road at present.  Overdevelopment of the site. Cllr Hunter proposed, seconded by Cllr Butler, 4 to 2 voted in favour of objecting due to over-development.  
17/01203/FUL  (validated: 25/04/2017)
Address:  Oakview, 3 The Park, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Construction of an outdoor riding arena with post and rail fencing and change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian
Applicant: E Holland (Oakview, The Park, Alkington, Whitchurch, sy13 3nx)
No objections raised.  Condition to be imposed no commercial competition use. All agreed.
17/01198/PMBPA  (validated: 19/04/2017)
Address:  Agricultural Building At Bank House, Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to residential use
Applicant: Mr L Whiston (Bank House, Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EQ)
Councillors agreed to object due to insufficient detail has been provided to comment. All agreed. 
17/01602/FUL  (validated: 12/04/2017)
Address:  2 West View, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Erection of  4.8m by 6m carport with a balcony extending over the car port and existing flat roof; replacement of existing first floor window with door. Applicant: Mr M Hughes
all agreed to support.  
17/01337/VAR  (validated: 24/03/2017)
Address:  Land At Ash Parva, Ash, Shropshire
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 5 (footpath) attached to planning Permission 14/03860/FUL dated 2 November 2015 Applicant: Mr & Mrs C Allen (Ash Lane, Ash, WHITCHURCH, SY13 4DT)
Councillors considered the scheme.  The proposed route is acceptable. The path should be increased to 2 metres width and improved.  It will be required to be finished to a standard considered to be of an ‘adoptable’ condition before the Parish Council will assume responsibility for future maintenance.  Therefore, works must be completed in line with highways advice. Proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed.
Decisions: 

16/04677/FUL  (validated: 12/10/2016)
Address:  6 Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch, SY13 4BP
Proposal:  Erection of part two storey/part single storey extension to rear and new detached garage
Decision:  Grant Permission

10
Planning: Decisions cont
14/03484/OUT  (validated: 04/08/2014)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development South Of Ash Hall, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application (access for approval) for residential development (some affordable housing) and associated amenity space;


Decision:  Grant Permission
17/00972/TPO  (validated: 01/03/2017)
Address:  Yew Tree House, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Application for tree works to one Yew tree to carry out remedial works to remove all re-growth on the main stem, crown lift and reduce the crown by 10% covered by the Shropshire Council (Land at Ash Magna, Whitchurch) TPO 2017


Decision:  Grant Permission

Consultations: 

17/00698/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Extension of existing vehicle parking including change of use from unused agricultural to parking LOCATION: Prees Heath Motor Auction , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 2AE. APPLICANT: Aston Barclay We have received amendments for the proposal described above.
Withdrawn – noted.
11
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  light still out old school house
-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports: The Clerk presented a quote from PlaySafety to carry out the annual playground inspections.  Cllr Dodd proposed appointing PlaySaftey, seconded Cllr W Allen, all agreed to appoint. Clerk to inform. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
- Village Hall, Tilstock – Request received asking for a letter to support a ‘brown sign’ application.  Clerk to investigate criteria for brown signs – limited space for signage on verge opposite the Hal.  Alternative option could be a white finger post. To take item forward.  
- Report received of water running off a field in Dark Lane.  It appears that the cause may be a pool which has been dug without permission.  Clerk to report. 
New Ash Road and Ash Lane signage has now been installed.
Clerk asked to chase highways about the replacement of the one way signs on dual carriageway – from Hospital Lane and outside the Raven – removed and not replaced. 
-
To receive items to report for attention 
Brown Moss renaming: signs received to be installed locally for information/response. Cllr Hunter to put up.
-
To receive update of works previously requested – no report.


-
Road Closures: To receive notifications: emailed.  
Highways and maintenance grant - £900 applied for £501.66 awarded.  
12
Housekeeping

- Adoption of Standing Orders; Risk Assessment; Press and Media Policy; 

Model 
Publication Scheme; Financial regulations; Shropshire Council’s Code of Conduct;

Site Visit Protocol (these policies will be reviewed mid-year) = Cllr Power proposed adopting all policies for financial year 2017-18, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved.
Police report (if available) –  none received. Clerk to request future reports.
12 
Housekeeping cont

Website – To consider items for inclusion – Cllr Butler proposed creating new Brown Moss page with information from Shaun Burkey – seconded by Cll A  Allen. All agreed.
13
Finance
i) Cash book/bank reconciliation for information – year end financial information circulated by the Clerk.
ii) Invoices for payment to include annual grants/applications for funding – move grants to June meeting.
iii) Approval of year end accounts/Internal Auditors report/Completion of the Annual Return to the Audit Commission. The Clerk presented the Internal Auditor’s report and completed annual return form for signature and return to the external auditors.  The annual governance statement was considered and duly completed. Cllr Dodd, sec Cllr W Allen proposed acceptance of the Internal Auditor’s report.  Year end figures and annual return proposed for acceptance by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed, clerk to return. Resolved.
iv) Renewal of the Insurance policy – Councillors agreed to renew the policy. Proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr W Allen. 
v) Annual playground inspection – Confirmation of booking – covered under playgrounds.
vi) Request for funding received from Tilstock Village Hall – to take forward to June
vii) To receive/consider quote for name location signs for Ash Road/Ash Lane – installed. Brown moss signs to be quoted for. 
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Power of expenditure

	30/04/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary
	£329.60
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/05/17
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£165.00
	Audit Commission Act 1998 s25

	10/04/17
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£220.50
	Parish Councils Act 1957s3
Highways Act 1980 ss30,72

	17/04/17
	Came & Co
	Insurance
	£847.32
	LGA 1972 s111

LGA 2000 s101


War Memorials Act 1923 s1

	Date
	Payment Received 
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	

	28/04/17
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£19043.00
	LG Finance Act 1992 s41

	28/04/17
	Shropshire Council
	Neighbourhood Fund
	£7455.83
	

	11/03/17
	SALC
	Transparency Code Funding
	£1346.28
	


Cllr A Allen prop salary and invoices, sec by Cllr Power, all agreed, duly signed. To review place plan to ensure up to date and to ensure that the new developments are catered for: June agenda item. 


14
Correspondence
i)
Correspondence received/circulated by email – Discuss/Request action to be taken
Request from Tilstock Village Hall for a letter of support for their application for a ‘brown’ location sign for the Hall. Discussed under previous item. 
14
Correspondence cont

ii)
Community Right to Bid Nominations – under consideration
Tilstock School Field – receipt acknowledged

White Lion Pub – to discuss/agree nomination – Cllr A Allen proposed registering the White Lion pub as community asset, seconded by Cllr Hunter – require planning permission for change of use; also gives community an opportunity to purchase if another buyer wishes to.  Cllr Dodd to provide a map of the area.  All agreed. Clerk to submit the application. 
Registration of parcels of land: 

Email discussed received from Solicitor. Would require on going maintenance.  To take forward to June. 
15
Items for inclusion in the next Agenda

As noted above.  
Cllr Thornhill requested formal vote of thanks to Shiela Martinson as chair, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Clerk to write.  
 There being no further business the Chair formally declared the Meeting closed at 9:35pm. 


Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 5th June 2017 Ash Parish Rooms

6

